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SUPPly

ers support this idea, it is obvious that-since we are paying

24 per cent of taxes-wc must protect the intercsts of Quobec.

Today, we are flot requesting the Senate's abolition. We only
oppose the funds allocated to it. We feel that, in these very tough
economic times, these funds should be reduced. 1 arn very
surprised that Reforni Party members do not agree with a
masure aimed at rcducing expenditures in Canada.

Mr. Don Boudria (GIengarry-P!escott-Russeli): Mr.
Speaker, 1 think it is necessary to ask a supplementary question
to follow up on the one just asked by my colleague from the
Reforni Party.

The member opposite says that he is not amcnding the
Constitution when elirninating a vote in the Main Estimates. At
least, I think that this is what lie is saying. He is not abolisbing
tic Sonate, because an amendment to the Constitution would bie
rcquired to do so, and 1 do not personally, and neither doMy
constituents, feel in the mood to amend Uic Constitution at this
time.

However, this seenis more or less what thc member wants to
do. Does he think, since the two chambers, thc Sonate and thc
House of Commons, are under thc aiuthority of the Constitution,
that thc House of Coinmons bas the right to, abolislh almost all
thc Sonate votes? Does ho also think that Uic Sonate has the right
to abolisb ail the House of Connuons votes, including bis own?

Mr. Dubé: Mr. Speaker, the niember usually asks questions
ihat are, I will not say devious, but certainly clever from his
point of view.

Lot me repeat: no, Uic purpose of the motion is flot to abolish
the Sonate. It concemfs budget votes. 1 think we have Uic right to
say, to estimate, to declare Uiat Uic amounts voted for Uic Sonate
are too high. That is why wie are expressing such an opinion.

A member of Parliament should, among other things, reflect
the opinion of bis constituents. 1 mentioncd certain opinions,
more particularly those of young Quebocers. Me.mbers froni
Quebec are here to say to the other sido of Uic House: -Here is
what Quebec thinks, bore is what Quebecers thinic of Uiis
situation"'. Tbat is Uic long andih thhot of it.

0(1825)

of Canadian and Quebec taxpayers, by demanding that vote
the Senate's expenditures be cancelled.

1 believe that Uiis whole debate on Uic Sonate is highligl
two aspects of Canadian fcderalism; it proves that it is not
inefficient, but also unable to renew itself to meet the challe
of Uic 2lst century. As we ail remember, on February 22 lasl
Liberal government tabled its budget.

We must remember that this budget made significant
affecting Uic unemployed and senior citizens. Moreovi
increascd Uic tax base for Uic middle class. Therefore,
budget bit Uic unemployed, senior citizens and Uic middle c

Wben rcviewing allocations ini Uiis same budget, one01no
that close to $27 million are ear-marked for Sonate excp
turcs. No cuts there. This vcry brief analysis of the latest li
tells a lot about Uic Liberal government's real prioritiesý
even more about Uic operation of titis banlçrupt Cana
federation.

We do not want wo play party politics, because we knov
well that Uic previous government would bave donc jus
sanie, and that the next one will do likewise. As we just sS'N
now simpler for Uic govermcent of this country, regardie
the party in offic, tohit he r, thse who aalay re
froni Uic rocession, than wo ask its very rich friends, Uic senl
wo do Uieir share.

A country wbere it is casier wo lot Uic deficit grow, sil
away future generations' 11fe, wbere Uic only cuts are 05a,
Uic backs of the needy, whcre government ptoae appQt

do not reduce their extravagant lifestyles while thc puib
stuck in a very bard recession, is a very slck country. It
even bie terminally ill.

Ail in all, when wo add indirect spending inhereifl
operation, hils Sonate packed with Uic government's8
elected and non-representative fricnds, spends m1ore
$54 million dollars over some forty sitting days a yeaW,
twelve hours a month. Morcover, Uic abscntee rate of
senators is around 66 per cent. Ail Uiis is bighly signlflc

separatists are flot 1
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A few niontbs sby of another important referenc
federalists sget wo Quebecers? The status q
words, Uiey want taxpaycrs to go on paying more t
dollars a day wo lcep a House that represents no0


