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Mr. MACDOUGALL: I know I should flot
interrupt my hon. friend but I should like
to ask what portion of the relief moneys in
the province of Nova Scotia is expended on
wharves and breakwaters such as he has sug-
gested? 1 should lîke to ask this further
question: Is it not true that 97 per cent of the
foremen appointed by engineers in Halifax
responsible for the con.struction of the break-
waters were appointed by a Liberal administra-
tion?> Is that not so?

Mr. RALSTON: Mr. Chairman, shall we
return to the question before us?

Mr. MACDOUGALL: I should like an
answer.

Mr. RALSION: I do not know how much
money was spent on wharves and break-
waters. The minister may be able to tell
my hion. friend. I shou]d think that in -the
western end of Nova Scotia about $50,O00 bas
been spent on wharves and breakwaters.

Mr. MACDOUGALL: I want to tell my
hion. friend that this governînent spent $148,-
000 in the constituieney represented by my hion.
friend.

NIr. RALSTON: I have a return in my
roomi. I arn flot going to bandy words with
my hion. friend, but I a.ssure himn he is wrong.
With regard to the appointment of federal
engineers I must say I do not know whether
an>- have been appointed Iately or not.

Mr. BE.NN-ETT: They are appointed by
the Civil Service Commission.

Mr. RALSTO'N: I do say that in our district
the recommendations to the engineers are made
by local committees. Witb that machinery
w e cannot get along very well, SQ far as the
administration of these funds is coneerned
Mv h-,lon. frjend the Minister of Labour sbould
zsee that the situation is remedied.

Mr. GORDON: The situation whicb has
been spread upon tbe record by the hon.
mlemibei', if true or hased uipon facts, would of
cours-e raise great anxiety anywhere in Can-
ada. It is strange, howcver, that thp Dopait-
ment of Labour bas neyer received a single
ciplaint, even frein the bion. miember hirn-

self.

Mr. RALSTON-': I amn surprised at that
statement. If the minister bad ever read his
file.ý he would know somiething about it.

Mi.GORDON: I do know.

.Mi'. RALSTON: He knows nothing about

Mr. GORDON: You are in Montreal, and
not in the Department of Labour.

Mr. RALSTON: My hon. friend will find
a file of his own predecessor setting out rpec-
ifically one instance, and adding that the
instance described was but a sample. A
further request was made that the then min-
ister make an investigation.

Mr. GORDON: Instead of sending a
sample why did you not send the substance?

Mr. RALSTON: My hon. friend bas made
one statement which bas proven to be wrong.
During the last day or two he bas sbown a
lamentable lack of knowledge of the working
of bis department.

Mr. BENNETT: A very unfair statement.

Mr. RALSTON: H1e would have done
botter to have stayed in the bouse and ]istened
to the discussion than to run around the
corridors, as ho 'bas been doing.

Mr. STEVENS: Very small, cheap.

Mr. RALSTON: My hon. friend got up
and mado the statement that I had flot made
a, single complaint, when the fact is that I
had expressly stated before and repeat it to-
day that I had made complaints. There are
available about four letters wbich passed be-
tween the predecessor cf the presont minister
and myself. Wbhy does ho take that stand?
Simnply oct cf ignorance, tbat is aillnothing
elso.

Some bon. MEMBERS: Oh, oh.

Mr. STEVENS: Getting nasty agaîn.

Mr. RALSTON1ý: In view of the fact that
complaints have been made, wvill the minister
have investigations made? If be finds that
nïy contentions are correct, will he take stops
to correct the mistako and have selections
nmade hy some body capable of solecting men
for these (liffeient works? I w'ait for' the
miinister's answer.

Mr'. CORDON: Mr. Chairman, the bion.
moîinher dons not need to w'ait long. I have
bad soinething to do wvîtb the admjjinistration
cf the act, and foi' the past two yeai's have
worked in conjuniction with nmanY bodies
thî'ougbout Canada. I arn not going to sug-
gest iitakes have flot been made. Owing
to the fact, however, that my hon. friend
lives in the city cf Montreal, far away from
bis riding, and bis information is purely bear-
say, I do ot feel inclîned to hav'e inv'estiga-
tions made.

[N!-. Pahton.]


