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TUhis mnarket we w-ant anti for it we are
wittiîîg to pay. by giving in the Canadian
niiarket a prefereuce for British goods.

First. w'.e mutst approve or reject the prin-
cipte. I put the question definitely te you, and
dcfiniteiy it shoiild be answered. There is here
ne rooîn for compromise andi there is no possi-

biivof avoiding the issue. This proposed
prcference should flot be considered as a step
towards Empire free-tradc. Iu our opinion
Empire free-trade is neithier desirable or
possible. I offer to the inother country, and to
ail otiier parts of the empire, a preference iii
thic (inadiani market in excltange for a like
pu0eece in tlicirs. based upoîî the addition
()f a tcîî uer centuiî increasc. in prevailing
geiîerat taiifl, or iipcn tariffs yet to be created.

Tis ohliged 1<nglanl te îcoie t o a decision
reigards t hiý iroli ii wh icli slîc had been

.-ccking to soix i wjtheît 1iowcver taking it.
If she refuîsed, the dominions felt free to,

follow the course which thev (Ieemed best
tînder the circumrstances.

The Prime Minister's proposai was broad
enutgh to satisfy the dlaims cf ail parties
with the exception perhaps of those who were
jutent on establishing free trade hetween ail
the component parts of the empire. It wcuid
have been absurd te aspire te the latter,
because *'economnicall speaking," it is unsumiîn.
Th(, ansxvcr wa- îlnot long in forth-
comiug. Mr. Neville Chamberlaint, in January,
1932, i eferri n g t o t h( comci ng luit ia i cc-
nom C (00 fercu ce ,î ted:

Ilis Mýajcsty-s goveriiiieut attaches extreme
inipcrtaue te tlîis cciîfcrciie, andi it intends
te bing te heau a iri deterîi nation to con-
eiîulc agreemilent., suscecptible of considerabiy in-
ci îasiiîg tthe iiîter -iiiîuîeiial tradc. Tt is evident
tthit the domaiions îlo iloiv quiestioni oui riglît
te levy cuî,tcîas duties in or owa iuterests,
vitlici te crcuît revenues or restniet imports,
thiaui ive lhave quicstiuiied ttîcir rigtît te do the
sainec.

This was a straight and clear eut statement.
Englînci abandîîoned in t uacti cc hcr cent uîry-
ciii policy of free traîle. Engiand found it
neccesairy te seclîre a market for her basic
inuhstries, and the dominions iikewise for
thcir farmn predtîcts.

Those epposed te this poiicy contended that
the proposais imade by the right hon. Prime
M\inister woîiid net materialize.

To-day, peliticai eppouents who preclaimed
thât this policy xvas impracticabie, note that
tue mothcr country and the other dominions
have understood the soundness cf the views
cf the one who at pirescrnt is iooked uipon as
eue of the Most ilustrieus statesmen cf the
cempire.

The xveakness of the Roman empire was
thaqt ne eue seemed te realize that the integrai
parts which comprised it were deveioping and
drawing their source cf strength from the
very principies which had buiit up Reme's
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greatuess, and that they naturaiiy aspired te
emuiete ber. The disintegratien which re-
sulted forms a pericd in history which serves
as our best guidance. We are acquainted with
the dissensions which breke up each cf its
cempoent parts and caused the fali cf Rome's
greatness.

Engiand. en the ccutrary, coneeded the
domninions' rigbit te independence; at the
Iniperiai cunfercuce ef 1926, she ackncwledged
"that tbey werc comiponient parts cf this
secictY cf autcuomous communitics, equai in
status, in ne way subordinate one te another
as regards thcir demestic or externai
aff:îirs." Ever since then Engiand reiied
more ou the dominions wvhicha were tale-
ing a more active part in the world's
trade movemeut. It was te avoid the
ilisintegratien cf tue emipire anît uissi.- îouns
uîncng flic nations wbicb comprise it that cul
Prime Miuister invitcd Engiand aud the
British ccmmcuoweuith cf nations te iay the
fetîndutions cf tbis ncw society xvhich hadl a
simiilar aimi and fouîni their ewn strengtb,
uct onil- in seutimeutal tics, but aIse and
cspecualiv iu t heur îeutual and materiai
iutercsts.'

(aiied îîpou, sir. as a Canadian te take
part iu the ervel ion cf this new edifice, I feci
if ueeessary toecxtcnd my entire cccperation
lîe î: ilc it cnuîres cli. t hn i ca eîv ival i.draws
us dloser iuto this British ccîmcunweaith. gives
us more authoritv in cul, dealiugs witb our
neighhciirs te the souîth. and bv the buîilding
oîf tiii S t. Laîwi-n ace wa t rwa v wi il enu îre
ccc miateriai andl social deaiugs with tbem,
thus uffording us te uct as a iuk betwecn
thc British ccnmnwvcaith anti the cmmunitv
cf Amnericun nations as a guarautce bcth cf
pcuce cf the worid anud cf its prosperit3.

Mi. 1~ckr I istencd prescntiv te the
hion. mienier for Athabasca (mi.. Davies)
whiie ho ivas reviewing most cf the measures
inenticucul in the speech fî'om the thrcnc,
ivhicb have my whole-bearted approvai; how-
?vcr. hefore rcstiming m 'v seat. rnay I be
-iicowed toexctcud te the right bon. Prime
Minister the assurance ef mi deecp gratitude
1c r the great henour which he bas kindi *v
hestcwcd cn the peeple cf the ccustituiency cf
Jacques Cartier in mu itiug their humble repre-
seutative to seccnd the addres, in rcpiy te
the speech fronu the thronc. Wherefore, sir,
1 am plcused te second the moticn cf my hon.
colicague from Athabasca.

Right Hou. W. L. MACKENZIE KING
(Leader cf the Opposition): Mr. Speaker, it
is net possible te look in your direction with-
out observing the greeting which hou. ruembers
opposite have extended te ene of their num-


