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carniage of freight or passengers, or ta allow or make
any secret or special tells, rebate, drawbacks or con-
cession, or any higher rates for the carniage of freight
or passengers than those heretofore or hereafter fixed,
sonder the authority of existing or future legislation
of tIse parliament of Canada, by the Governor in
Council, or by tIse railway committee of tIse Privy
Council, or by any commission or other authority.

You will note by that Iast clause that we
were prohibited only in the matter of raising
rates in Manitoba. The question cam.e up et
that time that it might be possible under that
contract for Manitoba ta raise the rates on
that portion of the line running front the
boundary of Manitoba to Fort William, a dis-
tance of something over 290 miles. This is
what Mr. Blair antioipated at that time might
be a danger in making that contrac t. He said:

I do net lhesitate ta say that I feared, and I fear at
this momnent, tIsat tIsera snay ha such a reductin of
rates forred by tIse action of tIse Manitoba goveru-
ment upon the Canadien Northern Railway as to
lesd tIse Canadien Northern, aven with the approval,
if it were necessary, of the goveruiment of Manitoba,
ta impose higher rates on traffie an portions of their
lina outside of the province of Manitoba, sa as
thcreby ta reduce thse bass which will result froni opera-
tisons within that province.

They thought we were going to make a
loss on that contract, and that we would raise
the rate in Ontario ta help make up our
deficits. That is the reason w-hy the clause
which I have just read was placed in the
contract, in order that we should not charge
any higher rates. My hon. f riend from La-
belle (Mr. Bourasa)-I saw him in the cham-
ber a f ew minutes ago--ws in the House at
that time, and he made a similar reference,
as f ollows:

I understand that the Attorney General of Mai-
tobsa indicated that tIsera could ha no discriminating
rats fixed hy the goverisment of Manitoba, because
it would ha favourable to the whole people of Meut-
tobsa; hut the point that I have becu cnaking doms
not refer ta tIse casa of discrimination between classes
of shippers, but ta thea case of discrimination between
one province and another. Iu such a case the Mani-
tobsa governissnt would fih a rate lowar for tIse people
of Manitoba and higher for the people of Ontario
and tIse Northwest Territories-

'In view of these statements the clause I
have just read was inoorporated in that legis-
la ian. The hon. member for 1IÂbelle later
moved the following amendment-he was stili
auxiaus ta iraise the rates in Ontario:
-in favour of or against aither (1) any individuel or
corporation, or (2) tIse people or shippers of or froni
any particular place, section, district or province.

This was answered by Sir Wilfrid Laurier,
as follaws:

1 would say to my hou, friand front Lahelle that
if this bill ware hafore thse railway commission I do
not think I would have auy serions objection ta his
amendînent; in fact, I would have noue at aIl, hecause
iu niy judgment it adds nothing to or detraets noth-
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ing frorn the sense of the clause we have before us.
The clause now rcads as follows:

"Nothing in this ct or in this indenture contained
ini the sehedule hereto, or donc in pursuance of this
aet or of the said indentures shall....authorize
the Canadian Northern Railway Company to charge
or demand assy higher rates--"

Mr. Blair followed and said:
1 desire to say only one word. The hon. member

for Labelle bas attributed to nme statements and
purposes which I did not make or entertain when
this bill was under consideration before the railway
coirndttee. I did nlot suggest the inclusion of that
section ini this bill dos any way, shape or forme; it
did flot ernanate from mie. The gentlemen who wcre
proniuoting this bill introduced a special clause for
the purpase of affording saine assurance to, I prcsunîe,
samne ersans on thc committec who badl doubots as ta
whether thc action of parliament ini passing this bill
would in corne degree impair its power and authority
in the premises, that it would have no such effect.

All that I suggested in the committee was that
inasmuch as the object of the ameodment which hadl
emanated frein the promoters of the bill, and by
whch it was proposed ta say that nothiug in the
act shoesld interfeire with the porwar cf the raslway
coennittee is respect to rates; that is to say, that
the rates could not ha made any higher than the
rates fixed by the Governor in Counicil under the
Railway Act, and that mnasmuch as the clause only
referred to the question of the raising of rates, 1
thought it would be reasonable to also, add a clause
having refarence ta discrimination, or to the making
of secret rehates or other arrangements whieh are
clearly declared against by the provisions of the
Railway Act.

Mr. Sifton, then Minister of the Interior,
deait with the ms.tter in the following
language:

As I underatand thie argument wh.ioh la adv"Scd
hy thse hon. menhar ifor Labelle, it le ta the affect
that the saving clause in section 3 of tihe set wehich
praides that the power of the parliaffment of Canada
snd the Dominion goverusieut shall raeau umn-
pai-red in regard ta this bill, takes away the power of
the local authoority ta reduce rates.

Mr. Boumssa: I did nt say that this clause teck
away frein the Manitoba goverument the power ta
redue rates.

Sir aifford Sif ton: My hon. driend (,Mr. Bourassa)
has made the argument, that because of the auppoeed
change in the contract, ManitoIsa hms been beaten
ont of the control of rates for which. she hcu'gained.
'Phat was lais argumnent, and if Ihait seas nt his
argument, it we nat anything. There is nothing lu
it; tt is whoily andl entirely foundationless.

Mr. Blair later went on ta say:
If a cosnpany agrees-I do ot care if they only

agree wMtt a city; I do not cars if they only agree
with individuals-4f they agree with ans individuel
ta maire the rate an *muoh. and it becomes a mitter
of piublie knowledige that thesa rates are iowcr tIsai
shauld ohtain, then thie commission ail ha justi5ied
in saying: You are bonnid by thme rates, hecause
you have yoinrselves declarcd th&t you will ha pre-
paredl to carry traffic at thase rates, and you cermot;
coniplain if we fix thani.

Now 1 want to des.l wilh the security held
by the province of Manjitoba in respect ta
thlis contract. First of ail let me point out
that when the province of Manitoba made


