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The minister says that we do not cast any
refiections upon him. 0f course we do not,
but it does not necessarily foilow, because
we have every confidence in him pereon-
aily, that everything in his management
of public affaire was, done in the beet in-
terests of the prublic. For instance, there
wae a moet unfortunate condition of affaire
in connection with the administration of
the Seed Grain Act in former years. The
Government, under the Minister 0f the In-
terior, set out ta get the farmers seed grain
at $1.50 a bushel. It was sent out ta al
the different villages and some of them
:refused it; they would flot aliow it into the
settiement because it had so many weeds.

Mr. ROCHE: That ie not quite in accord-
ance with the f acte.

Mr. XNOWLES: It is true in one case
to my knowiedge. There are whole dis-
tricts out West in which the farmers hold
up their hands in distress b>ecause the
homesteads on which they had worked s0
diligently are 110w full of dirty- weeds. 1
do not blame, the minister for that, but I
am saying that we should have more in-
formation about these matters before we
vote the money; otherwise, we might as
well vote the money in biank. I may say
that 1 neyer saw as poor a crop of oats as
this year. I do not say it is the minister's
f auit.

Mr. BURRELL: The hon. member surely
does not put that down ta me?

Mr. KNOWLES: It may be due ta some-
thing else, but stili it may be due ta rotten
seed. 1 think this item ehouid stand for
further information.

Mr. MA'CDONALD: The House is cer-
tainly entitled to information as ta rwhat
the Government paid -with the se-ed, what
they received back, and 'what the cost of
depreciation w.as. Was any profit *made
upon this transaction, or was *any profit
soughtP What was the coat of organization?
These are natural and reasonable questions
to ask in connection w4th a transaction in-
voiving the expenditure of this large
amount of money.

Mr. B'URRELL: We have not got al
those details yet, as the whole thing lias
not (been cieaned up. Bunt I arn in a posi-
tion ta say this: so far as the Government
i3 concerned, we have actually made a littie
,on the transaction, not that we -wanted ta
inake anything ont of it, but by virtue of
the f act of purchase and sale and the dif-
ferences in mnarkets, we have repaid every

cent of the rnoney aind have a balance in
hand at thq present time.

Mr. MACDONALD: I have asked the
minister for information on certain points.
Wýhy does hie not prooeKd to tell the coin-
rnittee on what basis these goods were
bought and on what basis they were sold,
end whether they were soid at a figure to
cover, the cost of purchase, cleaning and
a orofit besidesP

Mr. BURRELL: They were sold at the
cost of purchase, re-cleaning, b'agging and
shipping. No profit, of course, was made.

Mr. KNOWLES: Evidently the minister
does flot agree to let the item stand. I
think it is an unfortunate position to put
us in. I do not think we should have to
ask that the item stand. It is only reason-
able that the Govern*ment should be willing
to give an explanation of these matters,
even -without it being asked for. The faet
of the minister flot agreeing to my sugges-
.ion that 'we should have fuller information
before passîng this vote is not at ail ta hie
credit. He says there ie nothing to sup-
press. I do not aay there is, but let us
have ail this information. The session will
not be over for soine days, posýsibly weeks,
and there 15 noa reason in the world why we
,should not be given this information.

Mr. BURRELL: I think my hon. friend
lias imisstated me entirely. 1 have not the
slightest objection to allowing the item te
stand.

Mr. KNOWLES: Do you flot think it is a
rýeasonable request?

Mr. BURRELL:- I am not disputing it.
I have tried to give, and I think I have
given, a fairly goold explanation of the
whole s'ubject. As to giving -ail the details
of the purchase and &ale of this wheat, my
hon. friend could not expect that infor-
mation this afternoon, because I did not
knoaw this matter was coming up. I did
not corne here prepared. with a lot of de-
tails, and sny officers cannot be got. This
subject could have been discussed pretty
fuly on iny own Estimates when the seed
vote was put through. I had a lot af in-
formation at that time, but I have not got
it now, and I regret I -arn unable to get it.
I have noý objection ta allowing the item
to stand. I amn always ready te give the
full-est information on this or any other
subject connected With my departrnent. I
do flot care h<>w mrnch publicity we get;
the more the better, as far as I amn con-
cerned.

I-tem stands.


