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that in the Chair hie will be the impartial
servant of the House.

But, if I arn surprised that my hion.
friend the leader of the government has
selected my hion. friend from East Grey to
be the Speaker of this Hanse, stili more
surprised arn I, stili more surprised must
everybody be,A.hat the selection has receiv-
ed the endorsation of my hion. friend the
Minister of Publie Works (Mr. Monk) and
my lion. friend the Postrnaster General (Mr.
Pelletier), Nationalist representatives in
the government. If my hion. friend from
East Grey (Mr. Sproule) were to read as as-
siduously as I read the Nationaiist press
hie would know what a badi man hie is, hie
would know that according to the National-
ist press, and according to Nationalist ora-
tors also, hie is so bad that it is a crime for
a member of the Liberai party, or any party,
especially the Nationaiist party to vote
with him. on any division. He would have
learned that in 1905 there was a conspiracy
between him and me, when autonomy was
hein- granted to Alberta and Saskatche-
wan, to deprive the Catholie population of
their schoois. and the French settlers of
their language. Ahl this, and much more
was written and spoken during the last
campaign, and yet on this day, this very
day, the first of the session, my hion. friend
is the chosen candidate for the presidency
of this House of the Nationalist party. In
this they give us the measure of what we
are to believe of their denunciations, and
the3y show how easily they can swallow
their principles if what they speak: and
write can be dignified with the name of
principies.

Mr. BORDEN. Dr. Flint, my right hion.
friend (Sir Wilfrid Laurier) has not re-
ceived the proposais of the government
with the best possible humour, but I sup-
pose that under .the circumnstances we
shouid flot have expected that hie would
have be-en in much better humour than hie
has shown hirnself to-day. After ail hie bas
indulged in a more or less rambiing speech
with regard to the proposai made, and in
the end hie has admitted that the gentle-
man proposed by the government is a gen-
tleman entirely worthy of the very bigh
honour whicb it is proposed to confer upon
him. I wou]d like to say to the rigbt lion,
gentleman (Sir Wilfrid Laurier) that hie
has already begun to give evidence of the
fact that hie is ready to preach -in opposi-
tion that wbich bie did not practise in
power. His speech was full of surprises,
surprises that certain dissensions whicb hie
had hoped to see in the ranks of hon, gen-
tlemen on this side of the House bad not
made themseives manifest. His appeal la
that regard was unworthy of the right hon.
gentleman, but the exhibition which hie bas
given to-day is no new incident in his poli-
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tical record. I would like to tell hlm that
so far as lion, gentlemen on this side of the
House are concerned, tbey are, without ex-
ception, so far as I amn aware, willing to
support the nomination of the gentleman
whom I have named, and if the right hon.
gentleman desires to test that, the oppor-
tunity la open to him now. I can only add
that nominations of this kind have la the
past been received la a somewhat different,
spirit from that which the right hion. gen-
tleman has *exhibited to-day; but I would
like to say finally thnt under ail the cir-
cumstances every allowance should be,
made to the right hion. gentleman for the Ii
temper which hie has shown on this occa-
s'ion.

The motion being put to the House,
The Clerk of the House declared the

motion carried la the affirmative, nemine
contradicente, and Thomas Simpson
Sproule, Esquire, member for the electoral
district of East Grey, duly elected tç the
Chair of the House.

Mr. Sproule was conducted from bis -seat
la the House to the Speaker's Chair by
Hon.,R. L. Borden and Hon. George E.
Foster.

Hon. THOMAS S. SPEOULE (Speaker-
elect). I beg to tender to this House my
sincere and hearty thanks for the high hon-
our it has conferred upon me by electing
me as its Speaker. It wlil be my pleasure, as
weli as my duty, to endeavour to deserve that
high honour by dealing with ai] questions
which corne before me la my officiai char-
acter with flrmness and with impartiality.
I arn fully senrible of my unfitness for the
position, but I rely confldently upon the
co-operation of hon. members-on both sides
of this House to assist me la maintaining
our i-ights and privileges and in p.reserving
our rights and priviieges, and ia preserving
the freedom and dignity of debate, accord-
ing to ancient usage.

The sergeant-at-arms then placed the
Mace on the Table of the Htouse.

On motion of Mr. Borden, House adjourn-
ed at 8.40 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three.
o'clock.

Mr. SPEAKER. I have the bonour- to
inform the bouse that I have recelved a-
communication from the secretary of- Hi&
Royal Highness the Governor General as
follows:


