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Mr. E .. M CND. I thhik lu
justice 10 the Minister off Railways that
a fair statoujient off %vhat w-ais broughit ont
!l tie Conilitee off Public Accounits with
referetîc o 1 the New Brunsw-ick Petrolouni
Company shouiti ho placeti bofore this coin-
mitlee. 1 w-as s-ery inuch surprisodl to lis-
ten to aiy bon. friend froin Hamiltotn ('-%I.
Barkosj, who, I ans sure, like evory other
,mombor off that committee w-ho listonoti care-
ffuily bo the evidence taken la regard to the
transacetion that took pliace betw-oen that
company and the Initercoloulal Rillway,
toit ltaï: no imputation off any ktmtd conld
lie usado ag-aiust the M-Ninister off Railways
or bis deîjartmont lu reference to that pur-
chase. Lt wvas show-mui couciusiveiy that a
botter quality of 011 ivas obtaineti for the
Intercoloniai Railway thon could bo got
elsow-bere, and at a savi-ng off five cents a
gallon.

1-Mr. R1. L. BORDEN. ThaI is al malter
flot shouid ho left I the officer off the de-
partment.

Mr. E. MN. MACDONALD. Thal is what
the miaister diti. Ho inlimatt 10 Mr. Pot-
-tinger the general manager off the railwav.
that there wals to hoe found la the couinîy off
Weslnsoreliaad. lai tîte vicinilv w-ioro fuis
ohl ias to ho used. a quailtity off 011 off
bef 1er quaiity aud more salisfactor-y for
flie parlicular pur-pose, aind that il migbit as
w-el! bo purchiased. My flotu. ýfriend froni
Hamilton. altbouigli hoe -madle tbe strongesl
case that coulti lie macle, lthrew oround
the tacts ail liiose suspicions circunistances
wicdl oniy bue cati rail to bis aid wheli

stating a case; but mny boit. friettd shonlil
bave hoon falc to ftie minister, because we
had tbo teslimoýny off Mr. Sunîmiier., a fois-
or Mayor off Moncton aud a promixtont Con-
servativo usotubor off the legislalure off New
Brunswick, to the effect rtal Ibis wbole
elorprise -%vas one int w-biclt mnen oit botb
sides off polilics bad onloroîl six or sevea
years o9go, fron purely palriolic motives-
entirely for lte purpose off developisîg fie
011 industry off the provi-e off Noew Brns-
wick: lthalte moumieul MEr. bmeanlc-
cause Miaistor off Hailwiav lie emîde;tvourîil
10 dissociato Itiiissof ajbsolîitelv fiot1,tilte,
comnsîy, auj thot .'siîtce Ibajt finie, 1'04.
be bas baUd Do direct. and 1 ans sure no
inidirect, management of fle c111ia(-1aî
took 1n0 itîtereat in it as -Mir. Summer says:

I hîad 10 eonmnuication frotu hlm except to
write once or 1w ice nrging ou lthe co0mpany to
areepi bisi cesigualion, but cvery year he wras
urged 1)y thse direetors 10 hold on longer, yoîî
eau uiîdnrstand the reamon. Previnus 10 flic
tinte ni mxv cousîng as nominal manager titi
policy w-as to cave thse oul, ami they bad plans
evets to build a reflnerx'.

Wlîei tn.- liais. fii-tid freetl]. Suiiu-
uier. bocamle mai:nagesý off fic iî-îlat-.l
steuit(I off carry. iîtg 0o1t tue polir-y whlti Mcfr
Enstaît--ton lia11 ailoîi off -txlnthe oiU,
Mr. suitmnier iîtîiedizîrel- lt-lied 10 di
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pose off the 011. aud it w-as hoe w-ho iniitiateti
the proceedings lu regardi to its- sale. 11e
wýent on to point out flot onlly that the M-Nin-
ister off Railways bad enteraI imbt this mat-
ter fromn purely patriotie roasons. for the
I)tfl'p0e off deveioping the industry lu bis
couuity anti province, but that hoe bad bast
money la ItI, as au-y one acquainted witb
tho tacts knew to lie the case. Thius for
instance in regard 10 tho question whethier
Mr. Etunierson received any moniey !i îhis
couttection we have this evidoace.

Q. Has he received any money from the romi-
pany through his connection with it ?-A. No.
I do not believe ho vould take Lt. I do not
believe anybody would. This bas been more of
a sentimental affair, and if Lt turned out well
Lýt would be a good thing for the eountry.

Q. It was ln the interests o! the country gen-
erally to deveioýp the industry ?-A. Yes, I may
expiain that I tee! very strongly on the point,
fiecauise 'that is the only teeling I have ever
had Lu regard to tihe compaîîy.

Tlioso tbings are therefore clear. L'iraI
thant the Minister off Raiiways baU no por-
sonai interest in having the New Brunswick
Petroleum Pompai»' sel! the ohl. He baU no
coUnecton with tho company, fromn the
standpoint off being ils manager, since 1894.
Anti further 1 may say that if bis policy.
since lie hecame minister, lad been adopteti,
no oil would have been sold. But Mr.
Suminer w-antoti 10 seli the ohl, andi lie sold
it at lire cents a gallon less than the goverui-
mont w-ero paying for the samne kind off oul
useti for that purpose. My hon. frienti at-
tempted to create the suspicion that the
Minister off Railw'ays bas done somnetflinig
îiproper, but lu the liglit off these clear anti
definite fucîs, even my hon. frientis susîîi-
clous minc ivili hardly finti anytbiug whicl
lie ean torture int a prelext for throwing
blanie on the minister. Lt may lie sald that
the lion. miîxister shoulinot have w ritten
Mr. Pottinger auggestiag the purchase off
the ohl. I do flot sc how any possible sus-
picion can attacli to hlm on that groundf.
No doubt it -as necessary to ask thec re--
ponsihlo bondl off the department w-hother
u svas possible to purchase that oul iu the
county or not. Whiy should tho iiuiiister

inot say to Mr. Pottinger bohre are figures
which show that you can huy Élis oil, for
Ilie put-pose off malcing Pintacli gas. at fivo
cents lier gallon clteaîîer thita you havi'
to puy for it from the Uinited Staites. Andi
under tue circunmstances, w'hy should not tue
iniisier afiviso ils purchase ?

I subînit th;it uiy hon. friend is1 not fair
in tho way lie daswith '.\I. I.oige. Me.
Lotige is flot merely a frionti off the M-lin-
isteor off Riilways personally but lie le al
teiutlimani w-ho bas been for the last tw-outy
y-ears. inmnlor lioth goveriiuscuts. sou ing goods
10 tue Interi-olonial Railw;ýi * ils mauiufac-
tuters' agntt. H1e w;is asccd

Q. -Was thîs the fle:z limie you ever n uon-
- iacre fruits the lu seýoluniai RoiNay k O-it,
;Io.
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