2:14

Indian Affairs and Northern Development

17-10-1974

[Text]

® 1625
Miss Macdonald (Kingston and The Islands): To come
back to the statement there was a proposal or suggestion
that was not anticipated perhaps and was not included in
your brief. I think the reference was to a new kind of
funding, utilizing the form of CMHC. Is there any con-
sideration being given by you and your executive as to
ways in which you might use CMHC funds? Is this now in
any form of discussion in your group?

Mr. Manuel: This is our position. We are not aware of
the things you are talking about at all. We have not been
made aware of it at all. At least I do not know.

The Chairman: Mrs. Campagnolo.

Mrs. Campagnolo: Thank you very much. In following
up Miss MacDonald’s congratulations to you I would just
like to note that Mr. Manuel was unanimously re-elected
and that is something that none of us will ever be able to
achieve. So I think you deserve double congratulations

I would like to begin by asking if it is the philosophy of
the National Indian Brotherhood that the belief, founded
on the fact that Indian people of Canada must be housed at
no cost to the Indian people receiving these homes, is it
your belief that there should be universal free housing?

Mr. Manuel: In the paper itself it declares that the funds
should be made available to the Indian people themselves
and the Indian people themselves will decide how to apply
that money to begin an infrastructure kind of development
in which every level of the community, all parts of the
community will get involved.

Mrs. Campagnolo: I understand that part of the struc-
ture, but I am wondering if the people receiving the houses
are in fact going to invest something of themsdlves in
those houses?

Mr. Manuel: I think it was the infrastructure that was
intended.

Mrs. Campagnolo: So you do not really believe every
Indian person in Canada should be granted a free home?

Mr. Manuel: No, I think the Indian people would de-
velop that structure themselves.

Mrs. Campagnolo: The structure for the repayment of
the loans would be one that would be done at the band
level?

Mr. Manuel: It would be done at the band level.

Mrs. Campagnolo: I see. The other point that has been
brought up a number of times that I would like to bring
forward is the—

Mr. Manuel: You know, in relation to that first question
I just want to emphasize the fact that 50 to 60 per cent of
our people are unemployed and that the situation of our
people in relation to economic development has never been
taken into consideration in any of the development that
has taken place. I do not want to belabour this situation
that economic development takes place at the civil service
level, not at the community level, and that is where we
want to decentralize it. We want to move it from there to
here. I think our proposal would create the kind of eco-
nomic independence through the activity we are seeking.

[Interpretation]

Mlle MacDonald (Kingston et les Iles): Pour en venir a
la déclaration, celle-ci continue a étre une suggestion ou
une proposition dont votre mémoire ne faisait pas état, et
notamment un nouveau type de financement par le canal
de la Société centrale d’hypothéques et de logement. Est-ce
que vous-méme et vos adjoints avez envisagé la fagon dont
les fonds de la Société centrale d’hypothéques et de loge-
ment pourraient étre utilisés a cette fin?

M. Manuel: Je ne suis pas au courant de ce que vous
venez d’évoquer étant donné qu'on ne m’en a pas parlé.

Le président: Madame Campagnolo.

Mme Campagnolo: Je vous remercie, monsieur le prési-
dent. Je tiens simplement a signaler que M. Manuel a été
réélu a 'unanimité, performance qu’aucun d’entre nous ne
saura jamais égaler. A ce titre vous méritez d'étre double-
ment félicité.

J’aimerais savoir si la Fraternité nationale des Indiens
estime que le peuple indien a le droit d'étre logé
gratuitement.

M. Manuel: Dans notre mémoire il est dit que les fonds
devraient étre remis au peuple indien qui sera alors libre
de décider de la fagon dont cet argent sera dépensé en vue
de la construction de logements avec la participation de la
collectivité tout entiére.

Mme Campagnolo: Je comprends ce point, mais je me
demande si les personnes qui recevront ces maisons y
investiront elles-mémes quelque chose.

M. Manuel: Il avait été question uniquement de
I'infrastructure.

Mme Campagnolo: Donc ce n’est pas votre avis que
chaque Indien du Canada devrait se voir attribuer une
maison gratuitement?

M. Manuel: Non, le peuple indien y pourvoira lui-méme.

Mme Campagnolo: Les modalités de remboursement
des préts seraient décidées au niveau de la bande?

M. Manuel: C'est exact.

Mme Campagnolo: Je voudrais par ailleurs soulever une
autre question. ..

M. Manuel: En ce qui concerne votre premiére question
je tiens a souligner que 50 a 60 p. 100 du peuple indien est
actuellement au chémage, qu’on n’a jamais tenu compte d'e
la situation économique de notre peuple lorsqu’on considé-
rait le développement économique du pays dans son
ensemble. Il est inutile de répéter ici que le développement
économique se fait au niveau de la Fonction publique et
non au niveau communautaire ol nous voudrions qu'il se
fasse. Notre proposition nous permettrait de réaliser notre
indépendance économique.



