
Each country of the Special Union shall have one vote.(6)

Subject to subparagraph (b), the decisions of the Committee of Experts shall 
require a simple majority of the countries of the Special Union represented and 
voting.

(7) (a)

Decisions concerning the adoption of amendments to the Classification shall 
require a majority of four-fifths of the countries of the Special Union 
represented and voting. “Amendment” shall mean any transfer of goods or 
services from one class to another or the creation of any new class.

(b)

The rules of procedure referred to in paragraph (4) shall provide that, except in 
special cases, amendments to the Classification shall be adopted at the end of 
specified periods; the length of each period shall be determined by the 
Committee of Experts.

(c)

Abstentions shall not be considered as votes.(8)

Article 4

Notification, Entry Into Force and Publication of Changes

Changes decided upon by the Committee of Experts and recommendations of the 
Committee of Experts shall be notified to the competent Offices of the countries of the Special 
Union by the International Bureau. Amendments shall enter into force six months after the date of 
dispatch of the notification. Any other change shall enter into force on a date to be specified by the 
Committee of Experts at the time the change is adopted.

The International Bureau shall incorporate in the Classification the changes which have 
entered into force. Announcements of those changes shall be published in such periodicals as may 
be designated by the Assembly referred to in Article 5.

(1)

(2)

Article 5

Assembly of the Special Union

The Special Union shall have an Assembly consisting of those countries which 
have ratified or acceded to this Act.

( 1 ) (a)

The Government of each country shall be represented by one delegate, who may 
be assisted by alternate delegates, advisors, and experts.

The expenses of each delegation shall be borne by the Government which has 
appointed it.

(b)

(c)
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