
Different Risks at Different Times

The mining cycle has three distinct phases - Exploration and Development, Operation,

and Closure and Reclamation. Each involves distinct activities with different

vulnerabilities to, and likelihood of, sparking conflict. Exploration - which in later

stages involves in-the-field sampling - is typically a high-risk endeavour involving the

acquisition, preliminary assessment and then development of particular sites. As

exploration often requires covering a fairly broad geographic area, and creation of access

roads, it can create a broad range of impacts and disruptions, including an influx of new

settlers14.

Construction of the infrastructure, power and water sources required for large-scale

mining is the first major and visible consequence of the mining cycle. The number of


