CANADIAN WEEKLY BULLETIN

INFORMATION DIVISION < DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS -

OTTAWA, CANADA

Vol. 18 No. 49

December 4, 1963

CONTENTS
The Story of Confederation — Sales and Purchases of Securities ... 4
R A New Chaptes? ... b T | vikiesr Refages Commisdoner:, &5, fndlma e 4
esearch Grants to Universities .......c.ieneed ol oot Bhuoy Installed 4
t. Lawrence Seaway Traffic Wil loziis e w3 Senegal XnVOy ANSLARCH, e omgiaies e T SR
ational Parks CONfETENCE ..c.oiiiiimmiintionininiiiisenen 3 Popular Geology Sets ...t estermminees 4
Japanese Tobacco MiSSION ...t s 3 Co-op Saves Arctic Community.....oomniiiin 5

THE STORY OF CONFEDERATION - A NEW CHAPTER?

In his speech of welcome to the provincial leaders
attending the recent Federal-Provincial Conference,
"”_’ich opened in Ottawa on November 26, Prime
Minister L.B. Pearson declared that ‘‘the success of
the conference should not be measured primarily by
"N_é number of specific decisions that we make at
this tirst meeting’’. Observing that ‘‘we are building
for more than today’’, Mr. Pearson warned that, while
the conference could ‘‘shape the direction of Canadian
‘eckralism for a generation’’, it would do so ‘“‘only
ff we see the conference as a new beginning’’.

«.] see this conference, “he went on, ““as one of
@ number of meetings, perhaps some of them of
different kinds. Improved liaison machinery —~ which
is one of the items on our present agenda — could
Provide the continuing contact which would prepare
the ground for such meetings and make them more
tuitful,”’

The body of Mr. Pearson’s opening statement
follows in part:

i ...We have cause to be profoundly grateful that,
c"l adjusting federal-provincial relations to new
C"Cumstances and new attitudes, we do so ina
Ountry where tolerance, moderation and a capacity
Ot compromise are a part of the very substance of
% being, The two great cultures from which our
tfaditions preponderantly, though not exclusively,
Spring - the French and the British — are noted on
one hand for a practical pragmatism and on the
Oher hand for a clear logic in approach to problems.
th such a unique heritage, and with our long
taditions of democracy and compromise, we can

-~

surely solve our present problems. If there is any
doubt of that, we must indeed have lost many of
the qualities that enabled us to create this country
in the first place. I am confident we have not.

Our agenda provides for discussion, first, of
the economic problems that confront us at this time.
There are the problems of achieving a high and
consistent rate of economic growth, the problems of
employment and of training for employment, the
problems of trade in a competitive and changing
world. They are all Canada-wide problems, national
problems, but they are also all problems with which
provincial governments are deeply concerned.

In one case — trade — the jurisdiction is speci-
fically federal, In another — vocational education —
it is specifically provincial. But you are properly
concerned about the influence of trade policies on
industries in each province, just as we are justifiably
concerned about the particular aspects of vocational
training which have a direct bearing on employment
and economic growth in Canada....

The mingling of responsibilities in a federal
structure of government is not confined to economic
problems, I could take as another example one of
the great non-economic problems before our country
the problem of relations between English-speaking
and French-speaking Canadians, We all agree, I think,
that the Federal Govemment has an important re-
sponsibility for bringing about a more perfect equality
of opportunity for all Canadians. But it is clear that
federal action alone will not suffice for these pur-
poses. Much of the action which would achieve
greater equality lies in the area of provincial juris-
diction. '

(Over)




