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This paper provides an interim report on a project designed to explore themes promoting
community or individualism in U.S. and Canadian media law and through journalistic practice. In
particular, its focus is on the ways. and the extent to which the law, the court and the media in each
country tend toward perspectives that favor the rights of individual journalists. and media
operations or that emphasize the values of community and the place of the media within the broader
context of communities.

The first part of this paper examines the way courts in Canada and the United States have
interpreted their respective constitutional provisions for freedom of expression by looking at
themes i those judgments that appear to promote individnaiism. or, more specifically, individual
rights of the mass media on one hand, and community or societal interests on the other. These are
not either-or distinctions, certainly, and as (3reenawalt explains, the ways i -which courts and
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