
UNHCR and Refugeoes

A "refuge." is ctefined b)' the Uinited Nations as a person who has ]leftthe. country of bis normal residence because of fear of persecution. At theen f the Second World War, the nutiber of refugees in Europe was close to2.2 mill4ion. Immediately after the War, Canada and other countries formed thieIntergoverninental Gommittee on Refugees in~ order to assist refugees lin theiremigration, re-establishment lin their country of present asyluui or voluntaryreturn to their original homes. In 1946, a United Nations Specialized Agencçy,the International Refugee Organization, was established to continue this worc.Canada becaine a member of the IRO in 1947 and, from 1946 to 1951, contributedabout $18.8 million to the erganizatioi and accepted 123,479 refugees and4*splaced persons for resottlement.

At its fourth session in 1949, the. General Assembly decided to appointa United Nations High Comudssioner for Rofugees (UNHCR), for a three-year term,to continue to protect the interests of reftz&ées after the termination of thaeIRO. In 1953, the Assembly extended the term of the 111gh Commissioner's Office.for another three-year period, and in 1957 the. term was extended fo>r a furtherfive-year period, from January 1, 1959, to December 31, 1963. The sevenitooxthsession voted in favour of a further reflewal to December 31, 1967.

The. High Comimissîoner's.role was at first a non-operational one0,limited> mainly to the protection of refugees. In 1952, howevçr, he wasauthorized to appeal for funds to enabîe emergency aid to be given to the mfostneedy groups of refugees within his mandate. Fuilds raised by this decisionwere contributed to the United Nations Refugees 'Emergency Pund (UNREF). In 1954thi~s fwid was4incorporatedj in a new voluntary fund, the United Nations RefugeFund (UNRF), whose program was aimed priincipally at the promotion of a permja-nent Buropean refugee solution by assimilation ithin Eurcopean countrîpsa nd thepromotion <of emigiration to other countrie..

On January 1, 1959, the UNREF was replaced by a ney< programme of the.1*igh. Comssoner for Refugees, administered fry the. Office of the HighComissioner under the giace of an Ex~ecutive Committee compose of iepreseyit-atives of United Na<tions~ membert governments. Canada has been a mebr of thisCoudttee siacé 1957, and~ chaired it ini 1965. Prom 1951 to 1966, CanIadacon trbuted oer $3.5 million to the. UNIICR, and it donated $650,0 in 1956<-57to theêaaia e Cross for the, assistanlce of sugaia refugee. In 1965,the Canadian Governmnt incr.ase4 it* contribution to $350,00 ftrom the. preyiousfigure of $290,0.

TlIougii the efforts of <the ±eftxgee pograme of th ntergvenmntalCoumitte, for Refugees, the. IRO and the UNC, th br of ref3gees in Eurpehas been rednqêê frout abou 2.2 m~illion in 1946 to aou 50,000 in 196~7. Hwever, in 1965 th i 4gh Comfissioner took on added responsbilities by bringingassistance to new groups of refugees, particuîarly in Africa, viiere the. totalnumber within its purview is over 400,000. The iauprovement of the situation inEurope has been madle possible to a large extent by the contributions ofgovernments to the. United Nations and its related programmes, World Refuge. Year(WRY) and the Intergovernmental Committee for European Migration (ICEM). During
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