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increasingly be achieved by using economic instruments such as free market
mechanisms in which the prices of goods and services should increasingly
reflect the environmental costs of their input, production, use, recycling and
disposal subject to country-specific conditions.

88. Improving production systems through technologies and processes that
utilize resources more efficiently and at the same time produce less wastes -
achieving more with less - are important pathways towards sustainability for
business and industry. Similarly, facilitating and encouraging inventiveness.
competitiveness and voluntary initiatives are necessary for stimulating more
varied, efficient and effective options. To address these major requirements
and strengthen further the role of business and industry, including
transnational corporations, the following two programmes are proposed.

PROGRAMME AREAS
A. Promotin \ n T ion
Basis for action

89. There is increasing recognition that production, technology and
management that inefficiently use resources, form residues that are not
reused, discharge wastes that have adverse impacts on human health and the
environment and manufacture products that when used have further impacts and
are difficult to recycle, need to be replaced with technologies, good
engineering and management practices and know-how that would minimize waste
throughout the product life cycle. The concept of cleaner production implies
striving for optimal efficiencies at every stage of the product life cycle. A
result would be the improvement of the overall competitiveness of the
enterprise. The need for a transition towards cleaner production policies was
recognized at the UNIDO-organized Ministerial-level Conference on Eceologically
Sustainable Development, held at Copenhagen in October 1991.

Objectives

90. Increase the efficiency of resource utilization, including increasing the
reuse and recycling of residues, and reduce the quantity of waste discharge
per unit of economic output.

Activiti

91. Govermments, business and industry, including transnational corporationms,
should strengthen partnerships to implement the principles and criteria for
sustainable development.

92. Governments should identify and implement an appropriate mix of economic
instruments and normative measures such as laws, legislations and standards,
in consultation with business and industry, including tramnsnational
corporations, that will promote the use of cleaner production, with special
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