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Chapter XV
THE INTER-AMERICAN JURIDICAL COMMITTEE
Article 104

The purpose of the Inter-American Juridical Committee is to serve the
Organization as an advisory body on juridical matters; to promote the
progressive development and the codification of international law; and to
study juridical problems related to the integration of the developing
countries of the Hemisphere and, insofar as may appear desirable, the
possibility of attaining uniformity in their legislation.

Article 105

The Inter-American Juridical Committee shall undertake the studies
and preparatory work assigned to it by the General Assembly, the Meeting
of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, or the Councils of the
Organization. It may also, on its own initiative, undertake such studies
and preparatory work as it considers advisable, and suggest the holding
of specialized juridical conferences.

Article 106

The Inter-American Juridical Committee shall be composed of eleven
jurists, nationals of Member States, elected by the General Assembly for
a period of four years from panels of three candidates presented by
Member States. In the election, a system shall be used that takes into
account partial replacement of membership and, insofar as possible,
equitable geographic representation. No two members of the Committee may
be nationals of the same State.

Vacancies that occur for reasons other than normal expiration of
the terms of office of the members of the Committee shall be filled by
the Permanent Council of the Organization in accordance with the criteria
set forth in the preceding paragraph.

Article 107

The Inter-American Juridical Committee represents all of the Member
States of the Organization, and has the broadest possible technical
autonomy.

Article 108

The Inter-American Juridical Committee shall establish cooperative
relations with universities, institutes, and other teaching centers, as
well as with national and international committees and entities devoted
to study, research, teaching, or dissemination of information on
juridical matters of international interest.

Article 109

The Inter-American Juridical Committee shall draft its statutes,
which shall be submitted to the General Assembly for approval.

The Committee shall adopt its own rules of procedure.



