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concerted multi-dimensional strategies and measures that should be

people-oriented. Such strategies and measures will require continual upgrading and
the productive utilization of human resources with a view to promoting equality and
producing sustained, endogenous development of societies and groups of individuals.

Paragraph 15

The three goals of the Decade - equality, development and peace - are
inextricably linked to the three sub-themes -~ employment, health and education.
They constitute the concrete basis on which equality, development and peace rest.
The enhancement of women's equal participation in development and peace requires
the development of human resources, recognition by society of the need to improve
womeri's status, and the participation of all in the restructurinag of society. It
involves, in particular, building a participatory human infrastructure to permit
the mobilization of women at all levels, within different spheres and sectors. TO
achieve optimum development of human and material resources, women's strengths and
capabilities, including their great contribution to the welfare of families and to
the development of society, must be fully acknowledded and valued. The attainment
-of the goals and objectives of the Decade requires a sharing of this responsibility
by men and women and by society as a whole and requires that women play a central
role as intellectuals, policy-makers, decision-make:s. planners, and contributors
and beneficiaries of development.

Paragraph 16

The need for women's perspective on human development is critical since it is
in the interest of human enrichment and progress to introduce and weave into the
social fabric women's concept of equality, their choices between alternative
development strategies and their approach to peace, in accordance with their
aspirations, interests and talents. These things are not only desirable in

themselves but are also essential for the attainment of the goals and objectives of
the Decade.

Paragraph 17

The review and appraisal of progress achieved and obstacles encountered at the
national level in the realization of the goals and objectives of the United Nations
Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace (see A/CONF.1l1l6/5 and Add.l-14)
identifies various levels of experience. Despite the considerable proaress
achieved and the increasing participation of women in society, the Decade has only
partially attained its goals and objectives. Although the earlier years of the
Decade were characterized by relatively favourable economic conditions in both the
developed and developing countries, deteriorating economic conditions have slowed
efforts directed towards promoting the equal participation of women in society and
have given rise to new problems. With regard to development, there are indications

that in some cases, although the participation of women is increasing, their
benefits are not increasina proportionately.

Paragraph 18

Many of the obstacles discussed in the Forward-looking Strategies were
identified in the review and appraisal (see A/CONF.116/5 and Add.l-14). The
overwhelming obstacles to the advancement of women are in practice caused by
varying combinations cof political and economic as well as social and cultural
factors. Furthermore, the social and cultural obstacles are sometimes aagravated



