
CANADEXPORT 
ISSN 0823-3330 

Editor-in-Chief: Amir Guindi 
Editor: Don Wight 
Contributing Editor: Louis Kovacs 
Layout: Yen Le 
Publishing: BOITE NOIRE 

Telephone: (613) 996-2225 
Fax: (613) 992-5791 
E-mail: canad.export@extott07.x400.ge.ca  
Circulation: 40,000 

Extracts from this publication may be reproduced for individual use without permission pro-
vided the source is fully acknowledged. However, reproduction of this publication in whole or in 
part for purposes of resale or redistribution requires written permission from CanadExport. 

CANADEXPORT is published twice monthly, in both English and French, by the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and International Trade (DFAIT), Trade Communications Division (BCT). 

CANADEXPORT is available in Canada to interested exporters and business-oriented people. 
For subscription send your business card. For address changes and cancellations, please send 
your mailing label. Allow four to six weeks. 
Mail to: CANADEXPORT (BCT), Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade, 

125 Sussex Drive, Ottawa KlA 0G2. 

Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade (DFAIT) March 4, 1996 

CANADEXPORT 

Small New Brunswick Port Makes Big Waves 
in Trade with Cuba 

What started out as a shrimp and lobster import operation from Cuba some 10 years ago has turned into an 
exclusive shipping of Canadian food exports to that island. 

Trade Secrets 

As the only Canadian port with 
cold storage facilities, Bayside 
Food Terminal, of Bayside, N.B. 
saw an opportunity to fill the 
Cuban ships on their return voy-
age home. 

It was during his first trip to 
Cuba, in 1992, that Bayside 
President Peter Frye decided to 
convince the Cubans to expand 
their shipping business by carry-
ing back Canadian goods instead 
of going back empty. 

First Cuban ships 
So convincing was his argument 
that the ships took on Canadian 
goods not only at his terminal 
but started loading at ports in 
Prince Edward Island and Nova 
Scotia. 

Frye didn't really mind. "At 
least they were being used for 
Canadian exports to Cuba," he 
says with a smile. 

So the Cubans started picking 

up frozen food and exports for 
the tourist population in Cuba. 

With the expansion of its ter-
minal facilities in 1990 — giving 
it a 3,000 tonne frozen, and 2,000 
tonne chilled capacity — Bayside 
has now become a big league 
shipper to Cuba. 

"liVe are now one of only two 
shippers of Canadian seed pota-
toes to Cuba," says Frye, "with 
annual shipments of 10,000 to 
12,000 tonnes, a similar quantity 
being shipped by McCain." 

In addition to seed potatoes — 
shipping concentrated during the 
months of October-November — 
Bayside now ships another 
10,000 to 20,000 tonnes of frozen 
food (pork, chicken, beef, butter, 
pork lard, French fries) as well 
as powdered milk as cargo, to 
Cuba. 

"This is no longer intended for 
mainly tourist consumption," 
says Frye, "but it is being bought  

by the Cuban government for the 
local population." 

Country of opportunity 
According to Frye, this quantity 
could even double this year "as 
the economy of Cuba that has 
bottomed out a few years ago is 
now coming back." 

Business with Cuba accounts 
for 30 per cent of the activity at 
Bayside which now sees the load-
ing of one or two Cuban ships 
every month. 

"Cuba is a fantastic country," 
says an enthusiastic Frye. "And 
it's the only spot in the world 
where Canadian companies have 
an advantage since U.S. firms 
are not allowed there," he adds. 

But not for too long, he thinks. 
Frye, who doesn't really con-

sider himself a businessman, but 
rather a facilitator for deals 
between Canadians and Cubans, 
speaks highly of the Canadian 
Embassy in Havana. 

"We have there a great team, 
very pro business for Canada," 
he comments, "and we should 
take advantage of that." 

As the food trade keeps 
increasing, Frye is confident of 
even greater trade with Cuba. 
And with maritime shipping 
being the cheapest way to trans-
port, he is probably right. 

For more information on 
Bayside Food Terminal and bulk 
shipping to Cuba, contact Bayside 
President Peter Frye. Tel.: (506) 
529-4923. Fax: (506) 529-4312. 
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