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. . sse Forty-four years ago the first flight ever
to be made in what is now the British Commonwealth was
0% 3 made -at Baddeck, Nova Scotia, just six years after the
“u0 o -opening of the air age by the Wright Brothers.  The flight
wor .in "Phe Silver Dart"™, :as the craft was named, was made by

1¥§?- John '‘A.D« MeCurdy, who has continued to contribute to the
e development of aviation in this country ever since. I
o5 .- Bhould add that until recently he was serving his country in

another capacity as lieutenant-governor of-the province in
which he made his historic flight.
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10 b3 ., In one of his early.flights, Mr. McCurdy attempted
‘to span the 105 miles of water between Key West and Cuba

ﬁif“ ovbut was forced down into-the sea a short distance from
;Hiqu Havana. ~The failure to reach his goal on that occasion did
‘900 _notodampen his belief in the potential of aviation, for he
“i5uw0abled the Toronto Star about the incident in the following

~Jelocowords: nalthough not disposed to make any wild .
“+ilocicalculations....I am seriously impressed with the possibility
of making inter-continental; trans-ocean flights by
., _ aeroplane”.
°F 2not .. It was a'similar faith in other .men combined with
“Leo pergeverance and daring that has made that cautious :
b”°b”_9tqdz§tion sound amusing today. Many of you represent
~ % _alrlines whose ships now fly across great ocean distances as
“° 00 .a matter of routine., So thoroughly have the techniques of
“l. .ocean flight been mastered that it is difficult to realize
‘! .- that as recently as the Second World War, a trans-Atlantic

,;ﬁ* . flight was still a great adventure. .
“v.. .. ..But Canada's contribution to aviation was not
‘o limited to the deeds of her early pilots alone., Canadians
Ig;-Lﬁhavgidqne their share in the technical side of aviation as
' t.well, It was a Canadian, Walter Turnbull, who is credited

* ' .with the development of .the controllable-pitch propeller
?”rgaagq5r1y¥as'l91°: an invention which much later became the
) - Btandard equipment of all aircraft and which greatly
increased their versatility and efficlency.

Bian Vi 630 a 0 0 WR31 85300888 SRAT guobed tupcexanples, I think
bivl¥ 8udtyis s padr-50 say that. Canadians have done their share in
... ‘uthe development of aviation., And I think it is also
‘. . .aogurate to sqr;thatknqhqoznt:x»haﬂ 80 greatly benefitted
"' “ufrom ayiation end the development of air trensport es has
Wy |94 Canada, , Millions, of -aores of.our land consists of
8. oforesys, mountains.and.lakes and Arctic tundra which
‘QJ;““ithVLGQE glgo.g;insqggoqntablo obstacles to communication
Lo, lounty) the advent of the:adrplanes .jie.ouz o
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