
At the ninth session of the General Assembly in 1954, ECOSOC's de-
cision was criticized by a number of delegations since they believed the reso-
lutions should have been transmitted to the Assembly. As a resuit, a resolution
was approved by 41 votes in favour, il against (Western European and Com-
monwealth countries), with 3 abstentions (Canada, Chile and Mexico),
requesting the Commission on Human Riglits to "complete its recommenda-
tions", and also requesting that the Council transmit themn to the tenth session
of the General Assembly. While making clear Canada's adherence to the con-
cept of seif-determination, the Canadian Representative expressed strong
doubts as to the propriety of the General Assembly addressing itsell directly
to a Commission which reports to the Economic and Social Council, a pro-
cedure which could be held to affect the Council's position and status.

The Human Riglits Commission, at its eleventh session i 1954, voted
again, with only minor changes, in favour of the two draft resolutions pro-
posing the establishment of the commissions mentioned above, and the two
resolutions were submitted by ECOSOC to the tenth session of the General
Assembly, together with a third draft resolution originated by the Coundil
itself. This alternative resolution, proposed by the United States, refiected the
view of a majority of the governments represented on the Council that the
concept of seif-determination should be more fully studied before any decision
was talcen to set up new snachinery to speed the realization of "the riglit of
seif-determination" proclaimed by the Soviet bloc and Arab, Asian and Latin
American countries in the United Nations. The alternative resolution provided
for the establishment of an ad hoc commission of five persons to be appointed
by the Secretary-General "to conduct a thorougli study of the concept of
seif-determination".

These recomniendations of ECOSOC and of its Commission on Human
Riglits are closely related to Article 1 of the Draft International Covenants on
Human Rights, which attempts, ini accordance with the wishes of a majority
of the member governments, to formulate the concept of seif-determination as
a collective right of "peoples" and "nations".

As a resuit of a vrolonRed debate on the question of seif-determination
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