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of these seholars are not preparing -for a University career; they are
preparing fQr the ordinary 111e of an American citizen. In the Iast
year for which there are returns-the year 1899-1900-the total num-
ber of Secondary scholars, as we have seen, was 630,048, out of whoxu
314,856 were learning Latin. But of that number only 61,517 were
preparing for a college or a higher scientifle school; no0 Iess than
223,34D scliolars were learning Latin as an instrument of pure school
culture without any intention of continuing the study at a University. .
For the men of science in America no doubt hold, like many of our fore-
most scientiflc men in this country and iu Germany, that they would
rather begfin to teacli science to minds furnished with a sound general
education suitable to their age, with no0 kniowledge of science at ail,
than have to deal with minds imperfectly trained, unable to take in
scientifle conceptions, which have sacriflced education proper for the
isake of a so-called training 11n science unworthy of the name."1

Those who are convernant with what has been taking place in the

University know that the question of lengthening the session has been
under discussion for some, tûme, and in view of the gravity of the step

contemplated, a summary of the opinions expressed in debate wiU

prove interestlng. It bas naturally fallen to the duty of Principal

Peterson to make one, which is printed in full in this number o!

the Magazine. Our own views have been given at i3ome

length in a previons editorial, and they need not be repeated. To in-

crease the number o! our students in Arts, and so broaden the influence

o! the University is a consideration which, in our opinion, is far more

important than any other, nor bas the ea'soning of the advocates of a

longer session convinced uo that the falling-off in1 numbers which

would inevltably resuit from their action, would be speedily checked
by sach inducements, abstract and concrete, as the new scheme is by
them heid to carry with it

The importance of glving research the fullest play Is too obvious
to require comment. Comparatively young as our University le, It bas

for many years been making reputable contributions to, knowledge,
both literary and scientifie; ln fact, with the discoverles ln radio-
activity that are now exciting so much attention and speculation among

physiclats, the name o! McGill must always remain lnseparably con-
nected. Nor can we pass from.this subjeet wlthout referring to an
experiment lu radio-activlty whlch S3ir William Crookes bas just made-
an experiment as beautiful as it 19 far..reaching, anid one, besides, that
admits of being descrlbed in few and simple wordo. Certain substances


