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Quebec Savings and Trust
Company

Head Office, MONTREAL

J. N. GREENSHIELDS, K.C., President.
J. W. PYKE, Vice-President.
F. W. TOFIELD, Manager.

This Company Specializes
in the

Joint Administration
of

Municipal Sinking Funds

Full Particulars Upon Application.

206 TRANSPORTATION BUILDING,
Corner St. Francois Xavier and St. James Streets.

MUNIGIPAL OFFIGIALS

WHEN YOUEl

NEED A BOND

APPLY TO

The Dominion of Canada Guarantee
and Accident Insurance Company
Head Office, TORONTO

—"THE SEGURITY OF A BOND"—

GUARANTEED BY THE ‘‘DOMINION. "’
A STRONG CANADIAN COMPANY
WITH LARGE RESERVE FUNDS IS
SAFER, SANER AND MORE SATIS-
FACTORY IN EVERY WAY THAN
TRUSTING TO THE VARIABLE FOR-
TUNES OF PRIVATE BONDSMEN.

BRANCH OFFICES:

MONTREAL. HALIFAX. ST. JOHN. OTTAWA.
WINNIPEG. CALGARY. REGINA.
VANCOUVER.

MUNICIPAL GOVT. IN SASKATCHEWAN—Cont.

of publicity by those who should be in the best position
to consider them with due regard to the needs of the
times and the practigability of the remedies proposed.

President Wilson has said that the great weakness of
the American Federal system of government on which their
state and municipal governments are modelled is that it
parcels out power and confuses responsibility.* Many of
the commissioner forms of municipal administration that
have been set up in some of the cities of the United States
are still open to this objection being nothing less than
councils of reduced numbers called commissioners instead
of aldermen, and drawing salaries for work for which the
aldermen received none.

Another feature of parliamentary government is that the
executive early in the sessions of the legislature submits
a budget or program of contemplated expenditure. Presi-
dent Wilson and ex-President Taft have expressed regret
that their political systems do not afford opportunity for
the submission to the legislature of such a financial
program, and efforts are being made to have budget me-
thods adopted in several States,

Section 49 of the Saskatchewan Cities Act requires the
commissioners to bring down a budget and reads as fol-
lows:—“The commissioners of the city shall submit to the
council at its first meeting in each year recommendation
and estimates for expenditures which in their opinion
should be made by the city during the year; and the coun-
cil shall deal with the same and shall provide the neces-
sary funds for such expenditures as it may determine to
make."” i

Many of the Canadian municipalities which are contem-
plating seeking changes in their charters should consider
the essential features of this native system, which par-
cels out power, but fixes responsibility both as to duties

of the commissioners and of the council.” It also makes’

self-evident the obligations and opportunities of citizenship
in its relationship to the council, so that the commission-
ers, the aldermen and the people can see which. of these
bodies are derelict in their respective duties. The mere
facilities which the system affords for definitely placing
blame for‘mistakes and negligence insures that there is
not so many mistakes nor so much negligence to locate
as there is where “the city” is held guilty for the careless-
ness exhibited by the administrative agents, where muni-
cipal affairs are handled under ‘the direction of counecil
committees,

This form of government has been in use as above de-
scribed for some years in the city 'of Regina. The animat-
ed discussions which take place around the council board
of that city between those who administer the affairs and
those who represent the people would, to the casual ob-
server, seem to indicate that everything there was going
wrong, but these very conferences between these bodies
have the result that nearly everything is carried on in a
much better manner than they would be under a council
committee system. Commissioners who are always ac-
countable to the aldermen are bound to constantly exam-
ine their own record to see if they have left undone any-
thing that they should have done, or have done anything
that they should not have done. The aldermen must take
greater interest in the affairs of the city in order that
they may intelligently discuss its business with the com-
missioners. Regina had for a while also something very
similar to the caucus when the council for some time en-
deavoured to hold some of their meetings with the press
and public excluded,

The people’s part, which consists of instructing and elect-
ing the Mayor and Council is still hampered, as it is in
practically all our municipal systems by the electoral laws
which invite haphazard nominations and indiscriminate
competition among candidates. This difficulty will not be
overcome until the people realize that in any democratic-
ally governed community it is necessary to have election
laws which permit of the orderly elimination of candi-
dates representing minor ‘issues and ambitions in order
that there may be fair contests between those representiﬂg
main issues and real abilities,

References xss. 44-49. Cap 16, St. Sask. 1915 —*“Con-
gresgional Government.” :




