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Trade Status and Prospects in British Columbia

Improvement in Basic Industries is Marked and General
Commercial Lines Are on Sound Basis — Mortgage
Situation Still Unsatisfactory — Shortage of Labor Im-
minent.

The financial and commercial si‘tuation in British‘ Col-
Umbja, although subject to cross eddies and new c_ondltlor}s
Of an unfavorable nature, is improved over what it was six
Months ago and the trend continues toward expansion.

he unsatisfactory features

shipping mines give promise of a copper production in 1916
of one hundred million pounds. The heavy advance in lead
and zinc metals has been responsible for a very large in-
crease in lead and zinc ores. What has restored the pro-
duction of zinc ore has been the difficulty in refining in the
Province. The refinery built at T'rail is helping to solve
this problem and the Dominion Government is bonusing
the industry. The low price of silver has also affected the,
output of lead and zinc ores. With bar silver now at thirty-

seven pence per ounce, the

are still with us. The war is
'€ heaviest drag on industry.
N the East considerable tran-
“lent prosperity has been in-
Uced by the war, yet in British
olumbia it has favorably af-
fted trade but little. The
Uncertainties of the economic
OUtcome are keeping back de-
Vﬂopment, while the toll of
ar on our population and
Wealth is daily becoming more
Vident, The lack of overseas
I foreign capital for our de-
Zelopment is still being felt,
e ack of immigration, the loss
glfx Our best manhood going to
€ front, the operation of a
Oratorium on land, the im-
fding of deep sea commerce
Y€ to high charters, are all
"akes on the pronounced ten-
Slcy tq expand in commerce
Industry.
dyer T the great basic in-
Sostl‘les of the Province are in
cr:nd conditions and their in-
resed activities are gradually
a Caking through the inertia
¢ depression which set in a
efore war commenced.
aturally the huge demand
fagty ctels used in the manu-
Ure of munitions is proving
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highest price in several decades,
all three metals should make a
record production. The gold
output, it is expected, will not
be greatly augmented during
the year. Coal production, how-
ever, is on a fair way to re-
covery and the making of coke
for smelting purposes will un-
doubtedly be heavily increased
this year. Prospecting has been
adversely affected by the war,
due to such large numbers of
prospectors volunteering. The
stress is laid on bringing pros-
pects to the shipping stage and
increasing the output of de-
veloped mines.

The present position and the
outlook for mining 1is the
brightest of any industry in the
Province, and altogether this
year promises to be the banner
year in mining in the Province.

The lumber industry, while
not enjoying the prosperity of
the mining industry, is greatly
improved over six months ago.
The export trade, however,
cannot be expected to develop
much over last year in view of
the shipping situation. 'The
charter market almost pre-
vents exportation of lumber.

;r%zwe{ful stimulant to mining h
the Uction. Refined copper at thirty cents per pound, when
) dVerage normal rate in the past has been fourteen cents
r:r Pound, is enlarging the production of those mines al-
il deVeloped and is also bringing into the shipping stage
Wepo  Mines that could not have operated at a profit or
€ not sufficiently advanced toward the producting stage
anq Perate at 5 profit under normal conditions. The Anyox
Brj;, >fand Forks plants of the Granby Company, the
mOnannla mine and the Consolidated plant at Trail* are
metthly breaking records in the production of the red
the 3, and the adverse conditions which have surrounded
Wit feenwood smelter are gradually bemg-cleareq away
Com:.. '€ Prospect that it will be in full operation during the
Mg summer, These large undertakings and the smaller

The Government programme to
solve the problem, even if put into immediat? operation, can
have practically no bearing this year. The improvement in
the lumber trade is wholly confined to the prairies and
FEastern Canada. The cause is the bumper crop of last year
requiring much needed building of outhouses, barns,
granaries, toolsheds, etc. For the present .there can be little
expected in the way of urban building, since most of t'he
local centres are overbuilt and the population has not in-
creased, if it has not decreased due to the war. What ha.s
helped the industry in this Province is the fact that Ameri-
can competition on the prairies is much less severe than
usual. The prosperity of the States has increased lumber
consumption, and the consequence is that most of the
American Northwest mills are busy on their own orders.



