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foithe advisability of the Literary Society’s accepting the proposal if
itis made. Those who have hitherto taken an active interest in the
English meetings of the Modern Language Club would transfer it
to the Literary Society. The Literary discussions might be held
One week, and the ordinary debate the next, and so the two objects
of the Society might be fulfilled. The programme might be drawn
out (as last year for the Modern Language Society) before the end
of March, so that the work might be prepared during the vacation.

et us try the plan, if agreeable to all parties, at least next Michael-
ma? term, and then perhaps we shall havea Literary Society ”
Which will indeed justify its existence.

——

Jaeabing Hrhigle,

THE ENGLISH CURRICULUM.
For Matriculation, two or three works of one of the easier and
:;‘l?l’e attractive writers of our own generation, or in any case of
18 century, might be prescribed ; and these should be under-
Stood to afford material, not for grammatical and rhetorical drudg-
:_ry, as has been the case with texts in the past, but for the cultiva-
o0 of a healthy appetite for wholesome literature and for the
si?elopment of correctness, taste and independence in the expres-
Con of thought and feeling. Careful reading of these texts and
w:ﬁltant practice in composition on themes drawn from therr.\,
Str: dbe the stufient’s work of preparatif)n, and the test of his
Selength at examinations would be his ability .to deal with themes
. etCte'd from the same texts by the examiner. Grammar and
ot oric should be required only in a most general way. Both are
tizeclt:y formal studies and can have value only when they systema-
nowledge already possessed. Instead of studying grammar
l.:cdﬂl'hetoric in order to speak and write our mother‘tong.ue cor-
eoy’ we must be able to understand and use our English well
simi;'e we can ynderstand its grammar and rhetoric. Prosody, for
ar reasons, should be prescribed only in its broadest outlines.
Ry or the First l'/'ear the literary work should centre ix3 two
e ors represenFatlve of the best simple'prose and poetical litera-
a‘lth:f to-day in England and America. Each work of tl'{ese
rs, carefully read, would furnish themes for an infinite variety
a :l‘al and written discussions, so that every opportunity would be

Ided for improvement on the practical side.

Path 6se aythors, too, with whOfn the student c'an' be i‘n perfect sym-
Qlas:;’ sh°l31d be made the basis for early studies in prosody, ‘m
. § of literary composition, and in the subtleties of style. For
”’hic}fs': year’s study on the scientific side there are many questions
might be discussed by way of clearing the ground for future

Mudy, . . .
Wh:ty, what language is ; change and persistence of its forms ;
madlconstitutes grammar ; grammatical terms and divisions

Y considered ; presentive and symbolic words ; nature and
n:a‘:f dialects ; principles of modern scientific etymology ; ele-
2 thy study of sounds, etc. o .
tre e first haflf of the Second Year the chief literary work fmght
°0ndl;: a leadmg author of the 18th or 17th century, and in the
a“tho alf-year in Shakespeare’s easier plays, while one or two
S of the 19th century, more difficult than those of the first
;:0111.(] be carried as minor literary work for purposes of com-
N, linguistic and literary, with the older works. An attempt
t now also be made to trace great literary influences from
Way] es]feare’s time to the present. As in the first yea‘r,vtl.xere
Fo, ¢ € unbounded opportunities for composition anfi criticism.
Of the : Scientific work there might be a further discussion of.so'me
&, W;P‘CS mentioned for the first year, togt.ather thh.sm\lar
e _'Ie at the same time a practical acquaintance might be
With one or two English dialects by a study of Burns and

Valy,

Parj

other less noted dialect writers—from a purely linguistic point of
view.

In the first half of the 7/ird Year, Shakespeare should be
continued for the main literary study, and at the same time
Chaucer might be introduced, to be continued along with “ Piers
Plowman ” as the chief literary work of the second half-year, dur-
ing which a beginning should also be made in Anglo-Saxon.
Throughout the year half a dozen authors, representative of
periods from Cbaucer to the present, could be taken as minor
literary work for purposes of comparison, as in the second year.
In the third year, too, literary influences, foreign as well as domes-
tic, might be traced somewhat carefully. For scientific purposes,
Chaucer, “ Piers Plowman,” and the first lessons in Anglo-Saxon
would furnish a great deal of interesting material in new word and
phrase forms. Books, too, like those of Whitney, Sayce, Max
Muller and Schleicher, might be discussed in lectures and confer-
ences, while a practical acquaintance might be made with addi-
tional English dialects. '

For the Fourth Vear the main literary work should centre in
English prior to Chaucer—the Ormulum, Brut and Anglo-Saxon
prose and poetry—while a broader and more critical treatment of
great representative works of all the later literary periods (for-
getting by no means those of our own century and continent)
might be expected of the student. FEach candidate for degree
might also be required to hand in at the close of the year a well-
written essay of reasonable length on some serious literary topic.
In this year, too, might be traced minutely the development of
English literature from the earliest times to the present— all kinds
of literary influence being noticed ; and now for the first time
would it be possible to enter upon the systematic study of English
philology. Philological study is strictly comparative, and neces-
sarily implies a first-hand acquaintance with several cognate lan-
guages—the more the better—and hence the first work of the
student must be to obtain a knowledge ofi such languages, in the
study of which, however, many interesting and important principles
may be introduced incidentally, but only in so far as they bear
upon the languages in question or others already known by the
student. In this way only can philological study be anything but
a drudgery. Now, according to the plan outlined above, a student
of the fourth year would have a more or less thorough acquaint-
ance with English in all its stages, as well as with three or four of
its more important modern dialects. By this time, also, in the
department of German he would have a pretty thorough know-
ledge of the modern language and literature, together with some
practical acquaintance with Old and Middle High German and
Gothic, Latin, and possibly Greek, would also be within his
reach. Here, then, is a tolerably satisfactory basis for the sys-
tematic study of English philology, for the student is prepared to
trace out intelligently many of the general and special laws of
linguistic growth,

The fourth year, again, when the student fully realizes the con-
tinuity of the language, would be the proper time for a special
course of lectures on historical English grammar, not necessarily
embodying anything new to the student after his extended course
of reading, but simply for the purpose of systematizing his know-
ledge.

This, then, roughly expressed, would be my plan for the detailed
distribution of work for an undergraduate course in English. In
scope and general principles, as stated in the introduction, it
agrees with Mr. Houston’s scheme. The results aimed at are the
same, but the way chosen to reach these results is in many respects
very different.

From first to last the student’s interest in the work would be re-
garded as of prime importance ; and because the student does not
see things through Chaucer’s or Shakespeare’s or Milton’s spec-
tacles, but in the light of the 19th century, he would be introduced
to the serious study of literature and language through contempor-



