
(AUTIIORIZF.D BY POSTMAST1'R GENERAL, OTTAWA, AS SECOND CLÂSS MAIL)

VOL. XI WINNIPEG, OCTOBER, 1916 No. 8

Editorial
Examination Standards

In the last issue of the Journal titer
was an article dealing -with examina
tions. It was he]d iii this article thi

.a school cannot be ju(lged by the resuli
Of written examinations. Since thih
issue a number of communications hav(
been received in which the Journal'ý
advocacy of this point of view is coin-
inended and it has been sn-ggested that
somnething further be written to showv
that even under the fairest conditions
examinations are not a trustworthy
test.

In a recent work edited by Mr. Starcli
of the University of Wisconsin, numer-
Ous diagrams are given to show how
Widely even expert examiners differ in
their marking of students. In literature,
arithmetic and geography there is the
saine story to tell. The marking ranges
froi 55 to 95 per cent. for the same
paper. It is not likely that the exam-
,nations held here at midsumnier are
an1Y fairer to students than those held
elsewhere.

Tt is very easy to sec how thereshould be a wide difference in marking.
if mne were examining a student to find
out if he were able to take a position
as an accountant in1 a bank he would
naturally deduct marks for every errorin1 calculation. If lie were examining
a Student to test his ability to go on
tO the next grade he miglit ignore cal-
cullation, and mark for power ofthough. lIt would be the same in mark-inlg every other aubject.

11n the marking of papers at midsum-
rehowever, there should be no0 nced

of a very great difference iii valuation

aînd it -wouid seein neeessary for ail
'exiliniers in a subjeet to agrce upon a
sauda rd. lu writing i bey miglit takçe

efftier the Thorndilke scale, or the Ayers
scale. lui coinposition thiey niighit fol-
iow the scale of Prof. Ililegas. Bletter

*stili, if ail the examniners of a section
were to meet togethe,' and fix standards
for reference tiiere would be a geaeral.

*feeling that none of the candidates
would be miarked nnfairly.

We should like to cornrend to al
teachers the reading of such a book as
Mr. Stardh's. It is provocative of
thought even if it is flot entirely con-
vincing. The reason that it does not
convince fully is very clear. Tit can be
illustrated by reference to a discussion
that took place i11 educational circles
about twenty years ago. Some genius
propounded thc problem, "What color
do chuldren like best?'' witlî the resuit
that cveryone iii the eountry began
inaking experiments. A certain per-
centage likcd red, another percentage
brown or green, etc. After a time
somebody said, "lIt is absurd to ask a,
question like that, for children rnay like
one coloî' best in fruit, another color in
dress and another when they corne to
look at thc sky.'' In other xvords,
aesthetic appreciation is linked with
ntility and conditions of environment.
lIt is impossýib1e to say what color is a
favorite withehildren or grown people.
So it is impossible to fix a standard ini
writing, composition or literature that
can be used on aIl occasions. The
standard in Grade I. wilI put empliasis
on good form, the standard for Grade
Viii. 011 freedoin of movement. lIn


