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Whl_ch they do not believe. This is the tfirst objection

&gams't religion, as we have it, in the schools: that it violates
€ Principles of justice.

losely allied with this is the other objection, that it

p.mdl.lces continual bickerings, and perpetuates religious dis-
tinetioyg,

i How much more happy and united we should be
Ol?cm(‘i Roma.r} Catho]ic‘ friends could only be induced —not
Wille ~~to give up their Separate Schools | The same thing
apply to Protestant Separate Schools, for in parts of
Orng‘no there are Protestant SeparateSchools. But Protgst‘ant
o t'O.ln_an Catholic, they produce the same results : religious
. Stilities and  the dividing of our people into opposing
Ampg,
doctrI't is not tl}e Province_of the State to teach religious
alit mes. Tt is the .P.rovmqe of the State to teach mor-
tea)i’ ethics, good eitizenship. It is not its province to
¢h that there is one God or that there are three Gods ;
:st there is a heaven or is not a heaven ; thf),t Je'su:s‘ Ch.rist
in g o man or more than a man ; that the Bible is mspn‘ed
< wpecuhm' sense or not.  These are not state functlofls,
of ¢ € profess to understand such functions. The office
Ur schools is to impart secular instruction--to teach

ari : .
allthme@c’ geography, and so on. And it is a remark-
¢ thing that, people see this truth in other matters,

U 10t in  thig matter.,

there : There are national art schools:
€re 1y no d

aw soh Octrina,'l teachir}g_ in them. _There are nabi(m'a]
then (30182 there is no re]lglqus questions cropping up in
tion (-)f There are national medical colleges : there is no ques-

ooy Separate schools as far as they are cg)ncerned.. VVl?y?

at q:e 1n these cases the correct principle is reqogmzed, viz. :
aw. | Udents.a.ttend these institutions to be instructed in
be f’ofrt’ medicine, not in religious doctrines.  Schools should
0 sy secular, not for religious teaching. This would cast
5 no "Ilgl‘pon 1-el1glon. _ It is no slur upon religion that there
slur lble-_re'admg in the cases mentioned. ) It Is no
exercisofl religion that a court is' not opened. with rehglou_s
Mepe e;}’l or 'th.at, there are no Bible mottos in shops. It is
in ry at it is recognized that there is a time for every-
t e&- and a place for everything, and that tlie school is the

and place for the study of secular subjects.

It §g ;:tdm see, however, what is q1‘ged upon the other side.
and V;’hl . that a parent has the right to decide ~what shall
Rice oiu shall not b.e taught his child. Now, this is a very
sh&“%e nt. It c.er-tiu{l] y seems a hurd' th}ng ) that a parent
with ]‘l '8nored in this way. But this is simply in a line
t a' State control in educational and many another mat-
at ;111 S“Ppose a father does notv wish his child to be taught
him . s9PPOse he requires his child to stay at home and help
5 0es the State listen to his wishes? Not at all. It
,.Jour child may not be brought up in ignorance, because
for the general good that this shall be the case.
ust what the State says when it takes men and
pels ﬁs them fight, or forces a man to serve"on'a ju‘ry, or
e: th 1m "tO be a special constable. tl‘he prlncgple is. the
Ut the S‘e State’s rights override private considerations,
leary, N y tate dpes not stop here ; it says, your son must
et ‘thmn thmgsrand not others. He must learn arith-
gOing’irisg., but not Spanish, although,. perhaps, he may be
to hin, OV;Ome.thmg where Spanish will be peculiarly usefl}l
lmDOSsibl hy is all this ? Simply because the State finds it
chOOSes t}e to hfoﬁ everything taught; and it, therefore,
Wajori; 10se things which it deems the best for the great
the Go‘-’y‘ It were an infringement of individual llbf}rty }t
Son o e}fnment were to prevent a parent from having his
thiy 5"t the tenets of his faith at all. But it does not do
You Inusbs"gl-ply says: If you send your son to our school,
&nothg, N ‘l" ide by our regulations. You may sgnd him to
Pay tor }(1“001, a private institution; but you will have to
tiop Ine A% yourself ;and we cannot exempt you from taxa-
Offey. ,;‘;lly ‘ecause you will not avail yourself of what we
Tight we at is your own loss. If we deny the State this
Sral 1 shall need to revise entirely our views of the gen-
S and duties of the state and of the individual.

it ig g,
his jg j
and mak
¢

1ght

Ciggg b: Othel_' objection is, that if the present religious exer-
neg (p ra‘ Pl}shed, the children will grow up in utter ignor-
Whgt eligion, This objection has, I think, no weight.
& Praye 988 a child learn of Christianity from the hearing of
Even o 3nd from  the reading of a chapter of the Bible?
Such 8ca, © Pay any attention thereto, he cannot obtain from
Ohl'ist- Ny instruction any real knowledge of the Bible and

Octrines as currently held. The average pupil in
knows virtually nothing of scripture history and

THE WEEK.

847

geography, notwithstanding the Sunday Schools and the reli-
gious exercises of the public schools. Why does he know
nothing ! Simply because he has no lessons on these sub-
jects that he is obliged to learn. At Sunday School he gets
up his work— if there is any work— as a sort of compliment
to the school or teacher ; he cannot be made to learn it. In
the day school there is no such work on the time-table. The
only way in which children will really learn Bible history
and cognate subjects is to have these subjects taught as
school lessons ; that is, to have a text book on the history
(without any reference to the miraculous occurrences related
in the Bible) of the Israelitish people. T cannot see why
our children should not learn the history of the rise and fall
of the Jewish nation, just as they learn the history of the
rise and fall of the Athenian or of any other nation, as a
mere matter of history. But whether this could be arranged
or not, one thing is certain: the knowledge of Bible events
obtained from hearing a few verses read each morning is so
small as to amount to nothing.  But, again : it is said that,
if the Bible be omitted, our children will grow up without
any moral instincts. This objection, also, is without weight.
Morality can be taught apart from the Bible, even if the
Bible were not used at home or in the church. ‘lhere are
multitudes of moral men who never read the Bible. The
Mohammedan, the Japanese, the Parsee, they all may be——
and in many cases are—moral men, without our Bible. Per-
sonally I agree with the Roman Catholic Church, that the
Bible ought not to be read in its entirety by young people.
Like many other good books, it contains certain parts, which,
however necessary, are not suitable for children or for public
reading. Any teacher who would read habitually certain
chapters would be at once dismissed by his Board of Trustees.
Let moral precepts be studied, if necessaay, in books of
ethics ; it will be found that they will appeal to the better
nature of the children from their innate truth, not by reason
of any name or authority. But ethics and morality will be
taught far more effectually than through books by the silent
influence of the teacher and the general surroundings of the
school.  If the teacher is straightforward, honourable, gen-
tlemanly, his influence will inevitably be felt. Tt is by such
means, far more than by any text-hooks, that morality can
be inculeated. Tt is like learning to speak. If the teacher
speaks correctly, his example will affect the scholars far more
than formal lessons in grammar.

There is one further objection urged. This is; that
religious exercises produce a reverence for rveligion. The
pupily, it is said, are filled with a reverence for sacred
things, when day by day they listen to, or take part
in, vhese exercises. There may be a measure of truth in
this. Many persons believe that there is. T must say, how-
ever, that my experience does not bear this out. I believe
that, in the majority of cases, the exercises are looked upon
as perfunctory. They are like chapel attendance at college,
a something to be avoided, if possible. So that in many col-
leges such attendance has heen done away with, because it
has been found that it produces no good effect. I am con-
vinced that in these cases familiarity too often produces con-
tempt ; and the pupils feel that there is an incongruity in
thus mingling religious exercises and secular studies.

Let the home, the church, and the Sunday school teach
religion ; surely they ought to be enough for the purpose.
If our young people are not instructed in religion the fault
must lie in these churches and agencies ; and the little school
time devoted to Bible-reading, prayers, and the Ten Com-
mandments will not rectify the fault. » '

Let the churches, the Sunday schools, the other rveli-
gious a.gencier}, the homes : let these be the means of impart-
ing religious instruction, but let the Public Schools, Collegi-
ate Institutes, High Schools, and Universities, be free to ful-
fil their legitimate function, the imparting of secular know-
ledge. '

This is the only way in which we can ever hope to in-
duce our Roman Catholic friends and others to consent to
the abolition of Separate Schools ; this is the only plan which
shall do away with sectarian differences iq educ_ation‘a], and
eventually in other spheres. All compromises will fail. No
Bible selections or statements of belief will be sa.blsfa.c'torv o
all. If the New Testament is read, the Jews w.1]l. feel
aggrieved ; if the Old Testm'ne.nt, the m'thodqx Christians ;
if the Bible in any form is read, agnostics and secu-
larists will object. £ the Douay Bible is used, Protes-
tants will object; if the ordinary version, the Roman



