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ONE VJEWV OP TITE FI8HIERY DISPUTE.

1N an article upon the subject IlNewspapers," prepared for the new
edition of the Encyclopoedia Jiritannica two years ago, Mr. Whlitelaw Ri{cd,
manager of the New York Tribune, predicted a great chanîge in the,
character of the metropolitan press as the resuit cf the reductions in price,
tliat had then littely been forced upen the great dailies by comipetition
among theniselves aiid tho increasing nuniber and circulation of diurnal
penny-dreadfuls. The Cleveland-Folsoim wedding and the Fishieries con-
troversy are the latest, but far fromn the only, proofs of the aicticipated
decline in character. Cellege ani banquet lecturers on journalisrnf are
indeed correct iii saying that the inetropolitani press has passed out of the
stage of developînent typified by the Eatanswill Gazette ; liut substitute<l

for it, we have that Il nieWIacious perseîial gossip," wbîchi Mr. Mattbew
Arnold, speaking as the guardiani cf sweetness ai ]iglit, lias donouniccd
as the liane cf the Ainerican press, and, still later, that toadying te class
interests and feelings whicbi is at preselît the gyreat(xst obstacle te journal-
istic righiteonlsness. Under the former head, notbing preceding it lias
been quite se shamneless as the situatieois, actions, anid sip(eles, inventeil
outriglit for the President aîîd bis bride ; acd the coi sequeilees te Uie
subjects of sucli gossip inay ho realized hy conidering bowv two apparcnitly
sensible and iiodest persons have bîeeî driven tu attemnpt te cuver their
simplest acts an<1 purpoies with secrecy in orcler tu keep dowîî, ge far
as îniglt bc, the Iloods of lying nonsense aîîd caluîîîny written about themn
as facts of their daily existence. UJîder the hieîd of class toadying, the,
treatînent cf the Fishiiriy Question i4 a grave exainplv. S1'iinply stated,
the facts appear te lie tliise Catnada bias valuitble fisîmeries, tu wliich slw
is willing te admit the U nited Scttes, un1 the basis cf a quid pro quo. Thlee
United States concede tduat they have flet a riglit cf free admnissionî te
those fishieries8. On vachi side, the(! 0everiîîeit îîaturally takes its cnes
freint that fraction cf its subjoct, pepIIlat.ien 11on iiimiediately ccccerned
in the fiHislîery in terest. Call null an fi slîn i l n imse lab ly eno uglu, avint the
IiigheNt price tChat cail le get fer th e p ri vil iges thlat Mue ricani fi shern en
desire, aîîd the latter, as reascnably, seek te gct the, loesit possible qoa
tien before closiîig the hargain. Se far, this is bunt the lîartIllgo h
market, accemnpanimd by the usual. nuinber cf 5Iioi lies, oii the part ef hotul
seller andu buyerj as for example :--oi tChe part, of tie seller, that
A merîcan Isir ni i it fi sl w i tIi iiUaîlaiIiaîîlii iits, i f t iy mare te niakce
aîîy profit, aîid, 01, the part cf the lîuyîr, Chiat tlif ljiýst isî glesetiî

tlieso liuîmits, aîîd Chat admmissionî te th lillits is miore a mattcr i)f colnvelii-
ence tîman nkecossity. Collatmr:lly wit, h thjis illaili qluestionl cf thei vidmie te
Anîcricalîs cf Uie Ciial iiii lFislie"Y pni vil- -'e, rils iiîlir aliil
cf the ix tenii ahi1 charjcter o f tIi st r nvili gis. (indiîs e go

the tremîty cf 1818, siiy tîjat Aiîieicaîi l~iiim vessel0s have io nighit,
witliout (aîaiaiconîsenit, te bey ic andi liait, iii Caîtadiami ports, te aid
thoir hislîing eperatictis ont thei cciniîei groii. A ilifrilimis stiy i liat ic
treaty lias luiu suirsîilîidý( ly uîîiversal UsaMgis <f commiiercem Uîît hamvem
attaiucd the force cf pubîlic law silice tlhat treaty wiis eîiactedl, aiuî this
positioni tlîîy seelç te streîigtîîcî ly referenîce te îî commîierciail treaty, alite-
dating that cf 1818, but wlîicl tliey colitend, is in pari eqîiawithi thei

latter. Tlilis, witî tic aîdudition cf the question oif lialîîdas afllectimg
the three-ilniîe liîîit, is the ceiîtrcversy, ceîiipouiliuld cf queestionîs hotul of
la.w amnu fact ; and1 if we miention tbmît, peiidiîg Uie closing c i agi

imnpatienit or unscrupulcus Iinyers are disposed te sîiatcli at wlîat tlîey can
witmin thei liiiiits ; ani tlîît the sellers nie0 alert iiii liiin te prevent sucl
slio1 liftiîig, î:nder the cever cf legitiluiiîte shoppinig, we have fairly stated the
situation cf th(e parties as well as the issue. Ili thîis issue, or tîîis situa-
tien, there is netlîing te occasion ail dîqarter of an heur te any diploîîat
or inrnationl jnrist whio iiay bic called upon te dciii ofhicially witlî it.
Wlîat maligîi or distorting îilleicis iutay bu eperating upon Caîîaiî
fnctioninies, tu give false cubeur or directionî te the course cf aitirs, the
wniter dees neot kîîow, or pre-tuil te kîîow ; if thero e oaîy. Tiue WiEK,
as ant iniiopendient, critical journal, îîay doubtless lin trnsted te expose and
denouîceu theui, conferinably te its clivions îiuty aîîd responsibility. It is
with such influences upon this side cf the lîeuîîdary tliat tis letter is
limant te deal. In the first place, the politiciaîîs in and omut cf Conîgress
whose uines are cast aînong the towns anîd conîîîunities that censtitute
what lias been liereimu called tbe buyer, aie Il working the thiiig for ail
it is werth " (tu use a current vulganisin), wîtlî ait oye te their personal
intercat in cennectien with the approaclîing antuinn elections ; iii thie
second place, the whole body of Republican leaders in the country, intont
upon rcversing the Democratie nlajority in the fleuse of Representatives
at those elections, are Il working the thing" te discredit the administration,
which is aise Democratic; iii the tlîird place, the 110w unprospereus Ilblan-
ket sheets " of the great cities of the East, hungering for the united pat-
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ronage ef the populations ef Massachnsetts and Maine interested in the
flsliery occupations, are scranîbling over each ether in truckling te sordid
opinion born of selfishness ; and, in the fonrth place, according te the
current canons of journalism, the incidents of the fishery dispute, viewed
sinîply as topics of news, are entitlcd te be Il boomed." Assuming, thîs te
ho a fair statemprnt of the Amenican iiide of the situation, it is an affair of
stulîlpers, reporters, and an ainîost infinitesimai proportion of the population
and capmital of the United States, which in a natural order of events would,
as a suhject of agitation, die of inanition in a few months, producing
nething but harnmless noise while it lîved, and would shortly afterwards be
entonibed in a reasonable settiement by the constituted authorities. 'If tlîe
aff'air slîould now exhibit unusual life and vigour, and intensify and prolong
itself, it will ho because of the literal and rigid enforeîent of the douhtful
provisions cf the treaty of 1818, without a prier effort te obtain a mutual
interpretation thereof. Even now, if the Canadian authorities would con-
fine tlîeir crcisings and capturings te protection of the iushore fishery,
including land-lecked waters if they choose ; protesting against the riglit
of Anierican fishermen te obtain hait and ice in Canadian ports, and
keepiîîg an accounit of ahl ice and hait go ohtaincd as the foundation of a
claiîîî te compensation for the privilege if the treaty of 1818 should he
diplonîatically sustaitned, they would cease from aiming hlows in aid of the
oppelients of Presiclent Cleveland's Administration, and from fostering that
ferocieus appetite for State protection of pureiy personai interests, as
mgainst tlîe public good, that is se nnanifest in the doctrines and doings Of
the lKniglits of Labour, and the principle of the Oleomargarine Bill that
bias just passed the lieuse of Representatives. Except as evincimîg an
alanmnist spirit flet justitied by the calmness of aIl but a trifling number Of
our people, it inight he added tîmat a moderato course on the part of the
Canadian Governnîient would mako it sure that present empty mouthings
g1rew te netlîing more substantiai. It is a hîgli price te pay for a spirited
foreigil policy on the part cf Canada, that the hand of go just and con-
tîcientions a pubîicist as Secrctary Bayard shouid 1)0 forced, and mischievous
imiportance conferred upon so slîallow and unprincipled a demagogue as
Senator Frye. B.

lVahiyto, June ,5, 1886.

NOTES FROM QUEJ3EC.

I,- the miomi, cf July, 18841, we teck occasion te point eut, tîîron îgh the
colunîns cf TRE WFEK, the utter irieficiency cf our quaramîtine regulations,
auud frmin persomial observation we were euuahled te give the following de-
scr-iption cf thie examiiatien to which an ecean steamer is hiable on ber
arrival in the, port cf Quebec Il Wlieil the steamer has nîoored alon"side
lier whîarf the iluarantiec dector gees on bmoard for the purpose of examîn-
irîg into the iealth. of the passemigers. The examuîinatieî iii the main con-
sis4ts of tbe imîtercliamge cf civîli tics lîetwecn the lînarantime docter and th(e
slip's dector. Esculapius cf the sea assures Escuilapins cf the land that

everytlîing is aIl righit ;' a iîasty glance inito the~ rigging, aromnid the
sioe-itack, and over the bulwarks, confirnîs th(e statement, and the niedi-
cal examninatiomi is ovcmr." T ho article fronm wlîich we have quoted was a
very serious indictmotnt îîgainst the whiole system, cf Doaminion Quarantine,
ammd ouglît to have produced an imniediate remedy, and possibly would
have donc se if it had flot beenm fer the curse of our politicai system, wbich
assutes that every evil pointed eut is the work of a political adversary and
imitcuded pnîînarmly te dlaîmage Cime G1overinent as a whole, or solfie idi-
viîlnal muemnhr of it iii particular. [Indeed, the moment thc
iidictimiemt appeared the 8San'itariY Journal rushed te the defenco
of tli> fien. Mr. Pope and cliaracteî.ized our rermarks as IlverY
erroceous ani iiîisleadiiig." \Vo hîappeuîed te know the faets hetter
titan the Sanitarij Journal, and we hinited that if our obJect had been
political the case would have heen presented in a far more aggravated
ferin. Alinost two whole years have passed since thon and matters con-
timîue pretty mnucli as they were. The port physician draws his salary and
keeps np thue profitable farce cf exaning the incoming steamers and
passing them quite irrespective of thîcir sanitary conditioni. Biît if the
port physician should at any tiîne becoîne conscieus that lie owed a duty
te the public and place an embhargo upon a steamship, the conipany te
whichi it helongs is sure te have snficiently streng influence at Ottawa te
have it remeved. Quarantine only oxists in name at the port of Quebec
and it is net unreasonahie te suppose that a similar state of things exists at
Our other ports of entry, and therefore a large suffi of money must ho spent
annually for purpeses that can hardiy ho described as other than fraudu-
lent. The Alian Company has repeatedîy offended against the saiîitary
intcrests of the country, and imPunity appears te haveè emboidened it te
the verge of utter indifference te public opinion. There is at this moment


