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ONE VIEW OF THE FISHERY DISPUTEL.

1N an article upon the subject “ Newspapers,” prepared for the new
edition of the Encyclopwedia Britannica two yearsago, Mr. Whitelaw Reid,
manager of the New York Z'ribune, predicted a great change in the
character of the metropolitan press as the result of the reductions in price,
that had then lately been forced upon the great dailies by competition
among themselves and the increasing number and circulation of diurnal
penny-dreadfuls. The Cleveland-Folsom wedding and the Fisheries con-
troversy are the latest, but far from the only, proofs of the anticipated
decline in character. College and banquet lecturers on journalism are
indeed correct in saying that the metropolitan press has passed out of the
stage of development typified by the Eatanswill Gazette ; but substituted
for it, we have that ¢ megdacious personal gossip,” which Mr. Matthew
Arnold, speaking as the guardian of sweetness and light, has denounced
as the bane of the American press, and, still Iater, that toadying to class
interests and feelings which is at present the greatest obstacle to journal-
istic righteousness. Under the former head, nothing preceding it has
been quite so shameless ns the situations, actions, and speeches, invented
outright for the President and his bride; and the consequences to the
subjects of such gossip way be realized by cousidering how two apparently
gensible and modest persons have been driven to attempt to cover their
simplest acts and purposes with secrecy in order to keep down, so far
as might be, the floods of lying nonsenso and calumny written about them
as facts of their daily existence.  Under the head of class toadying, the
treatment of the Fishery Question is n grave examnple. Simply stated,
the facts nppear to be theso:  Cunada hag valuable fisheries, to which she
is willing to admnit the United Stutes, on the basis of a quid pro quo.  The
United States concede that they have not a right of free admission to
those fisheries. On cach side, the Government naturally takes its cues
from that fraction of its subject population more immediately concerned
in tho fishery interest.  Canadian lishermen, reasonably cnough, want the
highest price that can he got for tho privileges that American fishermen
desire, and the latter, as reasonably, seck to get the lowest possible quota-
tion before closing tho bargain.  So far, this is but the haggling of the
market, accompanied by the usual number of shop lies, on the part of hoth
goller and buyer; ns for examplo:—on the part of the seller, that
American fishermen nyust fish within Canadian Thnits, if they are to make
any profit, and, on tho part of the buyer, that the best fishing lies outside
those limits, and that admission to the limits is more a matter of conveni-
enco than necessity. Collaterally with this main question of the value to
Amoricans of the Canadian Fishery privileges, runs another-—namely,
of the extent and character of those privileges,  Canadians, relying on
tho treaty of 1818, say that American fishing \'(\,33(‘3]3 have no right,
without Canadian consent, to buy ice and bait in Canadian ports, to aid
their fishing operations on the common grounds.  Americans suy that the
treaty has boeen superseded by universal usages of commerces that have
attained the foree of public law sineo that treaty was onacted, and this
position they seck to strengthen by referenco to a commereial treaty, ante-
dating that of 1818, but which they contend, is in part materia with tho
latter. 'This, with the addition of the question of headlands, as affecting
tho three-mile limit, is the controversy, compounded of questions both of
law and fact ; and if wo mention that, pending the closing of the bargain,
impatient or unscrupulous huyers are disposed to snatch at what they can
within the limits ; and that the sellers aro alert and desivous to prevent such
shoplifting, vnder the cover of Ingitimate shopping, we havo fairly stated the
situation of the parties as well as the issue.  In this issue, or this situa-
tion, there is nothing to occasion a bad quarter of an hour to any diplomat
or international jurist who may he called upon to deal officially with it
What malign or distorting influences may be operating upon Canadian
functionarics, to give false colour or dircction to the course of atfairs, the
writer does not know, or pretend to know ; if there be any. Tur Wekk,
as an independent, critical journal, may doubtless be trusted to expose and
denounce them, conformably to its obvious duty and responsibility, It is
with such influences upon this side of the boundary that this letter is
meant to deal. In the first place, the politicians in and out of Congress
whose lines are cast among the towns and communities that constitute
what has been herein called the buyer, are “ working the thing for all
it is worth” (to use a current vulgarism), with an eye to their personal
interest in connection with the approaching autumn elections ; in the
gecond place, the whole body of Republican leaders in the country, intent
upon reversing the Democratic majority in the House of Representatives
at those elections, are “ working the thing” to discredit the administration,
which is also Democratic ; in the third place, the now unprosperous * blan-
ket sheets ” of the great cities of the East, hungering for the united pat-

ronage of the populations of Massachusetts and Maine interested in the
ﬁsl'lef'y occupations, are scrambling over each other in truckling to sordid

opinion born of selfishness ; and, in the fourth place, a.ccorginv to the
C}Irrellt canons of journalism, the incidents of the fishery disput: viewed
simply a8 topics of news, are entitled to be * boomed.” Assumin; this to
be a fair statement of the American side of the situation, it is anaaﬁa.il‘ of
stumperf;, reporters, and an almost infinitesimal proportion of the population
and cupltfxl of the United States, which in a natural order of events would,
as a.. subject of agitation, die of inanition in a few months, producing
nothing but harmless noise while it lived, and would shortly a.ft:erwards be
en‘t(?mbed in a reasonable settlement by the constituted authorities. * If the
?,ﬂmr s.hould now exhibit unusual life and vigour, and intensify an(i rolong
ltself., '1b will be because of the literal and rigid enforcement of the d}()'ubtfuol
provisions of the treaty of 1818, without a prior effort to obtain a mutual
{nterpre?ation thereof. Even now, if the Canadian authorities would con-
fme t}.leu' cruisings and capturings to protection of the inshore fishery

including land-locked waters if they choose ; protesting against the rivh;
of A‘merican fishermen to obtain bait and ice in C:n:dian orts :nd
kee:pmg an account of all ice and bait so obtained as the foundgtion, of a
cl‘aun to compensation for the privilege if the treaty of 1818 should be
diplomatically sustained, they would cease from aiming blows in aid of the
oppox'lents of President Cleveland’s Administration, ans from fostering that
fcro‘mous appetite for State protection of purely personal interests, a8
against the public good, that is so manifest in the doctrines and doin ; of
the I.(nights of Labour, and the principle of the Oleomargarine Billgthat
has Jl‘lﬁt passed the House of Representatives, Except as evincing an
alarmist spirit not justified by the calmness of all but a triflin numb:r of
o‘ur pef)p]e, it might be added that a moderate course on theg art of the
Canadian Government would make it sure that present emptypmouthinas
grow to nothing more substantial. Tt is a high price to pay for a 8 )irit:d
fO?‘()lgfl policy on the part of Canada, that the hand of so Jjust a.nId con.
scientious a publicist as Secretary Bayard should be forced, and mischievous

n‘nportance conferred upon so shallow and unprincipled a demagogue as
Senator Frye. B

Washington, June 5, 1886.

NOTES FROM QUEBEC,

In the month of July, 1884, we took occasion to point out, through the
columns of Tie WeEK, the utter inefliciency of our quarantine revulzwions
and from personal observation we were enabled to give the follg,win dej
scription of the examination to which an ocean steamer is liable ong her
arrival in the port of Quebec: ¢ When the steamer hag moored alongside
?u'r wharf the quarantine doctor goes on hoard for the purposc "
ing into the health of the passengers,

of examin-
. The examination in the main con-
sists of the interchange of civilities between the quarantine doctor and the
ship’s doctor. Esculapius of the sea assures Bsculapius of the land that
‘everything is all right;” a hasty glance into the rigging, around the
smoke-stack, and over the bulwarks, confirms the statemté;t cs:nd th 1 edi-
cal examination is over.” The article from which we ha.ve’ uotede n;s a
very scrious indictment against the whole system of Dominio(xlx Q wt'nc
;md odught to.fbu.\}’le produced an immediate remedy, and possi3$a3;lllé
wmve done so if it had not been for the iti ‘ i

flssumes that every evil pointed out is tl(iz ;Srzr(;{f (()’;fl; p(())lllittli(:za;ll SY; o thg
1r}t<mded primarily to damage the Government as a,pwh 1 ) V‘ersa‘ry_ a;l'
.vul}m.l member  of it in particular.  Indeed t(l) o 50‘?6 mthl‘;
indictment  appeared  the Sanitary  Journal rus},wd ]:o Tl(l)mu:ltf nee

of the Hon. Mr. Pope and characterized our /remark . i 6iel‘
erroneous and misleading,” We happened to know th 8f as‘ bwtt)!,'
t,ha.n. the Senitary Jowrnal, and we hinted that if our ob?ecbac}t:d 6l?)e:n
;)(:)::ltllcal Att:oc;s: woul}cll 1have been presented in a far m(;lre aggravated
orim. W0 whole years have passed since then and matters con-
:::el;i pl:;ttt)l'l ;nu:hﬁs:s k:;Ihey were. The p'0rt physician draws his salary and
passing them é)u?te i]irr(;s;zl;:?vzfof X:;m'ming 'the incoming stenmers an
| he leir sanitary condition. if the
t)oorttilgl;);sll)(l:il:n s(}llould at any time become conscio{;s that 1(1):: ow]iztalfduty
which belo:: ‘place an embarg? .upon a steamship, the company to
N, longs is sure to }.)a,ve sufliciently strong influence at Ottawa to
ande.: .removed. Quarantine only exists in name at the port of Quebec
- ;t hl:rnozrltx:r(;asortmble to suppose that a similar state of things exists at
our oth fgr of en rfy}; and therefore g large sum of money must be spent
o rl)"he Aﬁ;:pgs:; ,aat cin hardly be described as other than fraudu-
interests of the countr;) :Z:d ?S rept'aatedly offended against the sanitary
e ; ntry, mpunity appears to have emboldened it t0
erge of utter indifference to Public opinion. There is at this moment
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