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have an ardent love for an ideal Jreland-that neyer existedl and neve:
can exist. Tliey are battling, for Home Rule as a means of realizing tlnv
ideal ; but, if Home Raie should be won, the first concern of these patriotý
would be to secure each for himself personally as big a share of the soil o
Ireland as lie could manage to get hold of. This is at bottom what Hom(
RLe1 means to the politicians; and if any suppose that ftltruis[n lis an)
share in their aspiration% for nationality, the Donnybrook that wouild ensu(
on the attainment of their object would quickly undeceive themn.

THIE Irish people have mnany admirable qualities of lieart and temper
and, where.ver they spread abroad, the leaven of their presence wvill by and
by vastly improve the flavour of the community. That it lias not doue
so yet is due to their carrying the imagined wvrongs of [reland everywlîere
with themn-to the injury chiefly of them3eives. They, it lias becn said,
fimakeexce1lent servants and the best soldiers iii the world ; but they are de-
testable politicians, unstable, inconsistent, inconsequerît, qaarrelso ni>, gi yen
to deuîagyogy and faction " ;-if this, the description giveni by a writer iii the
Times, bc truc, it is England's duty, at ail haztrds, to save Irelaiîd from the
politicianswho are now striving to gain control of the Gaverniuerit of Treland.
And Eugland will do this duty. A glance at the composition of the present
House of Commons shows that the new H1ouie is as unilikely to grant the
sort of Home Rule the Irish agitators are clamnourin- for as these are to
settie into law-abiding citizens wlien they get it. The great body of the
Huse is composed of Moderate Liberals and Conmervativcs, Radical
Liberals and Conservatives, and Nationialists ; the two first-niaied classes
largely exceeding ail the rest in number, As these come-the Conser-
vatives froiu the cities, borouglis, and 11fume Counties of Erilanid,
the Liberais from Provincial Enigland, the North, Scotland, and Wales
-neitier party is likely to agrec to the concession of Ruoine Rule ;and
the Conservatives froin Ulster are st less likely. The Ratdical Libersls
are aiso opposed to it; and practically the sole party that is at aIl
likeiy to corne to the aid of the Nationalitits is tie Radical Conser-
vative following of L.ird R. Churchill. But these will buld back froin
hopelessness of being able to catrry the country witlî tliemn, juit as Mr.
Gladstone lias beenl restrained in his ill-adeised eterpriîe; and the
decision will rest in Lord Saiisblury's hands. lic lîolds the truamp card-
two indeed-and by dexterous play hie înay easily %via the gmile. Already
lie'has led îniost skilfully withi Fuir Trade, whioli, in case 'of a new appeal
to the counîtry, would undoitbtedly brin, liiîn a large vote iii ail the coin-
inercial centres ; and if Mr. Gladitoni slîould seek to make capital for
himself by puâiuig a scheine of flome Rie, Lo-rd Salisblury mnay immiediately
thwart the inove by dissolvilig the liouse and appealîîîg tu the patriotiatm
of Provincial Enîglanid, qeotiaî,d, and \Vales, and to tie initerests of the
whole commercial world of Great Britain.

ALTHOUGu in the elections several of the leaders of tie Fair Trade
movement were defeated, iL canniot be doubtcd. Llat tliere is a strong under-
current of feeling in English commercial centres in favour of Fair irade.
The depression exiiiting in certain branches of i dustry -althougli but a
natural circunistance of the vaàt variety of induýtries iii Etagland, aiid
their extended ramitications-is apparent to the ordiniary observer mainly
as a resuit of foreigri corupetition; and partly in many cases it is so. if
the manufacturer of an article finds himielf uadersold in the humne market
by a foreigner hie knows that bis business is sufferiîîg from foreign compe-
tition; and it is useless for a political econoînist to tell hitn that though
this presses liardly on him it is good for the country at large. And if in
consequence lie is comp eîled to stop manufacturing, or ut best to betaku
liimself to anotlier business, hie knows that liis idle plant, or the displa-
ment of capital, entails a serious loss on bim, notwitbistanding, that the
theoretical Free Trader may witb justice maintain that such displacement
of capital, however it may damnnify the individual, is a gain to the nation,
because the capital.is diverted to a paying industry fromn one that can be
carried on cheaper by the foreigner. Among the causes of the defeat of
the lute Liberal Party in most of the great cities in England was a belief

tliat tliat party is imibuud too deeply witli inexpansive Free Tradu theories.
Most people are nowadays sufleringr in somu shape or other fromi the pre-

vailing depression, and the conviction lias becomu general that tliey would
have a better chance of getting relief froni that depression-if only a tem-

Porary relief-from the Tories than from the Cobdenites. The Tory Party
indeed stand pledged to try some measure of relief. Not only have tliey

appointed a Commission of Enquiry fite the causes of the dupression, but
their leaders have aiso expressed their upproval of the princitile of Fair
Trade; and in now determining on the adoption of a National Policy,
Lord Salitibury simply redeems the pledge of N'ewport.

r \VITH the principle of the measure we are in untiru agreemient. We
t have sufficient faith in the enligbtenment and good sense of the Eng iali

3people to feel sure that there need bu no fear of the îîew fiscal departure
f leading tliem into the same m'istaku that tie mneasure adoptcd here, for a

3somewbat similar purpose, in 1878, lias led Canada. Witlî England's vast
rforeign traie thure is no fear of thut; for tlîe verv cbief effoct of Protection

pure and simple is to kili out foreigyn trade, and Eng-litnd lias especially its
promotion iii view in adopting- lier National Policy. Bat, in fact, the pro-
posed policy is not one of Protection at ail ; althouglh, as in the case of
Canada, if Engiand were in siînilar circumnstanices, àt iighit easily glide into
iL. Bat this is impossible in the case of England-uness sue be prepared
to retire from lier world-business. As compared withi ail other nations
England is machl in the position of a merclit withi correspondents and
markets in every corner of the globe, while lus comipetitors, witbout tliese
connections, have for sole customers tie inîlabitants nf one towîî. England
hias won this commanding position by mneans of Frc Trade; and it is
bucause she finds sonie of hier furmer mnarkets closin- agaiîîst bier tlîat she
adopts tlîis new policy. Not Protection but miore perfect Free Trade is wbat
shu sueks. If she wero in the poiition of Gorinîuîy, France, or America,
seeking to acqîeire a foreigna tradu, hier new pl)icy îigh-lt bu fraughit ivitb
danger ; for but one or two false steps-too far iii the *direction of Pro-
tection-miglît easily frastrate lier whole desigii; lt a s site is now placod,
endeavouring to reta in an acquired trade, the slighitest r nistake will produce
sachi perceptible and immediate elrdts-so contrary to what is ainîed ut-
that the nation mnay bu dupeuided uponi not to go far wrong. Lord Salis-
bury lias stated the intention to bu not to 4ax Ibreadstuifs, anti so fair the
position is safe. For anytlîing tlîat would raise the co-it of production of
cammnoditie-as a tax on the food of the artisan would do-mnuat shut
thumn to that extent out of foreignt inmkets. A tait on tue breads.tu[fls of
Amnerica would perbups bu the very best inoans of l>reakiîmg down the hos-
tile tariff againît Enigland ; but ut preserît the etroct of the inicreased price
to the Englishi consumner, thougli it wotild lielp the farining interest, înight
damnify the mnanufacturers. And ziot the promotion of famzning but of trade
is now in view. When India, huwevom, is a)le tu supply Eng'lanld's needs
in wheat the uxperimnunt in ty bu womth trying. Cx ,rnmei(nt iinu8t exercise
great came iii the selectioni of articles for duty. Tliere etii bu no objection,
for instance, in puttin4 a heavy duty on lmeclîc an 1 Spaish4 winos; for the
extra cost of renalo mnild ilipsnaltoalbdeouthe
average Englislî artisan. Care must be taken, too, that the duties, by checking
importations froin a foreign country, :ihal îlot at the saine time diminîsh
exportation to that coantry. Thiat is the nutumal efflîct of prohibitory
import daties ; but iii the proscrnt case the opemation of the law cannot be
grieat or unything more than oxceptional, for every nation on eurth is
indebted to Eiîgland and must pay the interest on their debts, if not in
goods of lier choosing, then in bullion. Tlhroughiut the whlîo arrangýe-
muent of the tariff the fact slîoald bc continually kept iii view that wlhen a
foruigni article comes ite coînpotition with a native one iii fulli iupply the
foreiga producer pays the wholu duty. If theo native article isunot iii full
supply or suti.ient for the home emmd the consumer pays a portion of
the duty propurtionatu to the quantity required froin abroad. And whon
the article is not producud ut ait in Mie consuming country, tue consumer
pays the whole duty. This is of the inathemîntics of the tariff. And so
the English duty may witli advantuge to the consumner bu takeni off sacli
an article as tua, for the constiuer piys tutu wholu daty ; and the abolition
of the duty would by increasinîg the consumuption, and the imnport trade
from China and India, tend aiso to increase the export tradu to those
countriés. Simniiarly with manufactured goids muade in excessive qmantity
in protected Continental countries and sold in Etîgland as a sacrifice
market. Just in proportion us thuy enteruil into coînpetition with Engiish
manufactures would the prodttcer pay any dtity iinposed, without any
increase of cost to the Etîguish consuner. And it is hume the present Free
Tradu policy of Eiigland is ut fault; becausc under it the G-overnment
loses a large revenue from daties on these goods which would bu paid by the
foreigiier; whilu if that tax be irnposudl as is now proposedl it wili faîl su lieavily
on the foreign producer that it înay easily have the ectet of breaking down
Protection in thosu foreigyn countries, bysltuttimîg producurs out froîn the chief
market for their surplus goods. They can gunemally afford to selI a surplus
*of commodities at a ioss abroad, if by s0 doing they cun zelieve thuir home
market anîl so obtuin full prices for the bulk of their production-for the
price of the surplus at Aome raies the wlile-but an additionul loss in the
shape of a Govurnment tax may and probably will prove too beavy a burden
to bear. And simiiarly in the contra case : thougli England from the
dlieapness of lier production cau in generai comnpute witli foreign manufac.
turers in their own markets while paying an ordinary revenue tax, she
canuot do se if she lias to pay anything upproaching a prohibitory rate of


