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A LETTER FROM HIS GRACE

The Archbishop of Halifax to
The Casketon the Re-
medial Bill.

Editor of The Casket.

B1r,~On my arrival here from the
East, a few days ago, I learned from- the
reports of Parliament, as well as :from
newspapers Lhe fate of the.Remedial
Bill. I need scarcely say it was & sur-
prise to me, as well ag &~ subject of re-
grel. Sostrong was my faith in the good
sense of my country men, and in their
spirit of loysalty. to our peerless Constitu-
tion, to say notbing of their love of fair
play, that I felt it would be an insult to
doubt the practical unanimity ot the
House in upholding that constitution,
and in deciding once forever that in
Canada there is as littie room for religi-
ous fire-brands as there is for political
tricksters. The noble action of the Com-
mons, on two previous occasions, had
amply warranted this belief. Who
could have imagined that public men,
in Canada, botn within and without
Parliament, should bave turned a purely
constitutional question into a partisan
one, or should have sought to perpetuate
an admitted injustice at the risk of an
era of senseless sectarian strife, and. of
national retrogresgion. The worst-enemy
of our country is the sower of religious
discord and of racial enmity. There is
no place in our public life for such an
one. He should be bound in a sheaf
with the prophets of pessimism, and the
would-be betrayers of our country, and
trampled underfoot on the threshing
floor of public opinion.

A plain question is before the people
of Canada. Sball we, or shall we not,
stand by our constitution which ensures
__the rights of all, but only inagmu@x a8

we, by strikingat. righta’or |
the motive what it may, weal

safegnards of our own, engender & spirit
of mutual distrust, and fan into a flame
the fast expiring embers of former un-
worthy dissensions. Only a desperate
professional politician could be guilty of
such a crime against the social well-being
of our fair country. An honest man, it
is true, who dislikes the idea of separate
schools might, for a moment, be tempted

to pursue such .a course of action, look- |-

ing at the question from one point of
view only ; but on_ refleciion he would
recognize that it is not" whether or not

there shall be separate ‘schools, but|

whethber the Constitution sLall beobserv-
ed to-day in regard to the rights of
Smith, so that it may be invoked to-
morrow to support those of Brown. Our
rights must stand or fall together. Few,
Itrust, have any desire to infringe on
those of their fellow-countrymen. Our
enlightened sense of true liberty, as well
as the conditions of our patiodal life,
would render impossible the gratifica-
tion of such desire.

Having lately passed through various
countries, and having attentively ob-
served their social condition, the super-
iority ofoar own Canada as & home of
peace and plenty, bas been more fuily
than ever impressed on my mind. And
yet we are only at the starting point of
our course. Mutual trust, -mutual re-
gpect for the convictions of olbers,a hitle
bearing and forbearing, with ‘a loyal de-
votion to the Constitution, even when it
may run counter to some fad of our own,
will ensure to Canada the future,in great

' part at least, of the world. It is simply
wonderful what she has aqcomplished
during the past twenty-five years. His-
tory affords no parallel to it. Grecian,

or Roman Jegends of mythical greatness |

, do not equal the sober facts of our short
career. The vigorousspirit that bréathes

life, and hope, and national agpirations|

jnto the blood and brain of young Can-

adians has eXorcised,or at least silenced, | .
the voice of the adnexationist, and bas}:
~ created & bond of wnion between all).

races and roligions' in the pursuit of
national progress. .

An insidious attempt'is now made to
break thwt unity, and, although this
may not be intended, :the consequence

will be ‘to bring back that wilderness of |
_ discord and national disruptien,in which
the cry of union with, or ‘rather subjec-|

tion to, the neighboring republic will be
heard again; and who can say. with what
effect ? )

his country can keep silence. Would
that my voice cosld reach the ears and
the intelligence of all my countrymen.
To non-Catholics I would say : Are you,
the descendants of men who won, after
a long and hard fight, constitutional
liberty, going to inflict a blow, which
must have far-reaching consequences,on
the work of your fathers ? If you do not
upbold the Constitution now, your action
will one day be invoked as 8 precedent
for breaking it on some other point,—it
may be against yourselves. In your
hands rests the future peace and ad-
vancement of the Dominion. You area
majority ; you can oppress a poor minor-
ity in a certain province ; youcan say,
we reck not the decisions of courts, nor
the claims of good faith and fair play ;
you can evoke an evil spirit.and implant
a rankling feeling of injustice in the
hearts of very many of your country.
men ; you can stay the wheels of pro-
gress, and blight the fair prospects of our
loved country., You cando all this by
voting against the Remedial Legislation.
That any considerable percentage of you
wlll do this, I, who have been nurtured

in your midst, refuse to believe. .

I know it willbe said: *We. do not
refuse to right any wrong thai can be
shown to-exist ; but we wish first to in-
vestigate, to ascertain if any hardship
has been inflicted on a minority.” To an
outsider this appears reagonable: to a
Canadian it is scarcely what 1 wish to
characterize, lest I should be accused of
using violent language,” No man - at all
conversant with public'affairs can be nn-
aware of the Injustice practised against
the minority in Manitoba:. It is & sub-
ject for sorrow and humiliation that any
one should ignore thig ipjustice ; it is a
hollow pretence to talk:of investigating
it ; it is treason - against conscience lo
plead this wretched excuse to justify op-
position {o its abolition, We may add,
it is an insult.to non-Catholics to suppose
that any appreciable number of them
will'allow a difference of religious belief
to blind them to the dictates of ordinary
justice ; or that they eap be made the
puppets of 2 movement which must end,
if successful now, eitherin surrender to

| disaster to the country.

the claims of the minority,which is prob-

ably contemplated by the leaders, or in’

Ttrust, sir, yog were mistaken in sup-
posing apy Catholle in Halifax *lent
countenance to anappeal of anti-Cathe-
lic prejudice.” -Some of them, indeed,
may dislike -the present . goyernment,
and might on & guestion oftrade or other
policy, Litterly oppose it ; but in com-
mon with tiwir non-Catholic fellow-
citizens, whe aré not blinded by fanatic-
ism, they will aurely Le on the side of
justice, @vep -shonld they doubt the
motive of the :(fovernment in acting
justly, We areto look af acts, not mot-
ives. The former fall under our cog-
nizance; the Jater are seen and judged
by God alone. -Frue Catholics in Hali-
fax, as e]sewhere, Will not learn their
doty, nor the ethics of political action,
from party politicians, Catholic or pon.
Catholic, but from purer and less inter-
ested sources, viz., from the principles of
justice which are binding on all good
men, at a]} times. No party triumph, no
worldly congiderstion, no ties of associa:
tion can excgse an act of injustice.

, C. O'Brigx.
ROmG, May &h’ 1896'
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“Coercion Exemplified.

|

schools to the danger of their faith.  He
still, to judge by his words and actions,
retains that hope, or rather we may say,.
he professes to do 0 for we. ean hargly
imagine that even he can any longer be-
blind to the fact that ks puny Jegisla.
tion is a8 nothing when confronted with
the sterling devotion to duty which anj-
mates the Catholic body in this province,
and their readiness to sacrifice any-
thing in order to give their dear oness
true Chrigtian, Catholic, as well as thor-
oughly good secular education. But
there is one lesson our readers may
learn from our illustration and that is
that this man is the bosom friend of the
Hon. Mr. Laurier, and every elector
who votes at the coming election: for &
Taurier candidate will aesjst i frying to-
bring into power a paity of which, sad
to relate, men like Dalfon McCarthy and
Jogreph Martin' are, among the leading
ligius ; men who are willing to set the
consiituiion of our beloved land at de~
fiance if they ‘can thereby perpetuate
this gross injury which has been done
the Catholics of Manitoba. Wae ask our

two constituencies inthis province. and -
not to be misled by the fair promises by
which the Liberal ledader is-trying to
secure the support of the Catholic elect--
orate in Quebec and some parts of Ont.
ario and the Maritime Provinces. Surely
it will be the duty of all who sympathiger
with the Catholic minority bhere to do- -
all they can to assist those who in the -
Jate house showed themselves ready to-

-1 do us justice, and bave no dealings with

those who proved themselves ready
to play into the hands of Mr. Martin and
bis friends here in theiratiempt to close
our Catheli¢ schools aud compel us in
our povedy to send our little ones to
schools which no Catholic can conscient-

1011‘sly"sj§§fove of ook

The Campaign In the West.

Tus REVIEW reporter has again paid &
shors visit to'the west and spent some
he constitueucy of Macdonald.
present. at a- largely attended
g held on Friday eveniugat Car-
n the interests of Mr. Rutherford,

JOS. MARTIN--—-< | said then, and | still think that the clause of the
1890 Act is MOST UNJUST to Roman Catholics. It is to my

emirse——

The above illustration speaks for jtgblf

-and calls for but little comment.-, It re.

presents the valiant Joseph Martin, My.

_Laurier’s trusted lieuterant in Manitoba;
-gugaged in the congenial task of trying
‘to drive the Catholic children of thig pro-

vinece into the so-called public byt really
Protestant schools which he establighed
here in1890. We use the wordg “con-

friend of Mr. Laurier, whose followers
delight to bonor by the title of “Fighting
Joe,” is never more in his element than

T e rtmerresremiinesn e

In a crigis like the present n¢ lo#exj of{.

S1r CHARLES TuPPkR, Banr,

genial task” advisedly, for this gajiant,

when - attacking the weak g;q these
whom he considers will fall an eagy.prey |
to. his. bulldozing: methods,
not hesitate to say, bowever, that. al
though Mr. Martin continueg to put &,

We dof

lin'g the pampered:. Protestant schools to

which we areforced to’ contribute our
taxes, wheress the Catbolic schools
which bave been maintained out of oyr
slender means by spontaneous contripu;

bold face on the matter no gpe .knowstions bave never during their whole:

better than'be that total anq jprétriev-
able defeat is staring him in the face
and that the righteousness of their cause
has raised up to the defence of the Cath-
olic minority a powerful and growing
force before which the motley crowd
which be is &till able to command will
be as chaff before the wind, Apnd ne
thing has contributed to leaq up. to:this
state of affairs more than the noble way.
in which the Catholics of a)} degrees, in

the social scale and all pationalities}

have faced their difficulties apg borne|

[ the burden under which they have!
labored gince 1890. When tpe sehool

act was passed in that year despite our
protests and appeals it wag fm]‘y ,'694
clared by Mr. Martin and his friends
that the opposition to the meagyre simply
came. from Quebec sud the clergy, that
the Catholic laity would gladly accept it,
and that it would not be two years be-
fore all the Catholic ¢hildren wenld be
found in the public scbools, Eyery one
knows how far this prediction - has
been. . falsified  in. . every particu-
lar  and to-day we are gaple to
point with pride to the fact tHat there
are not half a dozen Catholi¢ children
(if-there are any at all, for we may say

we do not know of a single one) attend-

bistory had 'such a large number of
scholars on their rolls as at the present
day. Mr. Martin fondly imagined that

thia school law of bis, by meansof which
‘be  introduced into this province &

monstrousfeatures of the old punal laws,
wounld make it impossible for-Catholic

Hox. Huer Jorx MACDONALD,
(Minister of Interior),

parents in Manitoba to provide for their
little ones that Christian education.which
their consciences demand,be hoped they
would not be able to afford to. pay the
double tax and that their children
would be forced into ‘the Protestant

|put in an appearance. The promoters
ofthe meeting, however, raised atechni-

ihe Liberal nominee. Representatives
Mr. ‘Boyd, the Government candidate,
bad been invited to attend and Mr. J. §,
wartand Ald. Andrews, of Winnipeg,

cal objection with regard to | Ewart
and refused to allow him to speak.  ‘This.

shabby action undoubtedly. Jost them
‘|some votes a8 many.in:.the avdience
had gone to the meeti o) y. 10 bear
the distinguished Winnipeg lswyer and

came to the conclusion: that the Liberals:
do not wish tohave the true facts put
before the elpetarate. Mr; Andrews

nade an shle:spesch which was well re~

ceived, and. Dn rrison unexpectedly
arriving infown took Mr. Ewart's plice
and gave & ng address. Mr. Isaac

Campbg!},ﬁf:f Winnipeg, spoke for Mr,
Raotherford,and it is probable that at
the close the meeting was about equal.
ly divided. On Baturday evening Mr.
Andrews. held a mesting at Bowle's
“!"t:bo"d Liouse about-eleven miles northe
west of Carberry. Tz Revigw Teporter
went our with a few others and there

district but Mr. Andrews made a good
impression and wes loudly applauded.
During the meeting a gale of wind ace
companied by heavy rain sprang up-
and the night being piteh dark it was no

our reporter had an experience of prairie
travelling which he does not wish to re-

loat their way and eventually wandered
into the sand bills near Sewell After
roaming ahogt for an' hour it became
evident that they were hopelesaly at sea
and they had no alternative but to make
themselves ag comfortable as possible in
and ander the buggy and wait for. day-
light. The wind was piercing cold, the
rain fell in ‘torrents and the condition
of the unfortunate travellers when at six.

described. However they werexcheered
by the reflection 4bat the meeting they
bad attended had been a’successful one-

will be elected by an abundant majority.

A

eastern readers when going to the polls =~
’| to remember that McCarthy and Martin
are the selected Laurier candidates for -

was & good meeting. - It was a hostile-

easy matter to keep the trail and get. -
back toCatberry.  As a matter of fact

peat in & hurry, He and his companiong -

o'clock *in -the - morning ‘they reached .
Carberry can better be imagined than.

&

and only another proof that Mr. Boyd.
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