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peared to he more social fecling hetween her
hushand and father than she had ever hoped
for, and a joyous vision flected across her of
time bringing about a thorough reconcilia-
tion, and of their all heing happy together.
She langhed, she {alked, she almost sung ;
and Mr. and Mrs, T.eicester inquired what
had hecome of the lowuess of apirit spoken
of in Mr. Castonel’s note. He answered
pleasantly, that their presence had scared it
away, and that f they did notmind the trou-
ble of coming out, it might he well to
try the experiment again on the following
evening ; he could see it was the hest medi-
cine for his dearest Bllew.  They promised
to do so, even Mr. Leicester.  Espevially, e
added, as he mustnow leave alinost divectly.

The glow on Ellen's face faded. ¢ Why
leave, papa?

¢ My dear, there is a vestry meeting Lo-
night, and I must attend it.  Your mamma
can stay.’

¢ Will you not vetarn whea it 32 over” ve-
sumed Ellen, anxiously.

¢ No; it will not be over till late.
likely to be a storwy one.

¢ But you will come to-morrow 7 A e
main longer ?? she feverishly ndded.

¢ Child, Thave said =0.”

¢ Upon one conditiou-—that she does 1ot
excite hersell over it,” interposed My, Cas.
tonel, afiectionately laying his hand npon
his wife's. ¢ Add that provise.?

¢ Ob, it Ellen is to excite heiself, ol ¢uurse
that would stop it." returned the veetor, wirh
a smile. The fistsile his conntenance hal
worn since her dizobedienca.

Ellen saw it, and her heart vese uvp in
thankfolness within_ her. ¢ Deavest papn,’
she whispered, leaning towards him, ¢ | will
he quite calm. 1t will be right between us
all: Isee it will. T amso happy.’

Al seven o’clock they henrd the little bell
tinkle out, calling together the members ot
the select vestry, and Mr. Leicester took hiz
departure.  His wife remained with Ellen,
Mr, Castoncl, also; nothing called him oul;
and they spent o bappy, cordial evening.—-
Wken she rose to leave, Mr. Castonel rang
the bell for Mrs. Muit to attend her. e
would not leave Jillen.

¢ What nonsense !’ said Mis. Lojcester.—
¢ As ifany one would run away with me. |
shall be at home in five minutes. 1 need not
trouble Mrs. Mufl.’

Tt will do Muafl zood,” said Biten. ¢ She
bas never stireed eut since my illness.  And
then, mamma, she can bring hack the re-
ceipt you spoke of.’

¢ Good-uight, my dear, said Mvs. Lesices-
ter, stooping to kiss her. ‘Do you fuel younr
self better for ouv visit?”  ~ |

¢ I feel quite well, maming,” was Bilen's
joyous answer.  * Nothing whatever is the
matter with me now. Only,” she added,
laughing, ¢ that Tam a little thivsty.’

¢That is soon remedicd,” said Mr. Caston-
el. I will get you some wine and water,
Ellen.’ ’ .

¢How thankiul I am 1o see your mistress
so much better,” exc'nimed Mrs. Leicesier,
as sheand Mrs. MulF walked along.

¢ Ma’am, you cannot be more thanktnl
than Tam. 1 have been upon thorns ever
since she was taken ill. Pcor Mis. Custon-
el—I mean Miss Caroline—having heen ent
off suddenly by the same illness, wis enongh
to make me feacful.’

(TO BE CONTINUED.)
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THE LATE ALEX. KEEFER, ESQ.

The last overlund wail took to England
the news of the decath, ju Australia, of a
young Canadian, Mr. Alex. Keefer, who was
the first member of the Bar of .Canada ad-
mitted Lo praclise as a Dbarrister in that
colony, and the first Canadian clected to its
Legislature.  This Jamented gentieman, he-
sides that professional ability which led to
his xapid udvanccwent in a strange country,
possessed literary attainments of no coimmon
order, as eviuced by some letters of his
which have heen oceasionully published in
the papers at Montreal aud Torouto during
the last seven years.

Alexander Keefer, the tenthand youngest
son of the lite George Keefer, Esq., of
Thorold, was born there on the 20th No-
vember, 1825. He was educated at Upper
Canada College and studied the profession
of the law in the ofice of the late Hon.
Robert Baldwin, then in partnership with
the Hon. Mr. Justice Adam Wiison. In
1850 he was admitled to the Bar of Upper
Canada, and in 1852 suiled [vom New York
for Australia, via Rio Janeivo aud the Cape
of Good Hope. IMor the first two years of
bis vesidence there, he essayed 1o the wgold
digging, in common with thousands of all

professions and callings from neurly every
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guarier of the globe,  [n Marcl, 1535, he
deeided to return home, having gained the
chief ohjeet of his travels, the complete
restordion of bis health, which had been
hroken down from exeessive mental appli-
cation the year wf’e: his admission to the
Bar in Canada. While waiting at Melbowrne
for a ship he entered o law uflice, and find-
ing the profession a very lucrative one at
that time in Ausiradin, he was advised to ve-
main in the colony aud vosume it To effect
this @ setvions ohstacle had first 10 be over
come, which required six mouths of cou-
tinued exertion and u considerable outluy in
money.

The law of the colony of Victoria had
heen framed in the interest of the profession
of hoth branches, bacristers wd attorneys,
from the United Kingdom only.  All mem-
hers which were admitted to practise us a
matter of cowrse, but ixnoved barristers
from other colonies, and compelled even
attorneys o reside ayear alier giving notice
of their intention to practisg, and further to
undergo an examination.

Mr. Keefer feltit bis duty to maintain the
honor of his native province, and therefore
sought, by petition to the Supreme Court,
for himself ag a Canadian barrister, the priv-
ileges acceded to those from the United
Kingdom, but was repulsed. Nothing daunt-
ed thereat, he invoked the aid of the press
and the Legislature, and after a six month’'s
contest with the Dar was admitted by a spe-
cial act, in March, 1856; and in April weut
to Beechworth, the capital of the Ovens Dis-
triet, about 200 miles inland from Mel-
hourne.  Possessing u practicul knowledge
of wold mining, he at once obtained a lurge
and luerative practice in his own profession,
and was soon solicited to represent the dis-
trict in the Provinciul Legislature.  This he
declined, hecause the capital was 200 miles
distant, and, hesides the loss sustained by ab-
sence, the heavy personal expenses in that
colony were then borne by the rgpresenta-
tives themselves.  Tn 1859, however,he was
solicited {rom all quarters to save the district
from the disgrace of returning n demagoguc
whom no oune else could detoat, and yielded,
with the nuderstanding that heshould resign
as soon as the electiou of a proper successor
could he secured, which he did the fotlowing
year, and then set about preparing for a visit
to his native land, in connection with one to
the coutemplated Exbibition at London in
1861. ‘This baving been postponed till 1862,
he left. Austealin for Ceylon in Nov., 1861,
and thence took the I’. & O, Co. Steamers
to Caleulta. IProm this point he visited
Cawnpore, Delhi, &e., and returned by Kur-
rachee and Bombay to Suez, and after visit-
ing the Nile, Jevusalem, the Jovdan, &e., he
reached Liverpool in May. In September,
after seeing the United Kingdom and a por-
tion of the coutinent, he came out to Cana-
da, after ten years absence, in time to see
the progress ol the Province as evinced at
the Provincial Exhibition in Tovonto.  In

ALBENANDER KEBFER B3Q., BARRISTER AT LAW.

Novembee hie returaed, via the overdund
route, and reached Melbourne in May last.. -
In four months thereafter he was struck dows
alter ten days iliness, by aretirn ofthe same
disease which caused his emigration to Aus-
tralin.  We conclude our short m:moir m
the words of the Toronto Globe :

¢ He retured to Australia to die.  The
news of his decease was telegraphed from
Beechworth, where he resided, to Melhonrue
the day before the steamer sailed.  The
Argus corvespondent telegraphed : ¢ Tle was
a much respected citizen, whaeee loss will he
greatly felt in the Ovens District, which My,
Keefer at one ime represented.’” We may wdd
that every Canadian in that distant country
found a friend in M. Keeler. His house and
purse were always open to them.?

‘The following graphic sketch is from one
of his letters to friends in Canada :

GOLD DIGAING 1IN  VICTORLY, AUSTRALLY,
1y 1854,

Perhaps it may be interesting to you to
hear something of the manners and customs
of the diggers, their mode of life, and the
manner of searching for, and the method of
seeuring the gold.

It would puzzle the genius of a Dickens to
pourtray the variety of character one meels
with in every partof the couutry ; suffice it
for me to say, that the population s com-
posed of drafts frown all parts of the world
as yet approached by commerce, the scale
prepounderating in fuvor of Great Britain,
Our trans-Pacilic friends, (us Americans are
called,) however, are getting a fair shave of
the commerce of the country, and promise
to infuse into John Bull (wbo has hitherto
had his own way here) something of that
progressive spirit which T am pleased to see
now characterises Canada,  There is an
ahominable squatting monopoly which has
swallowed up all within a little of the land
of the country, which is held by the squat-
ters for grazing purposes ouly—they being
prohibited by law from cultivating what 18
actually necessary for their own use and that
of their dependants. These squatters hold
the whole conntry (with an iuconsiderable
exception) in sections ranging from ten
miles square to tweaty miles square to each,
under leave from the Colonial Government—
of fourteen years, generally: The country
is dependent for its breadstuffs, vegetahles
and lLiorse feed, chiefly upon the adjacent
colonies of South Australiv andVan Dieman’s
Land, The direet result of this suicidal
Jand poliey, by discouraging agriculture in
this colouy, is to permanently seitle and
build up South Anstralia and Van Dieman’s
Land, where a more liberal land policy
somewhat analagons to that of Canada, ob-
taing.  Thus you will observe thatin a pop-
ulation of upwards of 200,000—with the ex-
ception of the squatters, who number about
200 only, and whe get their réturns {rom
wool, all who do not find refuge in their
trades, professious or callings, or who do

.

not enzage in mercantile porsuits, have no
other alternative than gold digeing,  Here
we find among those classed as ‘digece
men of wll professions, (not excepting the
clerical,) trudes and callings, wind not w tew
of tefinement.  This is.so mneh the rule
that wherever I have been, as yet, in the
digzings, | e always found  desicable
associates.  You would be amused o see
the insenions methods off concealment; -
der which n practical oye e diseern the
bearing of" one il acenstomed to the blue
ghirt and cordareys of the digeer, No legiti-
mate occupation 15 considered infrasdir on
the gold fields, thouxrh the weight ol anthor.
ity looks npon dizging as the most avisto-
eratic.  Not very long since | retained a
member of the Junglish bay 1o remave our
tent and traps to a diflvrent part of the diz-
gings with s hullocks and dray, and he
took 13s. by the motion,

Paring the smmer montis, (for conveni-
ence we divide the veiwr jeto sutmer and
winter) say lrom October antil May, welive
in tents which are pitehed in the tost d -sir-
able spots compatible with the theatve of wur
Jabors,  Owe wreat study is 1o keep our
ortdly goods from wecamudatin and wnhoy-
fng us in moving,  We e veconeciicd to the.
alisence ol superflsities, and 1 ofien think
how 1 wenld in hi-xooe days, comiserate
any ouc deprived of chaizs und tables, cthoe
genus homo, which, a3 a general thing, we
could not reecive ws presents saddled with
un injunction 1o take care of them o wine
ter I huve never lived in s tent, yot the great
majority ol the people do.  Last winter

and I hunlt a loz shanty, and covelred
it with bark, in which we were very com
fortable,  Qur winter here is shnilar to No-
vember with you, though milder. Rain istke
chief inecedient in it.” T have only twice
noticod iee of the thickyest of o penny. -
The feosts Lave no eilect on the tored 1ees,
a3 far as the foiie is coneernad, which iy
never shed at vnee as i Canada, A curions
thing velative to the fi i, that they
shed their hark peniodi sl of 1he
feaves.  We have noe wInter il
ters at ¢ The Avoea,” a new sold fe'd abowt
120 miles from Melbenme va N0 WL dies
tion.  We are Hving in a Jogshanty, and de.
vole 1nrost of our evenings to reading awd
sewing huttons on our shivts,

Gold is found in ditferent paitz of a gold-
field at various depthz from the sarface, (as
at Ballurat.) extending 160 feet to the rock.
The exiernal indication, at those dis.
which [ have visited, secms to be w!
l)illk (l““l‘l’.—lll(.‘ surface aneven, e A
parallel gullies tunmsing frem cither side into
womain eceptacie channel for carrying
the vains. Upon the hiils between the puilies
the deposit is usually within a{oot of the uy-
face, mixed with o quartz eravel lying upon
astratum of s inied clay.  Sox etimes by
sinking through Calter removiee the ganel
for the purpose oF wushing) we aguin iiwl in
these Lills another awiferons steatum Iyinge
upon white pipe clay, and followiny it on to
the gullies on either side.  The lurgest de-
posits are fonnd in the middle of the vultlies,
generally oceupying a narrow *lead’, where
the pipe clay is farther from the smeface.—
‘The depth to this pipe elay in the gullies va-
ries from two fect nt the upper end, to nine
or fen feet, where they hecome lostin the
flat lying at vight angles with them. Upon
this flat the sinking is deeper, varying {rom
ten feet at the head (o frequently (as at these
diggings) upwards of fifty feet at the foot.—
The mode ol getting at e old is by sink-
ing a shaft, the size of an ordinary well,
down to the auriferous stratum, which is from
three to six inches in thickness, and lays
upon the pipe clay.  No part of the earth
taken up befove reaching the stratum lying
upon the pipe clay is reserved for washing.
When the stentum is veached, it is removed,
with two or three inches in depth of the pipe
clay, to be washed. This awilerous stratum
is generally composed of clay wmixed with
black and white water-worn quartz gravel,
having the gold diffused thronghout i, hnt
chiefly lying immediately upon the pipa elay.
After thig, which we call ¢ washing stuft}” 13
removed, we sink about three feet into the
pipe clay, and “dvive’ the Jatter uway from
under the auriferous stratum, send it out of
the shaft, throw it awng, and then knock
down ¢ the washing «tufl” overhead, and send
it up to be seeured.  ‘Tlie methad of obtain-
ing the gold from the ¢ washing stull”” is by
placing it in a tuband puddiing it with water
until all the elay is dissolved, and uothing
reinaing but the clean ginvel and the gold.
It is then run throngh the ‘eradle,® which
scparates most of the gravel from the gold,
concentrating the latter on a slide made for
its reception in the eradle.  The contents of
this slide are emptied into a pun, where the
dirt is vemoved from the wold by the oscil-
lating motion of the pan in the water, leav.
lug the gold itself coneentrate:d by its weizht
in the bottom. )




