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ANALYSIS OF CÂNADÂ'S IMPORT TRADE

United Kingdom LIad 65 Per Cent. of Dry Goods Busi-
ness But Only 14 Pur Cent. of Metals and

Machînery-Unlted States is a Strong
Competitor

In a report ta th, Imperial Bioard of Trade of Canada for
1912, Mr. C. Hfamiluon \ickes, the British Trade Commis-
sioner in the Domiinin prints figures sbowing tbat imports
from the Uinited Kinigdom in the year ended March 31 St,
1912, showed an increase of 150 per cent, as compared with
the imnports ini the year ended June 3oth, 1900, but that great
as the increase was the total imports into the Dominion fromt
al countries have expanded in an even greater ratio.

It bas been the practice of the StaitîcaiL. Department of
the Dominion, hie says, ta deal separately in theiîr official pub-
lications with goods entering Canada fret of dutyý and goods
wvhich are dutiable, se that it is possible ta comrnýte the
relative importance of United Kingdomn trade with Cainadta
in free and dutiable goods. 0f the imports from the 'inited
Kingdorn 2o per cent. were free goods and 8o per cent. duti-
able, whercas of the total importe f rom ail countries 33 1-3per cent. Were free and 66 2-3 per cent. dutiable. Inasmuch
as the preferential tariff in favor of goods imported fromi the
Unîited Kingdom affects theý vabt bulk of dutiable goods and
týhese again forer two-thîrds of the total imports into, the Do-
Mini on, it may he realized what a great apportunity the prefer-
ence affords ta United Kingdomn manufacturers and mer-
chants for deve-lop)ing trade between the two countries.

Sixty-Five Per Cent. of Dry Coode.
Dry goods (under whic hedinig arc included articles

of apparel and attire, piece goods;, articles for houschold use,
MIninor a1rticles of apparel, sewing threads and yarns, and
nocis) accounited for nearly Sa per cent. of tht total imports
into Canada from, the United Kingdom; the share of the
Uniteýd Iingdom ini the total imports of dry goods into Can-
ada frorn ail countries exceeds 65 Der cent. But se far as
total imPorts into Canada are concerned, manufacturers of
inetals, machines antI machinery core eas.ily first in import-
ance with a value for the fiscal year io11-1912 amfounting ta
$140ý,ooo,ooo; the dry gonds trade is a poor second with a

'value Of $79<,00,00o froîn allcutis While the percentage
share of the United Kingdom in the dry goods trade exceeds
65 Der cent., for machinery and masit is only somte 14per cent. The proportion of BritishI traide in respect of im-ports of machines, machinery and metal mainufactuiresý ad-
mitted 'free" was 23.8 per cent., or -double the British pro-
portion of the total trade in these lines entered as "dutiaible"
(11.8 per cent.). To this factrcan b(, traced (in great part)
the falling off h~ ner cent.) in proportion of imports from the
United Kingdomn to the total of dutiable imports into Canada,
comparing 1912 with îc)oo, Hfow greait is the cffect of the
dutiable metal furson the total tinitvd Kingdom trade with
Canada is demaonstrated directly we deduct from the total
importsý of dutiaible goods, into Canada, the- figures relating
ta duitabile metal manufactures, machine% and machinrry.
The Uniited Kingdom 's proportion of dutiable imnports la igii-
19)12 at once jumps te ý32.8 per cent. If we now turn to the
dry gonds tradec <nearly the whole of the items composing it
being dutiable) te sec wha-t theý effeet would be of eliminat-
ing the dry goeds figures from the total dutiable imnports from
aIl cou-ntries into the Dominion, we find the British percent-

age shrinks ta 14 per cent, No other class of United King-
dom trade with the Dominion has such far-reachîng effect
as the two above mentionred.

The irnports iOta Canada fromn the United States in the
year ended March 31, 1912, amounted ta about $330,400-000.
or 63.4 per cent. of the total importa into the Dominion. In
order ta determine as closeiy as possible the class of trade
in whirh the United States is particularly successful on the
Canadian market, lists have been prepared showing in detail
the itemns coiitairied iii the official trade and navigation rt-
turns, in whjcb the United States share of the imports is
shown ta exceed 75 per cent. of the total, and it has been
ascertained by means of these lists that the total of such items
represents imnports ta the value of $274,750,000 or nearly 53
per cent, cf the total imports of ail goods fromn ail counti(it.

The first appended' table summarizes the tota
values of these items divided according to importa in whîch
the United Kingdom can compete and imports which from
the point of view of United Kingdom trade are practically non-
competitive, the latter include such articles as Indian corn,
wheat, coal, fruits, raw Cotton, certain manufactures of waod
andI vehicles such as farta wagons, drays, etc.

The second statement below sub-divides the above
ino importa under items in which the United States share
of the trade is between 97 per cent. and 100 per cent., 8g per
cent. andI 96 per cent., and 75 per cent, and 88 per cent. of
the total respectively.

The imports fromn the United States under these items,
viz., $258,623,031, represent Sa per cent. -of the total imports
into Canada froma that country; also, that of this go per cent.,
46.5 per cent. may bie taken ta ho non-competitive sO f ar as the
United Kingdom is concerned. The balance is dealt with as
campetitive, yet the United States percentage amounts ta 90.9
per cent,, the United Kingdom securing only 6.4 per cent., and
aIl other countries under 3 per cent. Copies of the complete
lists may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of
the Board of Trade, 73 Basinghall Street, London, E.C. By
consulting these lists the items which go ta maire up the total
may be scrutinized, the tariff preference (where a duty is
imposed) may be observed, andI the shares of the United
Krngdom and the United States in each item may be compartd.

The following statement shows the imports front the
United States andI the United Kingdoma under the remaining
headings, in which the United States does not secure as much
as 75 per cent. of the total trade; these items represent 47 per
cent cf the total importa into the Dominion:

Proportion of
imports ta

Country af shipment. Imports. total imports.
Dollars. Per cent.

United Kingdom ............... 101,425,921 43.1
United States .................. 66,460,917 28.2
Other Countries............. ... 67,170,639 28.7

'Total .................... 3,5,7 -

It will be noted with satisfaction, but not with surprise,
says Mr. Wickes, that the United Kingdom occu-
pies the premier place, securing 43 per cent. of
the trade compared with the United States' 28
per cent., the percentage of ail ather counitries amountîng to
28.7 per cent. An inspection of the. items which go te inake
up this last table wîll show that the major portion of the Unit-
ed Kingdom trade is in respect of the following articles: Dry
goods. groceries (such items as whiskey, tea, biscuits, pickles,
sugzar,' sugar candy, prçivisions, etc.), netting, fishing Unes,
cordage andI twine, raw wool, diamonds, explosives, ail peint-
ings, bristies, etc.

Competitive geads ......
Non-Competitive Goods

Total . . . . . . . . . .

Total
Imports inito

Canada.

flalar.
152.107î918
122,646,z62

274,754,080

Total Imports
ilote Canada,

Non-
campetitive. Competitive.

Proportion of
Imports Imports from,

from, United United States
States of ef America te
America. Total Imports.
Dollars. Per Cent

1,38,263,530 90.9
120,350,501 98.1

258,623,031 9416

Imports fram
United States of America.

Non-
competitive. Competitive.

Imports
tram United
Kingdom.

Dollars.
9,878,041
1 >002,380

10,880,421

Proportion of
Imports froni

United
Kingdom ta

Total Imports.
Per cent

6.4
.8

3.9

Imports froma
UnitedI 1Kngdoni.
Non-

competitive. Competitive.
Imports under items in whieh,

United States ot America
share la hetween:

ç#% and îoo% of total.......8106,827,034
âp% and 96 % c .... 9,081,864
75% and 88% go.... 6,737,264

Toual.................122,646,z62

$39,563,413
43,093,493

69,451,012

$152,107,918

0106,475,666

5,440,243

$120,359,501

$39,252,361

39,894,338
59,î 1t6,831I

$138,263,530

$282,658
281,586
438,136

X1,002,3 80

$266,607
2,021,091

7,590,343

$9,978,041
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