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Notes of Current Events.

The Six th Fusiliers and the Garrison Artillery, of Montreal, bad their annual
moonligbt excursions on the St. Lawrence on Monday evening last.

At Cbambly on Saturday the Victoria Rifles were defeated by the Cbambly
cricket club by an innings and a nîn, the score standing 113 to 112.

The sbooting men of the Victoria Rifles, 1Montreal, have presented a handsome
Snider rifle to Pte. Thomson, who represented the corps at 'Wimbledon this year.

A poem by Maurice Thompson, presenting an address by an ex-rebel to the
Grand Army of the Republic, will be one of the features of the October .4,,eican
Mlagazinie.

The following in reference to Dumont is taken from the Fergus Couniy (Montana)
Argus: "Gabriel Dumont returneri to Lewiston a few days ago from the upper
country. H1e bas recently squeezed enough money out of the breeds to purchase a
horse and cart, andi will start soon for the Turtle Mountain region in Dakota. He
expects to join the Wild West show in Paris later in the fail. Dumont was with tbis
show hefore il left for England, but hie d id flot dare venture on British soul, so remaîned
bebind. H1e is shrewd enougb to get along and live without work, but is losîng pres-
tige among the breeds, and is, indeed, a very harmless character."

At the final meeting of the H-alifax Volunteer Aid Association recently beld the
committee presented a report showingý the total receipts on accounit of the fund
for distribution among the families ofthe volunteers wbo went to the North-West 10
have been $4,751 .83. The contributions were almost ail vôluntary, and the opinion
is expresseri that three timies the amount might have been secured if desired. .$3,65 1.43
was distributeri among the families of the volunteers during their absence, and the
balance has since been paid out tb needy fanilies during the winter months. The
committee specially thank L. -Col. J. R. Murray for bis services in distributing the funds.

Henry Saunders, a armier of Oak Lake, Man«-, while servîng with the militia in
the suppression of the Nortb.west rebellion of 1885, conipletely lost bis voice fromn
exposuire andl lying on the (lamp ground, and subsequently remiained quite durnb.
He consulted nîany inedical men at great expense, andi ail pronounced his case a had one,
and gave him but slight bopes of ever recovering his speech again. The governiment
had him examined, and granted hlm a pension of $2oo a ycar. On waking up one
morning lately be surpriseri bis wife by conversing wîtbhcr frcely, and the gift of
speech has remained with him ever since. He expresses the hope that the government
will continue bis pension, as he bas suffered a great drawback fromn the want of his
speech for so long a tinie-uipwards of twvo years-an<l indeeri his bealth generally is
not so good as forrnerly, as he still complains of pains in bis brick.

England proposes. it ajipears 10 adopt the -31 calibre (Or .307) for the magazine
gun she is 10 take in place of bier Martini's. The calibre of the Lebel rifle officially
adopted by France is about the saine, 8 nimi. (.315in.), as is also that of the French
Pralon rifle, for wbice such dlaimis are made. The Tramond-Lebel rifle is said 10
deliver bullets witb a precision hitherto unattained and uipon an aliînost straight trajec-
tory, the mark being hit ninety-five timies out of the bundred. There is scarcely any
recoil from the discharge, whilst the noise of the report cannot be distinguisheri beyon<l
sixty-five feet at the most. There seems to be rapidly approaching a capacity to kilI
equalling the perfection of Rider 1 Iaggard's beroine, " She,' wbo could slay an enerny
by pointing bier inger.

The two new swift cruisers ClingCliuani and Cheh- Yuan', built for the Cbinese
government by Messrs. Armnstrong & Co., have arrived at Spitheari in company with a
torpedo boat, said to be the fastest afloat, ail un<ler the command of Admirai Lang, of
the Ilekin navy. Eacb of the cruisers iS about 268 feet long and 38 feet beani, with a
(lepth of 21 feet fromn the maindeck to the keel,.I~nd the), are engined by Tennant & Co.
with triple expansion cylir.ders capable of realising a speed of i8 knots. Their arma-
nient cQnsists of three 21 centirnetre Krupp guns, two 6-incb Armlstrong.%, eigbî Hotch-
kiss 6-pounder quick firing guns, ani six Gatlings. The cruisers rcmiain at Spitbead
uintil joined by two other warships built at Stettin for tbe Chinese goverrnicnt, wvhen
the squadron will sail for Canton.

The following notice of the opening of the miiitary camp for No. 9 district, at
Aldershot, is from the Hialifax Afail: "Aldersbot, Sept. .- Brigade camp opened
here on Tucsday. Col. Worsley, D. A. G. and staff arrived on Monday. The brigade
is composed of tbree regiments anI the Kîngs county îroop of cavaîr>'. The camp is
arranged as fullows: The D. A. G. nnd staff are on the extrenie right, the 93rd Cum.-
berland regiment under command of Col. Harrison comiing next, then the 78tb regi-
mient, Col. Blair of Truro comnianding. This regiment is made tip of conîpanies lrom
Iictou, Colchester and liants. The next in order is the 18th from Kings couinîy,
under commandi of Col. Chipinan of Kentville, and on the extreme let is the cavaîr>',
numbering some 5o officers and men, under the comnmand of Capt. Ryan of Kentville
-in ail about i ioo officers ani men. They have settlcd down 10 work and are now
bard at it. Col. Worsley, wbo bas command of the brigade, is evidently an "01(1
soldier" and understands bis business. The nmen composihg the regimients arc vcry
young men, youtbs probably under 20. Many have not yet advancedl leyon<l the
" goose step." The best of order prevails. No likîor cari be bia( on the ground.
l>oubtless there is sonie brougbt for "mnedicimial" puiposes, if so thc effects are bardly
noticeable. The Y. MN. C. A. have made provision for tbe comfort of the men while
off duty. The camp is expectc<î to last ten days, closing on Frida>' with a grand
review. General Mîddleton is expecîed here on Monday. The îayîrstcr and super-
intendent of stores, Col. John R. Murray', is here with bis bands fuil of b usiness. 1lie
lias just returned from Ottawa. Thcre are onl>' two cases ini bos1 ital, one froni the
68th -and one from tlhe 93rd.

Correspondence.
The Editor desires it distinctly understood that hie does flot hold himnself responsîble for the opinions

expressed by correspondents.

WI1NNPEG- A MILITARY VIEWV 0F I'j'5 POSSIBL1E FUTURE.

To the Edlitor of the Caiîadian Mfilitia Gazette:
SIR,-It 15 10 be hoped tbat our good friends and loyal fellow subjects at

Winnipeg bave biown away aIl the superflious gas connected with idisaiow7ance. This
done it will then be in order 10 consider how the furtber (levelopilcnt of tbe vast terri-
tc.ries of which the ambitious city will be the emporium, ma>' best bc lroIJglt about,
provided, as is 10 be boped, our valiant friends dIo not attempt 10 tîust Confederation,
and that in miercy to al mankind the>' will sit upan the ligbting edimor tilI the cool lit
cornes on. People in this nieridian don'î carry cither Col's convenience or the old
Highland institution known as Skene ilhus.

Fifteen years in the 111e of a cil>' is not a ver>' bigli antiquity and tbe prosperit>' of
Winnipeg is very great indeed. Enterprise niay (Io a great deal, but11 Iere must be
capital as a basis or foun<lation 10 work, on; and, be it stated îvith all ue respect 10 tbe
good citizens, tbey are just taking tbe trouble to frighten awvay îlîat ver>' sensitive and
much needcd assistance, witbout wbich enterprise is nowhere. If our irate friends can
get tbe Mîlitia Report for 1872, and will carefuli>' peruise it, they wiIl find ibere outlincd
a plan, the development of whicb miust prove of vast advantage t0 their cil>'.

The gallant soldier (since passed away 10 the great miajority) wbo made a recon-
naisance from Lake Ni pîssin-g to the l>acihic Coast, passing througb Fort Garry, witb
ils thirî>' bouses aIl îod, tlhen proposed an Imperial garrison for itself andl dependen.
cies, as wiil be found set forth al pages i09-i0 of the report. This plan bas rnîrked
down points where detachments of troops miight be stationed, the sedentary taur-us
of tbe Sioux being rampant less thami 400 miles soutb and our own wild cats b>' no
means 10 be depended on. The discover>' that regular troops were 10 lie calle(l 10
adjust matters at Fort Garry is not new, but the gcnius who prcsemîted that ornamient-
al bit of the crookedness of bis mind and the cussedncss of bis understanling stunibled
if hie but kne%%,il, against a small niodicuni of truth.

The cit>' of Winniipeg is an important centre as a site of strategetical valuie froni
a militar>' point of view, andl the place of concentration for the grain trade of the
Nortbwest provinces, the greatest wheaî producing region iin the world. Winnipeg is
within 4,451i miles of Liverpool viathie St. Lawrence and lakes andi railway. Port
Moody on the Ilacific is 1,485 miles front Winnipeg, wbich is thus, nearly in the rentre of
the continent, 5,654 miles from Vokobama in japan. The wvhole distance îy this route
from Liverpool 10 Vokohania is i0,005. As the centre of a great emipre-it is miari>'
equi-distanî froin the point of concentration and that of production.

A consideration of tbese advantages shonld tend 10 create a quiet, peaceftmi
municîpalit>', the business of the inhabitants heing 10 (levelol) the magmificent country
bo aIl of wbose advantages the people have succecedc alnost without labor, and
certainl>' in no case bad the sanie toi to lie encounîtered or dificulties b lbe overcome
simuilar to those met with b>' the cari>' settlers in oulier parts of the western wvorld.
Ils situation and advantagcs are or sncb a character that il should prove 10 be iin (lie
end the cheapest sanitarium for rccruiting thie Imperial troops, aller a sojourn in in<lia,
a subject wbich cannot be gone into this issue, but to which i wiIl rettmrn in the future.

Valentine Baker i>asha published an article in/-/kw d for Auguist îvhich will
afford a subject whicb nia> also be calîni>' considered in the light of the tacts there
displayed.

But, Mr. Editor, consîderations of space comipel nie to cali a hall four the prescrit.

(;OVERNMENT GRANTS ''ORI kFLE ASSOC'iAIONS--DO * lIEV ImNEVIT
THîE RANK ANDi VILE?

Ta the Edilor o t/e Canadian Mi/itia Gazette:
SIR,-I amu now abiout a quarter of a century in tlie volunteer force (since 1862)

and wislh 10 have one last shot (a bnll's eyc, I hope), before retiriiig.
In al ny experience and observations 1 have faiîcd 1 scec any r-ea? beiifl derivc<l

by the rank ani file of the force, for the large amiount of miome>' cxpended iii grants to
rifle associations, whether local> provincial or domîinion, or any use iin semdng a
Wimbledon team 10o Englanri ever>' ycar i great expense. Take the retuirmîs of al
thie matches throughout the country. Ni-arîy ail, with ver)' few exceptions, of the prze
are won lîy omfcers, staff-sergeants anti n.c.o's. Few, very few, appear to go to
privabes. Now, why shoîld the record show this state of tbimigs? Eitlîer lîccause
l)rivates do tiot attepud or that thcy are the poorest nmarksinen. Thle former is mî,st
likel>' bbe case, andi is il as il ouight to be? l'le chief reason in ni> experience is, that
the privates are compose(l (particularlini rural b)attalio.ns) of nliemi of limiited nîceamus
generaîlly, andI cannot afford the ime, flot to speak of the expenses. attendimig these
meetinîgs, the purchase of anilmuniliomi for prachice, etc. Yet tîhey, if calied imto actiomn,
are the men e/'ectcd to use the r-ifle, not the oficers or staff.sergeants. Can you inforni
me the amotni of ammîminition expended in tlhe North-WVest and the resîmts?

My opinion and views nia>' not lie cntertaitied 1»' yuurself and others, but all I
want is a candi</, thouiglitfu/ opinion in a mnalter of so mnch importance. Let the
governi-nent miake miarksmen of thie rank anI file; then there would be sorte satisfac-
tion for the mone>' spent. I wonld suggest 10 ilie lepartment of Militia and i)efencc
that a portion al least of the aionnt iîow granted to the varions rifle associations le
granted 10 the several corpîs respectivel>', ho be distrilmutedt in prizes at the annual dirills
in campiî cach >ear, between the rank and file uiul>'. Sncb a coîurse wouml, in illy
op~d iion, gi ve in ~~ipolis to '' ilnt en mg. L.r. -Ct 'I..


