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-The collective investigation of the
treatxnent of diphtheria, and mem-
branous croup irt the State of OhX,
for the twelve muonths eriding Febru-
ary 28, 1897, conducted b>' the B3oard
of Ilealth- repurt of ,vhich is published
in the Ohio Sar-titar' jZulletin under
date of j'une, ,,897, wvas unique and
valuable fromn the fact that compari-
son-, were -inade between those treated
wiîth and those treated without ariti-
toxin. The yeai wvas especiailly tavor-
able for buch investigation since diph.-
,theria wvas ver>' prevalent during a
ii-ge part of the year and an unusu-
ail>' large percentage of the cases were
of 'aryngeal type. The investigation
ditftýre.i frL'm others macle concerning
the samne disease, aiso in the fact that
ail tle cases %iere collected from
one well-defined Lerritory, and reports
of ail ca.ies classed ab diphtheria wvere
requestee. It is wvorthy of record that
the Board undertook the investigation
on a purey scientific basis, Jhaving

neither bias in favor of any recognized
older course of treatment nor prejudice
ag.xnst any of the newer remnedies.
1n response to over 6,ooo b1ankcs
dîstributed through the friendi>' co-
:peration of the health officers of the

.Jties and towns of the State, upwards
of 3,ooo cases of diphtheria occurring
in the State during the year were re-
ported. Amiong these there werc
neari>' 4Q0 deaths. About 500 cases
wvhich dîd na)t appear from the data
submitted to be undoubted>' cases of
diphtheria were excluded fromn the
report. Near>' haif (44 per cent.) of
the cases included had been treated
with antitoxic serum. In the latter
group the mnortalit' wvas i i.9 per
cent. In the group of cases treated
without antitoxin the mortality rate
wvas 16.9 per cent L is to be noted
that -iiany physicians reporting cases-
had employed antitoxin for the first
time, and frequently only when other
rernedies had been tried without suc-
cess MiId cases in man>' instances
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Athorcughly scientific insti-

tution for treatment of chronic
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