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THE TWO MARYS;
OR, THE
O'DONNELLS OF INNISMORE.
CHAPTERR XI[,~—DMARTA IS TRIED—HERR VON
SULPER RECOGNIZES AN OLD ACQUAINT-
ANCE—THE ACQUITTAL—WILSON IS CON-

DEMNED.

The dreaded day, so full of nervous excite-
meat for poor Mana Flobrberg, 1s at length at
hand ; she has bad various interviews with soli-
citor and counsel, and they think that atter all
she will keep up very well, but we will not deny
that she herself has very great doubts on the
matter.

On the whole, the poor harassed creature had
borne up tolerably well ; the good-natared Main-
warings had not allowed ber to be left much
alone, during the few weeks thal bad elapsed,
erther Bertha or Margaret being constaetly with
her, so convinced did they feel of the innocence
of their protege ; yet there had been moments,
way, hours of unutterable agooy, when the
thought of the criminal charge which had been
brought agamst her would pierce her to the
guick, when fear, ag overwhelming fear, lest
ber mnocence should not be fully cleared up
would seem, as it were, to paralyse every faculty
of her soul. )

She did dread her appearance in ac open
court on a criminal charge ; but ber friends felt
that much, nay, almost all depended on the evi-
dence of Mary O’Dongell, who would be ab!e
to swear positively, that she was with Fraulein
at the very time ibe lalter was supposed to be
at Mr. Stevens’s shop in .Oxford Street.

Herbert Mainwaring and tbe solicitor wio
was to conduct the case, began, however, to feel
much anneyed at the non-appearance of Herr
Vor Sulper ; they had written to Coblentz, and
we bave seen what delay the laiter had unfortu-
pately met with, through the General baving lett
the place ; and they thep telegraphed to the

uarters of the latter at Vieona, the very day
Von Sulper had left, to go in quest of the
bergs:
Fl?\%‘;ry “had reached London, three days be-
fore that appainted for the trial, and each of
the friends noticed a striking change, for the
worse, in the appearance of the other, Cladin
the deepest mourning, poor Mary’s countenance,
robbed of its usual lively expression, and almost
as pale as that of her German !{'Iend; herself,
too, more nervous than the barrister bad sup-
posed, so cool and self-possessed had she always
seemed, it were hard for the casual observer, if
he had judged from the outward bearing of the
two young women, to have guessed the accused

from the witness. .

At an early bour, the kind-hearted Mr. Main-
wariag arrived 1o a cab for bis young frrend ;—
Mary O’Donnell being accompanied from his
house by his son. OFf the family of Mr. Mon-
tague, o one was present but his wife and the
wé’mn, Wilson, who had been subpxnaed as
witness against Mara Flohrberg ; the bouse-
keeper, who had let Mary O'Deagell out, and
who had been subpcenaed on .the part of the
accused ; the pawubroker and his assistant were

alzo present. - )

In much soxiety Herbert Miainwaring ap-
proached Fraulein, on bis father le‘:mng .her
within the precinels of the court, and enquired

as to whetber she had yet heard of, or from, her

German friend. . ‘
With her heart throbbing wxldly_, from the
pervous agitation under whish she sui-

internise ) :
d covered with the deepest shame ai

fered, an L .
tie .’onommions position which ghe so up_;nstly
occup?ed, Mania then took her place in the
dock.

baving been duly swora 1n, the bu-
siness of the day comsmenced ; and Mrs.. Mon-
tague’s counsel opened the case. Tbe principal,
nay, the apparently couclusive points 1n the
min:ls of all who beard bim, being, the bracel.et
" having beet pledged in Marnia’s garae ; the maid,
‘Wlson, having met her on the staircase on her
return home a little after eight ; and the identi-
fying of ber shawl and dress by the pawnbroker
and his assistant. Maria ‘grew yet paler, anq
colder, as she listened—Was she utterly de-
stroyed? Even her 1npoceat wteation, when
preporing to leave home to get an order in lien
of the gold Von Sulper had given her, bad
been, she found, construed 1nto 2 coBSClOUSDess

of guilt. )
The first witness ca

Stephens, the pawnbrok

The jury

iled nto the box, was Mr.
er, who made t?th,, that
the night of the twenty-third June, be

i:ilt liiaivedi: pledge, for the sum of twenty-

. five pounds, a diamond bracelet, from a person

who called herse
was a few minutes
evening ; and that tbe person
French language.

But, if Mr. Stevens
: ag'itali,ou, and nervously played with
whilst answeriog s own counsel,

vefore eight o’clock in the
spoke 1n the

how much

if Maria Flobrberg; that 1t |

betrayed considerable:
ks fingers, |

more when replying to Herbert Matmwaring’s
questions.
Nothing bowever could shake bis evidence as
to the time at which. the trinket had been offer-
ed. He was asked could he identify the pri-
soner as the person sgam ; and he replied, ¢ No,
I think pot.
¢ But that answer will not do, sir. Can you,
or can you not, swear that the prisoner at the
bar is the person who gave you that bracelet 7—
Now, remember, you are on your oath.’

¢ I, T am sure { cannat say,’ replied the pawn-
broker, ¢ she kept her veil down ; I would not
like to say, on my oath, that was the person ;—
but I could swear to the clothes she ware, it
they were here, so could my assistant.’
Poor Maria’s unfortunate shawl and bonnet
were handed up, to the intense amusement of the
hystanders.

¢ Those are the articles the person who came
to my shop wore on that night,’ said Stevens.
¢ You are positive of this,; said Herbert.—
¢ What can have made you remember, so clearly
one shawl out of perbaps 2 bupdred you may
have seen on the day in question ?’
.« They are old-fashioned articles,, replied Ste-
vens, ° not such as one often sees; and my as-
sistants were laughiag about them and asking
each other what they would lend if they were
brought to us to pledge)
¢ And yeu have said, that tlis person spoke to
you in French, and that you know this language
well., Was it good or bad French that she
spoke [’

¢TI should say not very good,’ replied the man ;
¢ the accent was pot good.’

¢ Oh, the accent was not good, wasn’t it? On
your oath, now, can you swear that it was such
French as you know Germans are apt to speak ;
ar the Freach of a person who is not a welt-edu-
cated Englishwomaa ?°

¢ I am sure T cannot say, afraid to say on my

perturbation, looking now at the ceiling of the
aof the court, then at tie judge, then at the
counsel, in a state of the most perfect bewilder-
ment.

¢ Speak to the point, sir. Oa your oath was
the French that person spoke to you, the French
ot a foreiguer, or of an Englishwoman ?

¢ I can’t say ; would be afraid to say, unless I
heard the person speak again.’

¢ Very well, sir; I've dope with you, for the
present; you will speak more positively a little
later, perhaps.’

The pawnbroker’s assistant was then sworn,
and deposed, on oath, to the fact of the bracelet
having been pledged at a quarter or ten minutes
to exght ; and also identified the shawl and bon-
net, as haviog been wora by the person who
pledged it.

At this moment Herbert Mainwaring was
called aside ; L= returned a few moments laler,
and the friends of Maria Flobrberg thought that
they discovered anm expression of intense pleas-
ure in his handsome and hitherlo anxious counte-
naace; he certainly then bad heard something
which bad assured hun tie trial would terminate
favorably for Fraulein. '

The woman, Wilson, was the pext witness ex-
amined ; she would have kept her veil down, but
was ordered to remove it, and she certainly dis-
closed a face in which there was not 2 single
prepossessing feature ; when she spoke it was to
answer her counsel, in such low and hurried ac-
cents, that he was obliged to tell her to raise ber
voice, and speak less quckiy.

¢ You say that you saw the bracelet on your
mistress’s table, after she left the house; that
you went up staws, and remaised 1n your own
room : and that returmong to the dressing-room
at a quarter past eight, you met the Fraulein
Flohrberg on the staircase; that she told you
she had been out for a walk, Now wil you
piease to tell me how 1t 1s you knew 1t was just
a quarler past eight when you met this lady ;—
what bad occurred to enable you on your oath to
mention that particulor time 7’

¢ Because the' Fraulein Flobrberg, herself said,
when she met me, €it 13 DOW a quarter past
eight, Wilson, I am not well, and shall go to
my room; do not let any one disturb me.’’

¢ You are quite sure, now, that you are cor-
rect! You are on your oath; but, supposing
the Fraulein really did say this to you, kow do
you still know that there was no mistake as to
time ; might not tbe Fraulein, berself, make 2
mistake #

¢ I am quite right, and say it on my oath,’ said
the undaunted ‘Wilson.

¢ Well, now, do you not remember that mght
being out yourself, about the very time you say
you met the Fraulemn on the staircase of the
house in Harley Street 7 .

¢ No, sir, I was not out at that time ; but I
did go out much later,’ said Wilson, meeting the
young barrister’s penetrating gaze with a calm-
ness as great as his-own. )

¢ And you remember, don’t .you,’ sasd Her-

oath, replied Stevens, 1na state of the preatest

bert, ¢ meeting.a gentlemian i Oxford Street,

not many paces from Mr. Stevens’s shop ; be
mistook you for another, and addressed you, but
as you raised your veil ke discovered lis mis-
take? Now, thiak carefully before you speak,
and I'm sure youwil remember the circumstance
to which I allude.’

A close observer, and three were many such
1z the court, might have noticed a shight twitch-
ing of the muscles of the womano’s mouth, as
Herbert thus closely questioned ber; but she
quickly recovered herself, exclaiming loudly—

¢ I’m sure, sir, 1 can’t call to mind anything of
the sort, nor how many times in the course of
my hfe mpertinent strangers may aot have
spoken to me in the streets)

¢ O, very well, very well,’ said Herbert, ¢ we
shall return to this poiat, later”’ Thes, address-
iog the judge, he-said, ¢ My Lord, a very im-
portant witness will, T find, attend in the court,
presently, when this witness wil have to be agam
examined on the point concerning which I have
been questioning her.’

A flush of pleasure lighted up, for a moment,
Maria’s pale and anxions face, for her solicitor
had leant forwards, and whispered ¢ have cou-
rage, I understand Herr Von Sulper 1s m town ;
we shall get you safely through.’

All the witnesses for the prosecution having
heea beard, Mary O’Donnell was put n the wit-
ness box.

She raised ber veil, and disclosed 2 couate-
pance the sweetness of which won the admiration

of all; naturally fair, the sable rcbes she wore, !

as also the trying scene she bad lately passed
through, rendered ber yet paler. than usual; but
In answer to the questions put te her, her voice,
loud and clear, rang through the court.

With remarkable calmness and lucidity, the
young lady declared, on oath, that she had speat
an hour with ber friead, early in the evening ;—
that they had gone out together, at a little after
seven, but parted almost immediately ; that she
had made a_small purchase, afi®returned ;. that
Fraulien had reached home before her, and, see-
ing her cross opposite the house, had, berself, ad-
mitied ber ; that Frauleic bad then told ber of
her baving met a f{riend, immediately after they
had parted, who had lent her some money, which
she was going to send to ber {riends in Germany ;
that the church clock had chimed three-quarters
after seven, when she entered the house, and
that the time-piece, in Fraulein’s room, pomted
to the same bour ; and that she remaiped with
ber friend till a quarter after eight.

A few questions were then put to Mary, but
nothing coald shake her evidence; whick had
beea given in 2 remarkably clear and straight-
forward manner. .

Mrs. Somers was then-called, and deposed to
having let Miss O’Donnell out, between the hours
of eight and nine, on the evening in question,
though she could not speak more positively as to
time,

Mrs. Somers was about to leave the witpess
box, when there was a bustle in the court, the
eyes of all turned in one direction : those of the
poor toriured Maria, not excepted. Two gen-
tiemen had entered, the one a hale, bearty maan,
the other old before his tine, maimed and sickly.
Maria gazed till ber head swam, and a mist was
before ber eyes, for she bad looked upoa her
father ; and what terror and sorrow were in the
glance he had returned her ; the other was her
frieed Vou Sulper.

Bat, impelled as 1f by a species of fascination,
Mrs. Montague rivetted her gaze on the face of
the German, and she listened with eager atten-
tion to hear what be would sey.

" He was shown into the witness box,and a
dead silence prevailed 1o the court; it had tran-
spired that this was the witness whose arrival had
been =0 anxiously expected, and whose evidence,
aloag with that of Mary O’Donnell, who had
already proved an alibi, would surely cause the
acquittal of Fraulein, and put another in bher
place.

All whe felt for the awful position in which
Maria Flobrberg stood, hung upon the words
which fell from the lips of the German.

Poor Flohrberg’s excitement was so great
that he was obliged to lean for support on the
arm of the Squire, and bis eyes filled with tears,
as he gazed on his poor Maria, who, with part-
ed lips, and a countenance from which ail color
had vanished, awaited the terounation of tius
dreadful scene. )

¢ Herr Von Sulper,’ said one of the officers of
the court. :

¢ 1 have passed, for years, by the name of Von
Sulper,’ replied the German, but it may perbaps
be as well to state, that my famuly name is Von
Alstein, and’—

But be was ‘mterrupted by a piercing shriek,
which proceeded from a person a few paces from
himself, -For ‘one instant his eyes met hers, a
moment’s thought, another gaze ; yes, the re-
cogmtion was mutual, and Mrs. Doatague, for
she it was who had given utterance tothat hyste-

ric shriek, . fell 1 a heavy swoon in the arms of |
the person who stood beside her. . -~ .

‘

1865.

As soon as the interruption was over, caused
by tite sudden and strange illness of the lady in
question, the evidence of Herr Von Alstein was
taken.

He deposed to having met the Fraulem I'lobr-
berg at the top of Regent Street, at half-past |
seven on the evening of the twenty-third June;
that he then tent her the sum of ten pounds, and
parted from her afier a few mioutes conversa-
tion ; ke then rewembered be bad forgotten a
parcel be was going to take with him to the con-
tineaf, returned {o bus hotel, and was agamm in
Oxford Street, at a few minutes before eight j—
was struck by the appearance of a female, stand-
ing before a pawnbroker’s shop, whose height
and dress were the same as that of Fraulein, he
believed it to be the same person and addressed
ber as such, but on raisag her veil, he discover-
ed his mistake, for never were couatenances more
dissunilar,

Herbert then addressed the judge, saymg,—
¢ My Lord, this closes the case for the defence ;
but your lordship wili remember, that I said 1
should have ocgasion to ask a few more questions
of the winess Wilson. She was accordingly
called iato the witaess box. [He then addressed
the judge as follows :—

¢ My Lord, the last witness, Herr Von Sul-
per, is prepared to swear, that the person whom
he accosted outside the paswnbroker’s shop, is
the woman whom your lordsinp now sees in the
witness box.’

The paior of death overspread (he features of
the wrelched being, and almost unconsciously she
strove to hold doswu the thick veil which sereened
her countenance ; but the judge ordered her to
raise ity and Van Sulper fixed bis eyes full upon
her face.

¢ That 1s the person whom I spoke to, in mis-
take for Mara Flolrbeg, he said.” ¢I would
swear to that face amidst a thousand, it wants
but the attire, worn that mght, to render the out-
ward . resemblance perfect., The .scar ow .ihe
forehead, and the epebrows meeting, I particu-
larly noticed on that occasion.

The shawl and boncet were shown to Von
Sulper ; he identified them immediately, as the
pawohroker bad already done.

The judge then summed up, dwelling at some
length on the {act that the shawl and bonnet of
the accused lady had evidently been worn with a
view to throw the guilt on an mnocent person
an alibi, tos, had been distinctly proved, and
he feft ber fate, with confidence, in the hands of
the jury, convinced that, as reasonable men, they
could not take any other view of the case than
that which he bimself held, also adding, that the
acquiital of the accused must necessarily involve
the condemoation of another person, who must
sliort!y herself appear 1a the doek e tke light of
prisoner.

Agan there was a buzz expressive of unquali.
fied satisfaction, succeeded by the most per.
fect silence, till the jurymen returned to their
piaces.

They Lad aat been absent three minutes; on
their return, the foraman stepping forwards, said,
¢ My Lord, we find the prisoper at the dock not
guilty.?

No lfonger was the pleasure of the eager
crowd, who on that Yay thronged the Ol}d-Bailey
veoted in a subdued manper, the ladies tn the
galleries waved their handkerchiefs the expres-
sion of universal salisfaction could not, cn
tbe momeat, be repressed, but was apswered
by a loud huzza from the assembled crowd with-
out.

Burt the object of this unfeigued satisfaction
was osenstble (o all around her; but strong
arms were twired around her waist, and remov-
ed ker from that ignominious dock, and, burrying
ber by a back entrance from the crowded court,
sufiered the f{resh breeze to play upor ber pale
features, and when she opened her eyes, she
seemed as if awakened from a hideous dream
but loving faces are around ber; there is ber
desr old father, as she takes him to be; aod
there is the Squire, (oo, and ber kind friend the
barmster, and Von Sulper, surely be must not be
forgotten ; and Mary, too, is there, looking on
witk those loving, trustful eyes; and then there
comes a flood of tears which wonderfully relieves
that poor throbbwg brain, asd a whispered
thenksgiving for her almost miraculous escape ;
and those who loved her, suftered her to weep on,
aware that those tears were of marvellous relief
to the overcharged brain ; and whilst one kind
friend procured wine for her,another went tn quest
of Squire Mainwaricg’s carriage, and to find a
way by which the party could quietly leave the
court ; and Von Sulper—well, Vonr Sulper was

not thinking even of Marm, just now, save to
thank God that bis  newly found niece had es-
caped so marvellously the snares of her enemies,
for see how he hurries after cne of the officers
the court, in whose hand he bad managed to.
slip a card immediately after the removal of the
insensible Mrs., Montague from the Old Bailey.

No. 10.

ed me was Mr. Montague #” asked Von Sulper
of this functionary.

¢ 1 dud, sir,’ replied the officer, f and be desi:-
ed me to say he should be anxious to see you as
soon as this terrible business, as he termed i,
should be concluded.’

Ierr Von Sulper returned to his little party,
and, n answer to the kind mmtation of Squire
Mainwaring to join them at dinaer, replied that
he had 2 litle busiess to discharge, having set-
tled which, be should feel bappy to accept
his offer, and would rejorn s friend Flobrberg
there.

Buta few words more ere we bid {farewell to
the gloomy court to which we have ventured to
introduce our readers, and then let us depart, for
it1s an atmosphere which contummnates those
who breathe it. :
Wiio should now have exchanged places with
the good Maria, but the woman, Wilson ? Out
of ber own mouth had she condemned berself,
and now she stood within the dock ronvicted,
ot only of robbery, but of perjury, also ; an ab-
Juct thing, so vile in her wickedness, tbat the
bearts ot none were moved to pity for fier. She
pleaded guilty aad threw hersell on the mercy of
the court.

Her sentence for this double offeace, was
trapsportation to a penal settlement for Lhe term
of twenty years.

The wretched woman bad loung, as we men-
tioned before, been carefully hoarding up ali she
could come by houestly, or dishonestly, and her
peculations were numerous enough, though they
bad hitherto been of a smaller kind, so taat, an
mnate as she was of a iuxzurious household, she
had not hitherto been found out.

It was ber intenticn, shortly, to have left Eng-
land for America, taking out with her what she
deemed 2 sufficient sum to enable her, and a
may, whom she wished to marry, to en-
gage in some lucrative business in that distaat
.couvatry.

Wicked people are very cunning, but, with
all their cooning, they do very foolish things ;
thus 1t 15 that the most hardened criminals often-
times overlook some Lrilling circnmstance which
alittle more deliberation might have set night,
and effectually bave ensured their own salety ;
but it seems as if an all-wise Proridence had de-
signed that this should be the case, for bow often
are they not caught ir thewr own snares, and
lost in their own crooked puths. ¢ Verily,’ saith
Holy Writ, * He who diggeth a pit for ‘another
shall fall 1ato it himself.?

Had Wilson substituted common sense for
cunuing, she would bave borne in mind, that it

tire of the innocent Fraulein, unless she could
also feel quite confident that no person would see
the latter after she had parted from her on'the
night of the robbery. She fancied berself quite
secure, and thal she was gomg to play what she
termed a very cunung, clever trick, little dream-
ing that Mary O’Desnell’s second most provi-
dential call at the house would be the means of
saving ber friend from Ler toils, and as she was
fated to meet with Herr Von Sulper, ber very
cunmng, in wearmg Maria’s garments, bad sery-
ed to convict ber in more ways than one,

And now let us go forth, gentle reader, into 2
purer and less tainted atmosphere, away from
the terrible court in which =it and vice have
been judged, and man’s justice meted out to
them ; let us go forth and breathe the free a
of beaven ; let us hasten away, for here the very
air is polluted. -~

CHAPTER XIII —~ THE REVELATIONS OF HERR
VON SULPER.

Herr Von Sulper, was not at all an excitable
personage, oh dear, no; be was a downright
phlegmatic German, but still he felt a great
amount of bervous uneasiness when he thought
of the interview that awaited lum.

Cansequently, he strolled up one street and
down another, on purpose to while away the
lime till the appointed hour bad arnved. He
was far too restless in his mind, yon see, to take
part as yel even in the conversation of his
friends, as to all that had passed at that detes-
table Old Baily, so very engrossing was the one
thought that filled s mind,

At last the time had comeé, and presenting
himself at the door o1 Mr. Montague’s mansion,
he was shown into the spacious hall, up a noble
staircase, and ifto an apartment, the furniture
and decorations of which gave him ample evia
dence of the owner’s wealth, , ’
Io one moment he had taken a survey of the
whole ; from the carpet, whose rich velret pile
sunk beneath the foot, to the satin curtains, the
doors of green maiachite, the costly mirrors, and
various articles of luxury, scattered around with'
no unsparing hand. gk

himself, as imagination carrid him backite'a very: -
humble home 1 Munich; and 2 certaii, '

¢ Dud you-deliver my message and my card, as.

I requested, to the gentleman whom you inform-,

were of Little avail to disguise herself in the at-

r

¢ And has she deserved all this, that éel.ﬁ-s.,f:
deceitfu!l woman?’ murmured Voa Sulper to' -
smbl m ch;'and'a ¢ ‘ene be - [
bai witnessed some twenty-seven years'smce.—.

Bt the train of thought ia which b way indulge’




