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"Tur MUSIC OF TuEz Fu'ruRE."-Presi.
dent Cleveland's recent message on the tariff
bas had the tfféct of opening a discussion un
the principles of I'olitical Economy, the out-

icone of which is likely to he rnuch grenter
than any ot the tariff reformers expccted.
WVhore broad pripciples of trulli are concerncd
ail geographicil boundary fines dlisappear. and
cverything inclicates that l>efore long the people
of Canada wvilI be engaged in the debate as
earnestly as their souihiern neigbbors. WVhat
is truc of the Arnerican tariff is ecîually truc of
the Canadian. If the Protective svstern is
Sroved t0 be an ovil ta the majoi'y in the

5e ~ ~~ u >plic it is cqually an evii in the Dominion.
Il behionves us, therefore, to study carefuilly the

arguments advanced pro. and taoi. Alrendy sortie of our leading
journals are cntering the fray-or rathier re.-npening the discus'ion
that was suppo.;ed to have bren tritumrphantly cIosed by the Pro-
tectionists ai the last general election. Amongçt these, is the Globe,
and GRIP is glati to note that the old Reform organ is giving signs
of progress, althoup.hI as yet they are somewhat fittul. The Con-
servative press, %vithout an exception ubat ive are awnre o(, favors
the principle of Protection ; and a number of Reform papers stand
practically upon the sane plauform. The rank and file oi the
Opposition journal$, howecer, are against Protection, as stncb,
advocating a revenue tariff with merely incidentai protection. This
bas, until very recentiy, been the attitude of the Globe, but nnw ibat
journal and a few% others of the saine party in Ontario seern to hc
Vrasping the great trulli that the sante, just, right poiicy is absolule

Fice Trade with ail the worid and direct taxation for revenue.
Beiieving this to be the true mueic for tbe people, GRiP is pleosed
to see the Globe leatning ta play it. B3low up, lond and clear, Mr.
Cameron ; tant your big instrument ta the full exient of your lung
power. Absolute free trade would give Canada the greatest boom
she bas ever known and, as for direct taxation, why should people
be so childisb as te prefer not ta know how much they are paying ?

Go on with the newv (une ; iît-, the victory march (if any thing can
be) for the Reform Party ; but botter and bighier titan that, it is tbe
music 10 which Canada wiIl dance into unrivalleti prosprrity.

lII'S BOUND TO IIAVE' TIIE BAL1.O.lBO.-Tbe Separate Sclsool
electors of the city of Toronto have obscrved that the adoption of
the ballot systemn in connection with the Public School Board, and
the clection of trustees concurrently wiuh the scgular municipal
elections, have resulted in marked benefits. Greater interest bas
been manifesied in the compo.sition of lhe Board, and as a con-
serpuence a better class of Trustees his been secured. Naturally,
thle Separate School votera wish fer similar improvements, in order
that their schools may bie more trsciently managed. They have
accordingly expressed a desire for the ballot systtcli, but in ibis they
tacet strong opposition froin Arcbbishnp Lynch, who declares that
the Ilsecrecy ' element is contrary ta the teachings of ihe Churcb
(alihough it is pretty well krown that the Pope is elected by ballot).

[JOW many more times wil! il: be necessary to tell the
-Il "authorities " of the terrible condition of affairs at
the Toronto jail, before they will make the first move to
do away with the disgrace and danger? "lOn Saturday
night," says the reporter of the Empire, Ilin one of the
south corridors, bujît for the accommodation of ten pris-
oners in single celîs, there svere no less than foity-two
prisoners sleeping." Young lads, sent dowvn for short
ternis for trilling oflenses, are obliged to consort with
hardened criminals, and, says Governor Green, " it is flot
very long before they art back again for otTences of the
gravest eha.racter." To aggravâte this tvant of accom-
modation, there are at present over forty lunatics, and
nearly twenîy paupers housed in the jail. The state of
affairs is a scandai to the city, the county and the local
governunent, and if a few of itle leading representatives of
each were sent down themselves for three months, it
rnight be possible to get themr to recognize the fact, and
do sometbing to mend matters. Nothing short of this
will do it, apparently.

M R. BLAKE recently visited Rome, wherehle met

gratifying information that bis health is greatly improved,
and lie bopes to return home in vigorous condition flot
later than May. We hasten to say that there is flot the
slightest foundation for the report that Mr. Blake's rnis-
sion to Rome wvas to negotiate with the Pope for the
purchase of the Catholic vote.

T EErpa war scare isover once more. It all

noticing that the Czar ivas massing bis troops along the
Russian frontier, jumped to the conclusion that His lun-
perial Majesty was er.tertaining ideas of a warlike nature;
and the Czar, observing that Bismarck was very thick
with the Emperor of Austria, and that both were actively
engaged în arming their troops, hastily concluded that
t/iey liad some notion of fighting. It now turfis out that
the Czar neyer for a moment dreamed of %var ; and Ger-
many and AUtsti. were simply discussing plans for the
everlasting preservation of peace. Tt's wonderful what
mistakes wvil arise when people judge merely by appear-
ances.

4R. HALL, M.P., of Sherbrooke, P.Q., is a rather
Mv cool customer. Being in London, hie saw a
letter in the Timees in which the %riter, a resident of
Winnipeg, referred to the annexationist feeling in Mani-
toba. IlThis," Mr. Hall declared, "h le could flot alloiv
tc go unchallenged for a day." He accordingly wrote a
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