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Confirmation, and it will be shown that Cnn~
firmation is the natural sequence to Infant
Baptism in particular. In the case of adults,
sswe seo from the Actsof the Apostles, the
Laying on of handas followed as soon &s possible
after Baptism ; and in the early Church Con-
firmation and Baptism were always associated,
and a8 8 rnle adm’nistered together, as is still
the oase in the Eartern Church. It is on record
that Qneen Klizabeth was baptised when only
three days old, and immediately afterwards
confirmed by Archbishop Oranmer. Seven
years of age was the rule for Confirmation in
early times. These facts are mentioned to make
a8 prominent as possible the eesential conneo-
tion between Baptisem and the Laying on of
Harnds, A strict conpeoction between the two
is set up in Hebrews vi. 2. This position outs
the ground from under the feet of the Pmio
Baptists, as it shows on the authority of Sorip-
ture ; firat, water Baptism { the Holy Spirit;
recondly, at Confirmsation, the Laying on of
Hards T the fuller measure of the eame Spirit
—'He dwelleth with you, and sball be in you/
The converts in Samaria were first haptised by
Philip the Deacon, then they were confirmed
by the two Apostles, Peter and John, who wers
pent down frcm Jerusslem for the purpose by
the entire Apostolio Body, ond ‘when they laid
their hands upon them they received the Hoiy
Ghost.” On which event 8t. Cyril thus writes :

‘They who had bulieved in Samaria were
baptised by Philip the Deacon . . where-
fore . . . . it was not fitting that they
should be baptized again ; but only what was
lacking was done by Peter and John, namely,
that prayer being made for them with the lay~
ing on of hands, the Holy Spirit should be
invoked and poured upon them : which now
alao isdone among u3; those baptised in the
Church being bromght to the Bishops of the
Church, and by our prayers and laying on of
hands they receive the Holy Ghost, and are
pertected with the seal of the Lord.’

This advanoce in grace, between Baptism and
Confirmation, culminating in this latter, seems
to be pointed ‘out in several passages of the
New Testsment, as, for example, ‘By one
Spirit we are all baptized into one Body . . .
snd are made to drink into one Spirit ;' ‘whom
He did predestinate them He also oalled, and
whom He called them He also justified, and
whom He justified them He slso glorified ;'
‘according to His meroy He saved us by the
laver of Regeneration and renewing of the Holy
Ghost, which Heshed on us abundantly through
Jesus Christ our Lord,’in all which passages
we see such an sdvance in the grace of tha
Spirit as we are taught to look for in the Rite
of Confirmation—first, regeneration by Water
and the Holy Ghost, and the forgiveness of
sins, and then the strengthening aid of the
Holy Ghost the Comforter and the daily in-
orease in the manifold gifts of the Spirit—the
Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit
of counsel and ghostly strength, the Spirit of
knowledge and trae godlinees, the Spirit of His
holy fear—in all whioh ia the trne glorifloation
of the Christian ckaraoter,

In this way the Charch's minister oan show
the Scriptural relation of Confirmation to Bap
tism as the completion of the Baptismal grace,
pointing out how the Church first receives her
children into the flock of Christ's Church, and
signs them with the sign of the oross after they
have been baptized into the Name of the sacred
Trinity, thus admitting them into the covenant
of God's graca (from which the so-called
‘Baptists’ wounld shut them out), and secondly,
after they have come to years of disoretion,
admitting them to fall communion with the
Church through earnest prayer and the Laying
on of hands.

‘L1 baptism,’ says a Christian writer, ‘the
grace of the Holy Ghost comes down ss tke
incorruptible aeed from the Fataer to fecundate
the laver of regeneration, « bich is the womb of
the Church, &0 that those that are joined to

Christ may become the sons of God, and be
born not of bloood, nor of the will of the flesh,
vor of the will of mar, bat of God' (Jobn i. 12,
13). Bat in Confirmation, by the Spirit's per-
sonal Advent and indwelling, the regenerated
goul ia anointed with the Divine unguent, and
is admitted to a certain share in the priesthood
of the Messiah, and is marked out as destived
in fature to participate in His royalty : ‘Kings
and priests unto God,’’

The reader can compare with this tha Collect
for the Benediotion of the water in Holy Bap-
tism—‘Sanoctify this water to the mystical
war'ing away of sin and grant that this child
now to be baptised therein may reosive the
fulness of thy grace, and ever remain in the
number of thy faithful and elect children,’ eto.
Ard the Confirmation prayer—*Strengthen
them, we beseech thee, O Lord, with the Holy
Ghost the Comforter, and daily inorease in
them thy manifold gifts of grace,’ eto.

It may be replied, indeed, to this, and sadly
enough, that we do not always gee these fraits,
but is not this what Soripture and experience
teaches ? The Jewish children received ‘the
geal of the righteonsness of faith,’ and yet all
weore not Israsl that were of Israel, ‘Many are
called, but tew are chosen.’ ‘Ye did run well ;
who did hinder you?' ‘Demas hath forsaken
me, having loved this present world,’ The
Baptist minister, who makes so mnuch of the
outward form, who insists on ihe ritual of
immersion, and refuses to receive infants fo
Christ's Baptism, must also know that many
of those whom he thus baptizes on their pro-
fersion of ‘conversion.’ fall away, become
cumberers of the ground, false professors,
antinomians, and even infidels.

The effect of this consideration will lead the
parish priest to be very earnest with his con-
tirmees, and to lose no opportunity of pressing
on them whole -hearted decision for Christ, and
earuest prayer for Divine grace of persevorance
afterwards.—Irish Ecclesiastical Gazzeite.

“ FROM ALL FALSE DOCTRIMNE, IIERESY
AND SCHISM, GOOD LORD DELIVER
UB.H

Our Litany breathes not only the sentiments
of holy devetion but utters faithful warning
against the approach of deadly enemies. It
guards alike the individual life and the collec-
tive integrity of the Chburch of Ged. At no
period perbaps Were the supplications and
warnings more needful than in this day of
puffed up human interest and ever changing
human opinions. The siren of unbelief as-
sumes insidious and chameleon forms. Now it
enlists the services of the unsuspected writer
of fiction, Again, the assumed propounders of
Gospol liberality ; agsin the oraity aspersers of
venerable creeds; one of whom recently de-

clared, ¢ over every creed and formnlary is’

written this motto: * It was true; It is true;
It ig no longer true,” whioh being interpreted is,
* Once such and sach & dogms, the Trinity, or
the Incarnation ; an inspired Bible, an Infallible
Church, Once such dogmas were the best
attainable expressions of certain truths.’ Itwas
true * * * but it isno longer true!!ll Such
a {ormal enunciation over the name of a widely
known priest of the Mother Church of England,
with the unprincipled statement, * We propose
to stay in the Church and work out our policy
till the times ochange and we come into power’
would be scarcely accounted oredible, Every
honest mind is romused to indignstion against
the moral obliquity involved. Lalely an
aggravated instance was afforded in the Mac-
queary case of Ohio, in which like determina-
tion had to be met by the decisive outting off
ot the treachercus member, Once again the
spirit of unbelief and the teaching of watchmen
upon the tower {(if the statementa of the secular

Ppreas are to be oredited) is to be adjudiocated

upon in the oaso of the cecentric Dr, R. Hebeor
Newton of New York. Complicated radly and
ominously by & certain degree of identification
of the far famed and poypualar pulpit orator, the
Bishop-elect of Massachusits, May the great
Head of the Ciurcn preserve it alike from
ocosarse aspatlts and the more dangerons * traus-
formations of Satan into angels of light, Moth-
odists, Baptists, Preshyterians havo unhappily
led the way in misguiding and misguided pas:
tors. May infected Churchmen prove cqually
honest in first freeing thomseives from the most
sacred vows and responsible eoclesiastioal con-
nections before airing their new gospels and
pursuing their aspirations, as blind leadors of
the blind, formnlated by ono of them thus: 'We
want & form of sound words whioh will ring
true in ninetesnth-century earr. Tho Creods
and articles are now ‘ like swoot bells jaogled
out of tune,’

Wo ocommend to push, in dofence of
their own integrity as well as in common
honesty to the Church, the words of Dr, Tal-
msge in his Friday night talk in Brooklyn on
8th May last. Aftor roferring to the rosigna:
tion of Rev. Dr. Bridgman of the Baptist
denomination, becauso of his changaof dootrine,
a8 ‘ ono of the most righteous acte I have hoard
of in msny a day,’ tho genersl mode heing
‘ that when a minister changes his doctrine ho
stays in & donomination until he hus as near as
possible split it to pieces.” Dr. Talmage pro-
oeeds in his nsual incisive style :—

¢ What's the matter in the Episcopal, Mothod-
ist and Presbytorian churghes ? Thore are mon
in those ohurches who have changed thoir
minds since they entered aud huve not tho hon-
osty to got out, In religious oircles surely men
shonld be as fair in their dealings as in com.
mercial oircles, When a man entors the minis-
try in any denomination be takes asolomn oath
that he will teach the dootrines of thut church,
and if while there he teachos opposing doctrines
he has broken his oath. Bul may & miniater not
change his mind honestly ? Ob, yos ; then lot
him go into some hall, some scademy of music,
gome looture room, and teach his new dootrines,
Thero are suditoriume in all our cities that
may be hired for the promulgation of any style
of dootrine ; but I cannot imagine anything
more dishonest than for a minister to stay in a
denomination if he has hecome discurdant with
the doctrino of thal denomination, If ever I
ghould find myself conscientiously unable to
preach the doctrine of the sect that I have
sworn Lo suppori, wy first duty will bo to hand
in my resignation to my cburch and to my
eccleaiastical court, and in & decisive way say,
*Goodby, I have changed my mind; I cun no
longer be in accord with the sentiments pro-
mulgated by this denomination, I shall here.
aftor preach in Agnostic Hall, corner of Doubiful
avenue and Skeptic street, sorvices st 10:30 u.m,
and 7.30 p.m.' Itis an unfair thing for a soldier
to stay in & fortress and to eat its rations and
tako its pay and still bo insubordinate to the
commands of its officers, When a minister
stays in & denomination where he is a discord-
ant olement, he becomea what the physicians
call a foreign substance which is formed to
create irritation,and ought to go out. Let
ministers go where they belong and it will make
Jor peace. That was good sdvice which Abra~
ham gave to Lot when ho &aid, ¢ Lot there be
po strife, I pray thoe, between me snd thee,
and between my hordsmen and thy herdsmen,
for we sare brethren. Is mot the whole lund
before thee? Separate thyself, I pray thes,
from me, If thou wili take the left hand, then
I will go to the right ; or if thou depart to the
right hand, then I will go to tho left.” Let the
example of Dr, Bridgman be followed by all
those who are by revolution of sentiment out of
harmony with their particular denominations,
1t will save bud feeling and bitter controversy
and precious time, and be for the advancement

of the kingdom of Christ, Religious vars are



