4

‘THE CHURCH' GUARDIAN,

Thursday, June 2, 1881,

@he Chorgh Guardian,

A WEEKLY NEWSPAPER, PUBLISHED
IV THE INTERESTS OF THE
CHURCH OF ENGLAND.

1T 19 NON-PARTIZAN| 1T IS INDEPENDENT !

It will Le fearless and outspoken on all subjects,
butits effort will always be to speak what it holds 1o
be the truth in love,

Price only ONE DOLLAR a year; in advance.

When not paid in advance, Fifly Cenls extra.
The Cheapest Church Weekly in America.

Address, 7HE CHURCIH GUARDIAN,
Lock Drawer 29, HtHalifax, N. S.

The lalifax Editar can be found between the hourt of g a.m.
and 1 p.m., and aand 6 p.m., at his office, Na. a4 Granville Sireet,
(up-stairs), directly vver the Church of Englund Institute.

THE REVISED NEW TESTAMENT.

As we anticipated, hefore our paper of last week,
with our few obscrvations upon this important sub-
ject, had reached our*readers, the book itsell was
upon our table, and, doubtless, was in the hands of
very many of our subscribers,  We have had time
only tv glance through its pages, and to compare in
hut few places the old with the new; but what little
we have seen of it makes us feel, on the whole,
much better pleased than we were led to suppose
we would be by the examination,  Some changes,
we feel sure, will be heartily approved, others, we
think, will be as deeply regretted ; Lut the general
verdict, if we mistake not, will be one of satisfaction
that so gigantic an undertaking, attended with
much danger, has been so happily completed.
I'hat those of our readers who have not yet come
into possession of the book may have a good idea
of the manner in which the work has Leen done,
we give them, in the Revisers own words, the carly
history and origin of the movement, the spitit which

controlled it, and the principles and rules which,

gaverned the Committees.  ‘They say of their work
in the Preface of the book :—

“The present Revision had its origin in action
taken by the Convocation of the Provinee of Can-
terbury in February 1870, and it has been conducted
throughout on the plan lid down in Resolutions of
both Houses of the Provinee, and, more particularly,
in accordance with Principles and Rules drawn up
by u special Committee of Convoceation in the fol-
lowing May. ‘I'wo Companies, the one for the
revision of the Authorised Version of the Old Tes-
tament, and the other for the revision of the samie
Version of the New Testament, were formed in the
manner specified in the Resolutions, and the work
was commenced on the twenty-second day of June,
1870. Shortly afterwards, steps were taken, under
a resolution passed by both Houses of Convocation,
for inviting the co-operation of American scholars ;
and eventually two Committees were formed in
America, for the purpose of acting with the two
English Companics, on the basis of the Principles
and Rules drawn up by the Committee of Convoca-
tion,

The fundamental Resolutions adopted by the
Couvocation of Canterbury on the third and fifth
days of May, 1870, were as follows :—

‘t. That it is desirable that a revision of the
Authorized Version of the Holy Scriptures be
undertaken.

‘2, 'That the revision be so conducted as to com-
prise both marginal renderings and such emenda-
tions as it may be found necessary to insert in the
text of the Authorised Version.

‘3. That in the above resolutions we do not con-
template any new translation of the Bible, or any
alteration of the language, except where, in the judg-
ment of the most competent scholars, such change
is nccessary.

‘4. That in such necessary changes, the style of
the language employed in the existing Version be
closely followed.

*s. That it is desirable that Convocation should
-nominate a body of its own members to undertake
.the work of revision, who shall be at liberty to in-

vite the co-operation of any eminent for scholarship,
1o whatever nation or religious body they may
belong.'

That the Principles and Rules agreed to by the
- Committec of Convocation on the twenty-fifth day

of May, 1870, were as follows : —

*1. To intraduce as few alterations as possible
:into the Text of the Authorised Version consistently
-with faithfuliess, ' .

*2. To limit, as far as possible, the expression of
-such_.alterations to the language of the Authorised

and J:a.rlii.:j'l %nglish ‘Versions, oo

‘3. Each' Company to go twice over the portion
10.be revised, ox}:: JIrnp\nsi_on'9.lly, the 5ct:‘oi¥c(l,'_time

Jinally, and on principles of voting as hereinafter is'
:mﬂﬁ‘ed. oo T U iy : N

“4, That the Text to be adopted be.that for
wwhick .&ke evidence is decidedly preponderating;

‘| tion,

and that when the Text so adopted differs from that
from which the Authorised Version was made, the
alteration be indicated in the margin.

‘5. To make or retain no change in the Text on
the second final revision by each Company, except
two thirds of those present approve of the same,
but on the first revision to decide by simple majon-
ties,

‘6, In every case of proposed alteration that may
have given rise 10 discussion, ta defer the voting
thereupon till the next Mecting, whensoever the
same shall be required by one third of those pre-
sent at the Mecting, such intended vote to be an-
nounced in the notice for the next Meeting.

‘9. T'o revise the headings of chapters and pages,
paragraphs, italics and punctuation,

*8. “I'o refer, on the part of each Company, when
considered desirable, -to Divines, Scholars, and
Literary Men, whether at home or abroad, for their
opinions.’

These rules it has been our endeavour faithfully
and consistently to follow. One only of them we
found ourselves unable to observe in all particulars.
In accordance with the seventh rule, we have care-
fully revised the paragraphs, italics, and punctua-
But the revision of the headings of chapters
and pages would have involved so much of indirect,
and, indeed, frequently of direct interpretation, that
we judged it best to omit them altogether.”

. - - - L L] - - L

“I'he whole time devoted to the work has been
ten years and o half.  The Firet Revision aceupied
abaut six years ; the Second, about two years and a
half. “The remaining time has been spent in the
consideration of the suggestions from America on
the Second Revision, and of many details and
reserved questions arising out of our own labours,
As a nile, a session of four days has been field
every month (with the exception of August and
September) in each year from the commentement
of the work in June, 1870, ‘Theaverage attendance
for the whole tiune has been sixteen each day ; the
whole Company consisting at first of twenty-seven,
bat for the greater part of the time of twenty-four
members, many of them residing at great distances
from Londen. OfF the original number four have
Leen removed from us by death.”

The best thing we can do is to advise our readers
to get the book at once, and compare very care-
fully the New with the Authorized Version, and
where changes have been made to satisfy themselves
as to their import.

However much some may deny the necessity or
wisdom of the undertaking, we must all feel devoutly
thankful to Gon that an unparallcled interest has
been awakened in the reading and study of His
Holy Word ; and in whatever spirit its examination
may be approached, the prayer of every Christian
heart will be that a great multitude may, by its
perusal, be made *‘wise unto salvation.”

- -

THE N. S, DEFICIENCY FUND.

We wish to make a final appeal to our readers
in the interests of this Fund.  On the 24th of Feb-
ruary the Lord Bishop of the Diocese was good
cnough to offer of $250, if within three months $750
additional was subscribed towards reducing the debt
of §4000 now hanging over the Diocese. It was to
have been expected that without any delay at least
the amount required would have been made up, and
the Bishop's generous gift secured. But no, the
three months have expired, and $200 iy still want-
ing to complete the amount. On any other sub-
ject, or for any other less urgent matter, we should
not have felt at all disposced to trouble ourselves
further, but so necessary do we feel it be in the
interests of every Mission in the Diocese that a re.
duction should be made in the debt rather than in
the grants now severally made to them, that we
have taken upon ourselves to ask his Lordship to
extend the time until the 1st July, which he has
very generously and willingly consented to do.  We
now make bold for the last time to call the attén-
tion of the Clergy and Laity to the subject, with
the full confidence that his Lordship’s kind for-
bearance will stimulate- them to immediate action.
It cannot surely be regarded as an unnecessary
alarm, or as an unreasonable request. The Board
of Home Missions will positively have to reduce

the grants, and will probably do soat its July meet-

ing, unless sufficient evidence has béen afforded

them that the Clergy and people mean to take a

more active and liberal interest in the Fund than
they have heretofore done.

Tue grave is the place tb_ siudy arabition, Ap-
roach the tomb of the proud man; and there

investigate his pride.  The piercing eye that con-
‘vulsed the world with fear, is.covered with a mid-
night gloom ; the formidable - anm that -disturbed’

the destinies of mankind, is now without motion or
life. _How diffetent with the true Chtistian |- The
Saviour was precious ‘to_him, and fhe thought of
heaven ever present with him, and;his end was
peace.

SOMETHING OF THE LITERARY HIS-
TORY OF THE BIBLE,

No. 1.—{ Continued.)

Compiled by the Curate of Yarmouth.

A great deal of interesting information might be
collected from leamned sources upon the mode and
materials employed in writing the Books of the
Bible by the earliest authors ; and we might allow
ourselves to have this in view, if we should have
the opportunity of continuing our classes another
scason. Just now I will be content with saying
that a papyrus is now in existence in Eurcpe,
which scholars of high authority in such matters,
have shown to be of the time of Cheops, more than

2000 years before Christ, and considerably before the
time of Abraham. Before Gob, with His own - hand,
had written the Decalogue on the tur0 Tables of Stone,
He had commanded Moses to write the important
transactions which occurred durifig the progress of
the lsraelites from Egypt to Canaan, for in Exod.
xvii, 14 it is written, “And the Lord said unto
Moses, “Write this for a memorial in a book.”

It is probable that on some occasions the old
Prophets employed secretaries to write at ther dic-
tation. When Baruch, at the request of the princes,
read the warnings of Jeremiah in their ears, they
asked him, “Tell us now, liow didst thou write all
these words at his mouth 2 Then Baruch answer-
ed them, “He pronounced all these words unto me
with his mouth, and I wrote them with ink in the
book.”  (Jer.xxxvi. 17,18.)  “Zhe Book” was a
roll, perhaps of skins fastened together, and if I may
venture so boldly as to describe 1t from one of the
Synagoguc rolls, now in the British Museum, among
the Harleian MSS. No. 7,61g, it was fastened at
each end to a roller with handles. In reading
from right to left, Baruch would ro// ¢ff with the
left hand, while he rolled on with the right.  Such,
at least, was the method in usc in the later worship
of the Synagogue, and such a roll was that from
which the Saviour read the Lesson, when, “as Ylis
custom was, He went into the Synagogue at Nazar-
cthon the Sabbath Day, and stood up for to read.”
(St. Luke iv. 16.}  ‘Lhe word which in verse ry is
translated “opened,” means literally, “wnrolled.”

The writers of the New Testament very probably
wrote wiith their own hands the Books which bear
their names, except, of course, St. Paul.  He em-
ployed a scribe, or amanuensis, for all his Epistles,
save that to the Galatians. In Romans xvi. 22 the
scribe on that occasion, whose name was Tertius,
unites his own affectionate greeting with those of
St, Paul.  But in order that the congregations to
whom these letters were sent might know them to
be genuine, the Apostle invariably wrote at least the
benediction with his own hand—*“The salutation of
Paul with minc own hand, which is the token in
every Epistle, so Iwrite, ‘The grace,” " etc.(z Thess.
iii. 17, 18) A similar distinction is found in 1 Cor.
(16-21), and in the Epistle to the Church people of
Colosse (4-18).  Beside this Epistle to the whole
congregation of Colosse, there was another iritten
to an mdividual member, perhaps an officer of the
same Church, named Philemon. It is debated
whether this was an autograph letter of St. Paul's
or no. Certainly the 18th and 1gth verses were so
written by himself. “If he (Onesimus} hath wrong-
ed thee or oweth thee ought put that on mine
account ; I, Paul, have written it with mine own
hand, I will repay it.”

Atheory, which I will just now characterize only
as ingenious, has been suggested to account for the
Apostle’s employing a scribe to write at his dicta-
tion instead of wnting for himself. It is to the
effect that Gop, for the purposes of His Providence,
did not allow His servant to regain his full sight
after that blaze of miraculous light which blinded
him on the road to Damascus; that this partial
blindness was the “thorn in the flesk” of which he
speaks in 2 Cor. xil. 7. In support of this theory,
the Epistle to the Galatians is referred to.  The
Apostle there says (vi.11)that he wrote the letter with
his own hand, and he apparently speaks of its great
length, “See koo large a letter.,”  But the letter, it
is urged, is not long ; it is among the shortest, and
the literal translation of the words is, “Sec in fow
large letters,”’ from which it has been concluded that
the Apostle’s weakness of sight caused him to write
in unsightly and straggling characters,

Allow me to add here one matter more. The
subscriptions at the end of St. Pzul's Epistles,—
they are not added to any other of the Books of the
New Testament,—are all the work of comparatively
later years, and are manifestly spurious, since some
of them contradict both Chronology and History.
Bishop Horne says: “For instance, according to
the subscriptions to I. and I1. Thessalonians, those
Epistles were written at Athens, whereas. they were
written at Corinth, The subscription to I. Corinth-

-| ians states that it was written at Phillippi ; notwith-

standing it appears from chapter xvi. 8 and 19, that
the Apostle was at that timemn Asfa. . . . And
the subscription to the First Epistle to Timothy
evidently ‘was not, and indeed could not have been
written by the Apostle Paul : for it states that Epis-
tle to have been written from Phrygia Pacatiana;
whereas the country of Phrygia was.not divided in-
to:: the: two. Provinces .of Phrygia Pacatiana. or
Prima; and Phrygia Secunda, until the fourthi:cen-
tury, - The author of these subscriptions, it is_evi-
dent, ‘'was either grossly ignorant or. gi-o»iy.im’ttm-
tive.” s

I have referred to the reverent care with which
the Jews numbered even the letters of their Scrip-
tures, For the information of the curious, I add
here a table of the number of letters in our present
English Translation ; only taking care to say that I
have not venfied the figures :—

Old Testament. New Testament.

39¢ceerrcnicie. . Books ...... e 27
929.setrarnirens Chapters ......... 260
23,21400mmrrrnnnennnn Verses .ovvee ouneen 7,959
502,493 0ccerencncnrnn. Words ...... «...181,253
2,728,1000ecu.cuuuineen. Letters...... ouue.. 838,380"
Total in the English Bible.
Books ...... ceevenierinnnenen, 66
Chapters......... veveee ieeee. 1,189
Verses o.ocoveer vuvernns vunenn 31,173
Words..ooocons cviernins wneee. 773,746
Letters..coeen covens veenens 3,566,480

“The middle chapter, and the shortest in the
Bible, is the 117th Psalm ; the middle verse is the
8th of the 118th Psalm. The z1st verse of the 7th

-chapter of Ezra, in the English Version, has all the

letters of the Alphabet init, The 19th chapter of
II. Kings and the 37th chapter of Isaiah are alike.”

-

NOTES FOR CONFIRMATION CLASSES.

By G. W. Hodgson, M. A,

VIL

The Eighth Article of the Creed : * I helieve in
the Holy Ghost.” ‘The tenn “Holy” is applied t0
the Blessed Spirit, because it is His special work 10
make holy—“He sanctificth me and all the elect
people of Gon.””  St. Matuthew xxviii. 19, 2 Corin-
thians xiii. 14, speak of the Holy Ghost, together
with Father and Son.  Acts v. verse 3, compared
with verse 4, and 1 Cor. iii. 16, compared with vi,
19, refer to Him as being a Divine Person.  The
Holy Ghost is Gop, the Athanasian Creed says, 1
Cor. ii. 11 speaks of the Spirit of Gob bearing the
same relation to Gob that the spirit of man does to
man.  If the latter, then, is human, the former is
Divine. At Pentecost, fire and a mighty wind were
His symbols, i. ¢, light (of knowledge), heat (of
love), and power. At our Blessed Lord's Baptism,
His symbol was the dove—purity and gentleness.
Itis His special work to waife.  He has already
been mentioned in the Creed as effecting the Incar-
nation (St. Luke i 35), wniting the Divine and
humaa natures in the Person of Christ, It is His
power that makes the Sacraments to be “effectual
signs,” -wniting, so to speak, their inward part and
outward part. A well-known hymn (208, A. and
M.) suggests the thought of other uniting work—

** As Thou in bond of love dest join
The Father and the Son,” etc.

Asthe sanctification of the elect is His special
work, a few words on “election” will here be in
place. St. Paul most decidedly teaches predestina-
tion and election. You will find this in his Epistles
to the Romans and Ephesians, as well as elsewhere.
Gop chooses some to higher spiritual knowledge
and privileges than others; places them in His
Church.  But now get out of your mind, if it has
ever been in, the thought that your religion is intend-
ed only to save your soul, and that for that purpose
alone you have been placed amongst the elect,—a
most selfish, unworthy thought. Take one of the
very earliest instances of election, that of Abraham
{reter to Genesis xii. 2).  Particularly notice two
reasons there given for his clection. One, I will
bless thee;” but that is not the only one ; there is
another, equally important—*“Thou shalt be a bless-
ing. So Gop chooses His elect to be a blessing to
those who are not the elect. We can believe in
election without believing in reprobationr Gon's
living mercies are over “all His works ;" surely al}
souls of men are included in that list. But He
chooses some first that He may bless them; then
that they may be a blessing.  There is a most re-
markable instance of this way of working to be
found in an event in our Lord's life. The very
fact of its being a brief, single event makes it the
more remarkable, as though this law were always at
work. See St. Luke xxii. 31, 32: “Simon, bebold,
Satan hath desired to have yox (plural, you all), that
he may sift you as wheat: but I have prayed for
thee . . . and when thou art converted strengthen
thy brethren.” Our Blessed Lord had His pur-
poses of love for ali ; therefore He elected one for
whom He would pray. How clearly this proves
that election shows Gor's love and care for a//, and
not for the elect alone. Thank Gop that He has
placed you among His elect, and pray that you may
make your calling and election sure, may yield to
the sanctifying influences of the Holy Spirit and be
a blessing. . =~ , '

Having expressed our belief in the “One Spirit,”
we pext express our belief in the “One Body"”
(Eph. iv. 4), in the words.of the Ninth Article of
the Creed, ¥I believe in the ‘Holy Catholic Church,
the Commiunion of Saints.” As the soul or spirit
of man_acts in and by the body in which it dwells,so
the Spirit of Christ acts in and by the Body of
Christ, of which Body we are members.. .Gop has
shown us that it is His will not to sdve 2 mansepar-

ately from all others ; but to place him ina com-

| munity, in a body, and so to put him in a: “‘state of

salvation.”  Sa in what Gop calls upon men here
to do; it is not to work alone, bt as. members of

'a society. . But this so¢iety is not a mere human

association, such as the Free Masons, Odd-Fellows



