Hhe Chureh,

“HER FOUMDATIOUS ARE

UPOW THE HOLY HILLS."

THEREFORE I WILL NOT BE NEGLIGENT TO PUT YOU ALWAYS IN REMEMBRANCE OF THESE THINGS, THOUGH YE KNOW THEM AND BE
ESTABLISHED IN THE PRESENT TRUTH.—2 PETER 1, 12.

-r_—g
VOLUME IL]

Original Poetrp,

For the Churcl,
LINES ON A SKULL

Supposed to have been dug up after lyimg in the earth for a
thousand yurs.

A theusand years, O Skull bave pass'd awsy
Since first thou mad'st thy bed with kindred clay ;
A thoussud years, since an immortal mind
Within thy narcow limits dwelt confin’d; -

A thoussnd ears, since first thy lmtrous eyo
Look'd out in gladnm on the azuresky;

A thousand years, since this dark cavern rung
With the soft accents of a tuneful tongue;
Since first thy list'ning ear drank in a sound,—
Since first thy owner felt his life-blood bound :
No trace of him, save thee, is left behind,
Which seemest all immortal of thy kind.

0! say, will thou disclose a secret now ?

‘Chy owner, when he liv'd, and where, and how ?

—Was he a dreaming bard who follow'd fame,

The mock’d pursuer of a fieetingname?

~—Was he a soldier, whose well-temper'd fice

Could melt to friendship now-—now mount te ire,—

Just as the bragen trumpet chanc'd to blow

.. A friendly note, or hestile to the foe?

TiiWathoa -tatesmu'ﬁ’m-om the Protein ciéw™

Now crown with- leu » now with hate pursuwo?

Did faction’s darts round him idly Ry,

Or quail'd he "neath the rabble’s godlew ery?

—Was he religion’s child, supremely blest

Withall the ¢almness of 8 gruileless breast,

*Mid the seraphic music of his soul,

Advancing oenward to the heavenly gosi?—

If 0, O Skull, tby owncr long has trod

The star-pav'd city of his Saviousr Goo. A
e M.

Peterboro’, Scptember, 1838, '

THE 1IVY.
Why love the Ivy? hast thou seen,
As winter's day fell chill and drear, -
Its glossy robe of richest green
Hang graceful 'mid the forest bare?—
Emblem of Hops, which still can bless
When ell around is comfortless.

‘Why love the Iry? takothy stad
Io gragdeur s desolated hall,
And od'er the work af Tine's rude hand
How deceutly its-dark wreaths fall—
Emblem of Pity’s mautle laid
Over some wreck by sorrow wade.

Why love the Ivy? mark yon osk,
Leafless and blesched by rain and wind,

How Ivy lends a sheltering cloak,
Around its old liinbs closely twined—

Emblem of earthly comforts gone,

And heaven's own robe of peaco put on.

The star which lights life's dreariest waste,
‘The balm which soothes its daskest woes,
And life's dim cheerless evening graced
By the calm hope & Christian knows—
These in their emblem joined approve
The Ivy's clsim on-human love.
The Spare Minutes of a Minister.
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“HOLINESS . TO-THE LORD,”
THE BADGE OF THE CHRISTIAN MINISTR Y.

A - BERMON, CONCLUDRD PROM OUR us'r.

Yot further, not only must wo exhibit the beauty of holi.
ness in all its distinclive featnres of exccllenco—not only
must we bear about with s * the marks of the Lord Jesus,”
but must carry the inscription, ** Holinese to the Lord,” en-
graven as it wers on-a pure crown of gold, to be seen and
voad of all men. The choson .of a peculiar people—the
holy Priesthood of a holy nation, itisnot enough. that thero
be assigned to us a etahon among- the followers of the Lord ;
our's most be an eminent,:a conspicuous station ! Cities sot
upon -a hill, our - conduct cannot -but. be. seen from - every
side, and must eourt:enquiry and: challenge obsorvation,
The light of the world, not only must we be as beacone to
guide them that are afar off into the paths of righteousnese,
but burning and-shining' lights to gladden those that are
enlightened, and to speed them on their way rejoicing.—
Tho welfare of ths Church of God, ¢ over which the Holy
Ghost hath made us overseers,” requires this at our hands.
Nay, tho children of the world will expect it from us; cven.
their standard of clerical - responsibilities is * higher, . far
higher than might be imagined; and men who regard tho
© yoke of Christ as hoavy, and would not themselves touch it
with one of their fingers, will consider no burden too griev-
ous to be imposed on the shoulders of their ministers. - Un.
mindful of their own broken pledges, they demeand consis-
tency in those appointed and paid.to watch over the flock of
Christ; and be asrured, iny brethren of the Ministry, —
should yoa need this munnce.—thnt in no way will you
more effectually secure the contempt and dorision of the un.
godly, than by yielding to their solicitations, and partakiog .
of those things in which they freely allow themselves.

Alas! after all our best endeavours, how much of incon.
sistency will yet remain to vex and -perplex our souls ! and
how frequently will the sin that doth so easily beset. us,
show that wo are but earthern vessels, and, like our bre.
thren, the creatures of frailly and imperfection! Still let ue
beware how we tako shelter from the bigher claims of our,
calling, and bring ourselves down to the level of others, un.
der a plea of common’ infirmities. Charitable towards all
beside, lot us be rigid censors when eilting in judgment on.
curselves. ¢ Sirs, wo are_men of like passions,” isa lan.
guage which may be employed, when our fellows would do
us reverence, but can‘fiever justify us in descending from
our rightful position es ensamples to tho flock. Oh! ra.
ther let it be our confident boasting, when men would se-
duce us into questionable: compliances: * The temple of
the Lord, the temple of the.Lord,; the. temple . of the Lord
srewe.” True, we do:experionce the common weaknessos
aad wants of a faflen asture, but what then? Have we not

- cipline alinost sct ot nought; a freo trade in roligion pro.
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profeased our boliof that we have received no common mea.
sure of grace tosupport and to sustain us under them ? Else
wherefore did wo promise to bs for an example to belisvers,
**in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in
purity,” and *in all things” to approve ourselves * patterns
of good works I"<—Examplos to others, wa must ourselves
excel ; and appoiated to load, must not be content to follow.
And now as it rospects our own peculiar caso: my bre.
thren of the Ministry, we certainly do labor under many lo.
cal difficulties of position, and in good truth the Jand in
which wo live is en ungenial soll ; and go'llmosa the stunted
plant of a sickly growth. The very climate is made to con.
gpire againet it. A summer, how transient! grasps all tho
energics of our trading population, aud concentrates \hem
into one focus of intense exertion—while a protracted win.
ter, closing up the ordinary channele of commereo, fur.
nishes & convenient pretext for the not less engrossing pur.
suit of a laborious diesipation. And if we examine the ma.
terials of which tho community is composod; here wo seo
the many fast bound in the trammels of a strong delusion,
worshipping they scarcely know what ; yet caroloss to seek,
or foarful to enquiro what * the truth es it is in Jesus" may

of morai duty,; whilo they, whose conduct ought to' stand
out in bright rélief, alua! how have they sufforod in their
estimate of ** things honest, justand of good roport,” from
the influonco of surrounding darkness ! In another division
of the community, we sce tho wholesome restreints of dis.

claimod; sect outbidding ecct in the mert of popularity ;
and religious novelties ficoly administered to itching ears by

teachors, who flit about too often but to unsettlo those whom
they know not, or care not, to build up, What wonder,
then, if here the most complete indifference prevail as to de.
coney and order: and what wondor that men, if they think
it necessary to make any proj'em'on at all, unite thewselves
to Religious Societics, ao the torm i, with much of the saino
feeling with which they would cl:ocse any one of the pre.
vailing trades ond callings of life, and regurd the Sacra.

mont of Bapusx_u itself, as of sumew hut the same importance
us the Temperance pledge, or subscription 10 the rules of a
charitable association ! Now those things mmny well cause
us pain, who do attach a vaiue to tho puro doctrines of tho
Crose, and the elaims of primitive order, and would fuin sce
them go hand in hand together ; but how we niny so con.
tend for ¢ tho faith once delivered totho Saints,” us at once
to preserve a discreet moderation, and t5 cschew every thing
which may eavor of accommodation to error, is a point on
which I aek not, and scck not to prescribo ; this only would
I aguin repeat, that wo may all, under whatever difficulties
of situation, bring forward one intelligille argument which
thall bo read and approved of all men,—the witnees of our
own lives, that a purer fuith does beget a highor tone of
morsals, thata ltoadwr discipline doos ensuro a more equnble
and uniform consistency of conduct

Nor, among our peculiar discouragements, must it be
forgotten, that wo are a Jittlo band, seattored hither and thi.
thor over the surface of a country thinly scttled, and not to
bo traversed but with extreme difficulty ; and thuscan enjoy
but scant opportunitics of strengthening eachs other's hands,
and tuking sweet counsel together in seusons of need—
while some of our nuinber conceive themselves obliged, from
tho elender pittance of & Missionary’s inconie, to eke out a
modest livelihood by, the seculur pursuits of farming, or the
struction of youth :—occupations, which do soriously
trench upon our Master's time, and in which he who is
jealous for the cause of God, con-hardly engage but with
fear and trembling, and under tho constraint of the clearest
necessity, ‘

But yet, Ob yet, if the dnscouragomcnu of the Ministers
.of Christ in general, and our own, in partlculnr. are nany
and great,~—how more than cousoling the encouragement,
that.!! in d,ue.neasen we shall. reap if wo faingnot” ! ‘Though
all thmge may ‘seém to be agumst us, eunredly the Lord ‘is
not unfuithful to His promise ;"and if, for a timo, he with-.
hold His blessing, either that He may qmcken us to greater
diligence, or that be _may humble us in the dust, on account
of our own unworthiness, and show us how utterly vain are
all efforts unless he give the increaso, yet will He not with.
hold it altogether; if the priesthood be holy, the people shell
be peculiar; and “a covenant shall be. with them of life
and peace,” for * the mouth. of the Lord hath npoken itn
Then let us, cven under our mumfold dlacouugcmenu. botb
seck and expect great things; and without presuming. to
dictate to Him the fitting times ond sensons, let us « uny
His loisure,” in the . devout posture of those servants who
* are up and donng. 'who with loins glrded and with famps
burning, wait for their Lord, snd with an unpltcll conﬁdonco
that He will prospor the work of our hands, and at his com.
ing receive usto Himself with excecding joy.

My brethren of the Ministry, I have_yet many things to

sy, but I forbear. My own so recent admission to the ser.
vice of the sanctuary, and my. limited experience in it, alike
.warp me of my’ elendet claim to edmonish you on the one
hand, and of the alight probebnhly that I could doso with ef.
fect on the other ; yot, as one who wishes you well from the
bottom of his soul; as one whose interests are cloeely
blended with your own ; and further, asone who trusts that
he could listen i a epirit _of meekness to your godly coun.
sel and edyice; 1 de entreat you to hold me excused if I
again venture o remind you, that our'sis & solemn and a
sacred calling. - Faithfuf to our trust,—and how great, how
trnnscendeat the dignity to which wo are raisec! Honors
are now . vptbm our reach, which the world can neither
give nor.take away! end then that promua beyond the
skies, that we shall shine like wn in the firmament of
heaven !-Ustrue to.our vowe,—and bow are. we rellcn'
Oh, to. hnve presented the false credentule ofa henuleu
profemon, and thus to be.ve obtained the prmlege of ‘minis.

mean. ' In the palpable obscurities of their religious sys.|.
| tem, what wonder that we find a corresponding vagueness | -

tering at the altar, and lmng of the | things of the nltlr,— .
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ness ! What is this but to eat the breed of dishonosty, and
to be clothed upon with a cloak of covetousnuss! Surely
such a cituation were worse than contemptiblo ! and surely
no pit jn the nctheimost bell were o low for such pro.
sumptuous enomies of the Cross ot Christ. ¥ orbid it, that
e be found faitileen! Forbid it, that influonce for good

-which wo may cxercisc on those around us! Forbid i, the

awful result of our deficiencies 10 our brethren and the
Church of God! Forbid it, that wrath ef w despised Sa.
viour! Forbid it, such hopo of a blcased immortality ! Nay,
fotbid it, every fecling of honcsty—cvery domand of plight.
od truth ! It may not, it must not, and, the Lord being our
helper, it shall not be. No, from henccforth wo devots our.
solves—body, soul, and spirit—to Him who hath laved us
and bought us with a prico; uud counted worthy of this
Ministry, aro determined to know nuthing but Christ and
“ him crucificd”—to csteem it our priviloge to be servante
of all for His sake——and to glory in this a» tho badge of our
servico, ** MHolinoss to the Lord.®

HORE LITURGICHE.
No. VI.

THE GENERAL CONFESSION,

nifold sine and wickedneas in the preaence of ap‘all.sceing
ond heart.sosrching God, the Church procecds to furnish
us, in eur invaluablo Liturgy, with the tering in which this
confession should be -made. Aund in addressing our God,
we are not allowed to bo forgetful of his majesty and might ;
we are tauglit to consider kim, and we are instcucted to ad-
dress him, as Ausienry. ‘This rocollection of his glorious
attributes—this sensc of his unspeakable power, niay in.
crouse tho sinnor's * fear and trombling,” when ho bonds
the knee and raiscs. the voice of supplicution bofore him.
But while it serves to augment his foar, it enkindles also
his hope: while it shows him to be Alnighty to }mnuh it
represents him also as Quinipotent to suve. The torror of
his sttributes ie not wll that we are taught 10 look upon : we
are instructed to regard him us mosT MERCIFUL, evon whilo
wo apppronch him os Almighty. More than this; we are
privileged to consider bim, wnd to xddresa him as our Fa.
THER,~060ne who encourages and invitcs bis. childron to
athrono of inercy —calling upon them 1o lay open unre.
servedly beforo bim all their feurs, and wants, and sorrows.

WE uAVE SRRED AND STRAYED FROM THY WAYS LIKE
LosT snrer, ure tho first words which, in our humiliatien,
we are instructed 10 utter; and what moro etriking, what
more true than this confession ! Whatnore teue then that
wo are thus prone to wander;—to leave. our hcuonly
Shepherd’s guntdmmhlp, to foreake the * grecn pastures
and still waters” of religion, and stray away into the wil.
dornear where there ia not for tho sou! cither food or sholter,
snd whero fearful encruies lin in waoit to dovour! And what
more striking than this similitude of the crring einner to
tho straying and lost ehecp! For what can thero be con-
ccived mero helpless than the poor lost lomb which has loft
his Shepherd's sice, snd whose Lloatinge in the wilderness
thero'is no friend's voice to recognize! Ignorant of his way
—not knowing whither to turn, unlcss the kindness of - the
shepherd prompts a search for the wanderer, bis recovery is
hopeloss, his destruction i cortain,

But why is man so prone o wander 1 why is thero this
infirmity in hitn 7 Tho languege of our General Confession
traces up this frail propensity tothe proper source, to the

MUCH THE DEVICES AND DESIRLS OF QUR OWN [IEARTH.—-
And who will dcny that of such evil devices and desires tho
human heart_ is full7-Who will dony thet the fountsin
from which they flow is impure, and therofore the stresms
are polluted ,—uut the troe. is un-ound und - therefore. the
fruit iscvil 7 ¢ 1 wes born in sin and conceived in iniquity,”

is the confossion of the Pealmist in* which ail ‘may-join.

And it iu right thet we should.bave this - -inwrought convie.
‘tion of the netursl corruption of our, “hoarts.  Without:it,
our. contrition would be imperfeet—our confemon the
langusgo of dissimulation.  Without it, we should not feol
our need either of the atoning Saviour, of of the eenctifying
Spirit.  We should be devising unavailing remedics of our
own, instesd of applying to the * Fhysician” who alonc has
power lo hest : we should be ¢ going about to oeubluh our
own rightcousners,” instead of applying to him who is * our
‘wisdom, { end ngluoouene», 20d nnctiﬁcmon. end sedomp.
tion.”

' Who can tel} how oft he offendeth 17 ia the llngnuga of
tho word of God, to the truth of which s very littje scrutiny
of our_heerte will cnble us to bear the most abundant tes.
timony : justly, therofors, are we nnotmcted to udd in the
languege of the. Church, WE HAVE OFFENDID AGAINST TRY
HOLY LAWS. The hml ol' God roquire us to lovo im with
the fullest sincerity of tho hoast, to surve Him mghthe com.
pletest devotion of the sont; but who, in lookcng to thees
requirements of his luv,——who. upon compmng bis prec.
tice with them all, cen deny that we navz LgiT ONRONE
THOSE THINGS WHICH WE OUGHT TO MAVE non? But eins
of omission alas ! aso not sl] wlucll will griove and offlict us
in the roLrospeet ef the pnt--mucb positive guiit will ineet
us in that review; transgressions innumerable in thought,
word and deed ; &l of which wo cannot more appropmlely

DONE THOB! ‘l’lﬂbCB WHICH WE OUGNT NOT TO .NIAVE DONI.
Nor is this a cosua), an incidental wickedness, which may
awaken sorrow lo.dsy, but to.morrow its butden necd not
be folt.. Alu not a dey nor hour are wo free from this
pronenses to oﬂ'end THERE 15 NO AEALTH (PO epmmnl
health) 1xvs. A darkoned undentandmg. 8 perverso will,
carnal affections, & deﬁled conscience, alt’ tﬂuc exemphfy
tho prophet': ducnpuon. “From the eolo of ihe feet oyen
unto the head, there is no eoundneu init; but wounde, and
broiaes, and puml:ng loree.”'

what is this but to have eemyuml the wages of unngbuom.

# Isaiah i. 6.

N . . Yoo
* Aftor the 'Exliortation to the acknowlodgmegt of our ma..

corruption of human nalure:—Wzx navz roLLowED TOO

express than m tbu gcneul ecknowledgmcm, We pave |

[NUMBER XVI.

But whithor, undur this intolerable burden, shall wo go
for reliof T Whers, in our griel and sorrow, shall wo turn
for suecour? \Who but our merciful God can ml.e\o us from
such a load of guilt ?—Well thon is tho sianer taught to
pray, Bur tuov, O Loan, 1ave MEROv UTON Us MISERABLE
orrexpers.  Wao should uttorly deepair, upon a discovery of’
our fallen, holploss state, unless with that discovery thers
was aceompanied a revelation ot tho mercy of God in Christ
Jeeue The kuowledgo of this precious Saviour awakone
hope, sud excilos tho supplicating ory, Srank TiOU TuEN,
O Gon, watice coxrzss Taxin pavLTs.  But to Lho awa.
koned mind there can bs neithor poace nor joy, unloss thors
bo also a restoration to the divins favour.  When the stormn
of fiorco wrath hath passcd awsy, the sinnor. would fain dis.
cern the token of reconciliation athwart tho i’ed&dlng cloud.
* Lot me sco tho king's fuco,” was tho Janguage of Absalom

whou he griaved (or his father’s duplwuro. and e0 doos tho
awakened Christian pray to his Father in heaven, Restone
THOU THEM THAT ARK PENITENT, Bm *1he deoper our
search into the unfalhotnnblo mine, lho tnehee of the gncu
of God, the firmer the foundation mppowrs on, which we
build our hopes.”® Christ has morited for us all that wo
want; for Chml'e sake, God hath ptomucd to bostow upon
us all that wo need ; therefore, in potitlbnmg for his meroy
— i1 imploring recoumlmlion [T hn ﬁvo Weo sntroat him
to heat us ACCORDING TO 1118 PROMISES' N%nup b FYTRTTY
Loxp..

But while the C!mrchman dieelnmo tho epint. of tha ..
logian, in his approachesto thc throne of grace, he aqually
repudiates the temper of the Anlmomaan. While ho fools
sud confesses himscll & eimwt. nnd prays for ' dcliverance
from the punishimont of hie gullt. “he.implores rolonso nlso
from the dominion of tlicse sios whioso conlroul ovor him
ham boen « * burden too heavy for- Bim.” Al 'our ‘confes-
sione are insincore—our supplications & mere mockery of
God, unlose accompanicd with an anxious desiro afior divino
grace, that our lives for the time to come may bu in botter
conformity to his law. Wo are, tlnofoforo, ipstructed [ pray,
Grant, O sost Mxnroirvs  Farngs, suat wr Y ,MERE-
AFTER LIVE A UODLY, RIGH1EOUS AND SOBER LIFE.. Suoh, in
tho oxprcss words of St. Paul,t is & prncucll effoot of. tho
aalvation which the grace of God lmngolhx it o louollo(h '
us, that, donying nngodlmeu snd warldly : lueh. we should
live soberly, rightevusly, sud godly-. in u;w prosont world »
Who, then, will say that the doctrine of’ialvut\op by, grnoe
loads to licostiousnuss of conduct ? Not tlxo Scriptures  of
God which declsre that although. wo *a aro_eayed . not ol
works, lest any mun should boast,” yot -w “ his work.
manship, orented in Christ Josus unto. goo 0 rkl.”__, Not
the Church of Englund which,: nﬂot the-dospont senso, and
humblest confession. of guilt, directs us, to ptny,that wo mny.
through grace, be onabled to “Jive .a godly. rightooue. and
sober life” : godly, as yespects our duty to our great Croa.
tor; righteous, se implying: overy: obligution to our: neigh.
bour ; and eober, av relates to tho duty we owo to oursclves,
But tha true penitent, sccording to our- Lord's delonpllon. .
« loves much, bocauso much has beon forgivcn him” s:thero.
foro he prays that ho may - epend his time ond omploy his
talonts To TnE GLORY oF GOD's. MOST: nomz.’ Namg.;; Nor.is
bt over sllowed to forgot the groat souras of . overy. -pltil.u.
al, every tomporal bicosing ; nover must Jeava. the Suviour
bo overlooked in hie proycre:.wn 019 BAKE ‘alono can o fa.
vourablo snswer bo oxpecied to our- petilleno. Ilis, denlh Is -
the only ground.of hope to the guilty sinner ; through Je.

sus Christ our Lord slone, will an.offended God show mercy.

. Bach_ is tho tone of - sclf.abosemont—=sueh is the. Jun.
gusge of contrition .which is broathed througllout thu
beautiful prayer, siyled in our. Liturgy.the * Genoral. Con.
feavion.” . And in - this duty. we imitato tho conduct ‘of the-
pious and devout in cvery period of “ tho o!d timo beforo us”
With Ezrs; (he Chrie(ian now oxclel _‘ sl am ulumod
and blush to lift-up my ‘faco to ‘thee, my:Gods. fot our inn.
quitios ere incroased aver our. head, ond :our trosy
grown op'nnto'tho heavons wuh Daniol, ho.
the YLord and inaked his oonfonion. 4 . And jn
this duty, wo follow also the examplo of tho pr :
tians. :8t. Basil, who . flourishod in the fenrlb cenlury,
ssys; * With us all thé peoplo como euly in tho moming. _
while it is yet dask, to the houso. of p preypr. and wuh umow, -
and with aflliction, snd with profueion ef A mlke con.
fession of their sins to God"....** All in’ common, 88 it -wore
with one voico and one heart, lift np the™ plaint of confen. _
eion vntothe Lord, eech one expmnng hieown repentun« :
with his own worde?|| -

Nor do we neglect tho | manner, while wo im:mo the mat.
‘ter which, the ‘devout men ol' entiquity u in then ec.
knowledgmente ‘of ein, end aupp]icatione for’ mcrcy. As
the. poelme beat emled to the humillty exprcmd in those
petitions, we are directod  meekly to lmoel p&n our| knees”
Thus. Sololnon, at lho dedication of lbe templo;' “kn«led
upon his ineu before all the congrcgmon of Xsrael.”" Den.
iel # kneelod upon his knecs threo times 8 - dey, end puyod
end gevo thunks Lefore his God.”  Our blessed Snvnour.
his agony in tho garden,  kneejed down and pnyed" io fm
heavenly Fathor. St Paul, nfter bulding the ‘eldors of Mi.

upon Lis sou), would deny to !.h
tore of humility, sid refuse to bond th K
Who, conacionce.slricken. du{” p
forgnvenou ot the mercy. mt, would be mulc wben be is
lummoned to tbe sct of confemon? Who would den |

3 a.aaulpb. L
Titus il 11, 12.
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