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AGRICULTURAL REPORT.

The harvesting of the crops of this year is now
nearly brought to a clase. With the exception of a
pirtion of the potatoes, and the turnips, earrots, and

- mangold.wurlzel, there is searcely any other produce
now remaining in the fields. "T'he last two or three

. weeks have been extremely wnfavourable for. har-:

" 'Vesting. that part of “the crops which was not

housed previous to the 21st Seplember, and 1 helieve .

considerable dumage has been done to all the grain
crops which have been exposed in the fields during
that perind, cither eut or uncut.  There may be
some excuse fur sowing wheat late to eseape the
ravages of the fly, bt there is none for sowing bars
fey, oals, or peas very late, becnuse the sooner they
are sown afier the Spring commences, the better the
crops ure likely to be.

The season for working in the fields in Lower
Canadi is generally short, and if we do not com=~
mence “sowing with the very first opportunity in
spring, we incur the visk of a late harvest, as well
as injury 10 our erops by frosts and mildew, We
occusionally, 1 -may say frequently, have fine
harvest weather in Oclober, but 1 do not consiler
that grain crops that are not harvested and sceured
previous 1o the 20st Seprember, (the time of the
Jquinas) ean be estimated ut much value. © There
is very little heat or drying in the month ol Qetaber,
and the days are short for work, and these cireum-
stances are very unfuvorable to late harvesting.
From my own expericuce | am persunded, (hat
late sowing will generally prove an unprefitab’e
practice, w llh the exception of wheat, perhaps, which -
is sown late to eseape the fiy. l‘lu.s year, furmers
continued 10 sow wheat until the menth of Juve was
far advanceid, and 1 believe this is the enuse that
part of the erop has been exposed to the fate bl
weather, and utterly spoiled,  Itis in the fall that
we have to prepare for early sowing in sprag, by
ploughing, manuring where itis possiile, and drain-
ing sufficiemly, previonsly to the commonrs
winler, 1 have seen very good erops of whast this

eot of

yesr where the soil was suitable, and judiciously
cultivated ; but I have nlso seen poor crops that

“could not be profitable, aud in numerous fnstunces,
‘the fault was not in the soil, but in its massgement,

and particularly for want of suflicient draining.
Where the produce of wheat will not average from
12 10 15 bushels 1o the acre, 1 thinlc it would e bet-
ter to substitute other crops, and allow those who
can grow a fuir average erop of wheat do so. A

_full erop of. peas, barley, or oats, will pay. much

better thair a light erop of wheat, and these grains
may be produced in ordinary scasons, in c(nflsi«lera~
ble perfection, on lands that are not the best adapted
to growing wheat.  On stroug clay soils, properly
prepured, wheat by «ll means should be sown  but
on light soils, and where Inte-sown crops ure lable
1o rust, other varictics of grain should be substitu-
ted, that could be sown early, and hirvested previous
tn the 21st Sept. 1T we desire to have good erops,
we must manage our lands in the sume manner that
those farmers do who really do raise gocd crops,
The climate is the same for all, and 1 can safely
affiem T have seen gond erops on land of very infer-
ior natural quality, while 1 bave seen bad erops on
lund of excellent natural quality ; and these very
different results proceed solely from the mode of cul-
tivating and managing the land, No agriculturist
can be ignorant of these facts. 1L is absurd to
blame the soil und elimite Car bad erops, when, on
similar soil, and with the same climate, gond
crops arc produced. These results do wot happen
Ly chance.  Any agricullurist who will visil the
farms of his neighbours will be able to discover at
once why the crops are betler in some instances
than in others.  ILis time for agriculturists to study
and understand their real position. 10 my neighbour
can raise oo evops while Tenly raise bad erops,
certainly 1 should endeavour fo understand what s
the cause of ihis dilterence, and strive 1o remedy any
defeet T discover, by eomparison, in my exltivaticn
and wansgeawent, ¥ lve podonbt thata large pro-
porticu f the loss sustnived within the last few
weeks by damage to the crops which were not
harvested, was the conseq of i
ment either by wat of deaining, manuring,
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sowing in proper season, or not having the land
and crop sufficiently clean. Uunless we take this

comman-sense view of our circumslances, we are’

not likely to introduce an improved system of hus-
bandry.  While we continue the same system that
has resulted, year alter year, in disappointment and

loss, we cannol expect any other results, " Itisnot -
only the arable part of the farms that is mnna"cd,

[y uﬁlnbl), but also that porllon that is in pnsturc.
1 have never seen the p'\slurca S0, ponr as llns year.

In many instances there’ wasscarcely o plant of-

grass 10 be seen, and [ could not understand how
the animals could subsist upon them.
power of almost every fariner to make a change for
the better in the state of the pastures, by either sow-
ing grass seced when they are let out of tillage, or
summer fallowing them, and thus insuring n future
zood erop with very little expense.  Summer fallows
are not introduced here to any extent, though there
is no casier mode of improvement. ‘The fand is suf-
fered to lie waste, producing nothing but weeds,
ratlier than prepare it, and clean it for a crop, by
summer fallow.  We are nol able to have the seed
sown in spring, because land is not properly drained
until it is too late, or sown in mud, before the soil
is fit 1o harrow 3 and what can result from such
management? 1 hope agriculturists will excuse me
for writing «o plainly to them about their own busi-
ness.  1do not of course propose any improvements
to agriculturists who are perfectly satisfied with their
management and the results obtained from it. - Tonly
write 10 those who think the climate and other diffi=
culties over which they have no control, the cause of
noor craps, and short returns from their dairy and
live stock, insfead of their own vbvious mismanage-
ment. . A defective system of agriculture, ifit exten-

sively prevails, is a very serious evil, not only as.

regards agricultusists engnged in the business, who
do not renlize proper remuneration for their land
and labor, but it is a general loss to the eountry, in
proportion 1o the actuul deficiency of the -annual
products below what they might be brought to by
judicious management. Henee it is that every
member of the community is directly or indirectly
interested in the establishmeut of that system of ag-

ricalture in a country which shall yield annually the
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