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SEALS AND SEAL-HUNTING

Al
that date 1l the sealing vessels have eturned 1o port, with

Our Seal Fishery terminates about the 0th of May.

thie exception of @ few lnegards that have Leen ausuccessful, -

anl kt‘vp h-:uling about, fn the hu}w of -np(!ilillﬂ # few ord

The

the fiest of April, when they ane six weeks ofd, and after thag

gonls, oty < white voats * take 1o the water soon after

thme few of thewm aee capruted  Duving April and the first
ur second weeh of Mav, the bunters are ioporsait of -the old
o tarps " snd o Hoods," amid the flocs and bimmarks ot
these stormy, ice-laden seas,  The seal, beiug o warmi-blooded,
mammiferous, marine guumdraped. rises Us the surface st inter-
vals of 8fteen or twenty minntes to bveathe The vounyg are
brought forth on the ice, whore they are swkied for the first

AUGUST

! four or five 'weeks, the mothers fishing "about in the neigh-

bourhood for theiv subsistence, and returning, at intervals, to

t et Yheir oftspring.  T'he voung seals are despatched by oa
s slight blow with a'club on the no

“hering fat] is brought away, and the carcase abandoned on the
ice. The old sealsare generally shot,

gether by the pressiure of the wind, the ice-holes, by which the
. sexls mke to the water, ure closed, and then they have ho means
Lol escape. In extended line the seal-hunters rush upon them :

steamer will despateh 3,000 or 4,000 old seals, vach worth from
seven to nine dollats, 1o this way a full cargo hus tregnently
been dbtained in a single day.
vver, the great bulk of the old seals being pursued among
fonting pans of jee, tu punts, or over the tugged hunnmocks,
for miles, and degpatched by shooting

Cthe skin, with the ad-

It frequently happens, |
however, that when a berd of old seals are on the jce, basking |
in the sun, or attending to their young, the ice i3 foreed to- |

it is a'regular battns, and in a'couple of hours the crew of a
These are the Incky hits, bow- -

The perils and tard- !
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ships of the hunt are often very great : and only stout-hearted,
stalwart men could endure them.  On the ice, the seals have
but a limited power of locomotion, their fent being short and
enveloped in - scin. Indeed progression, on
effected by means of a sort of shniing
which the spine and the muscles of the

; employed, though the extremitics are

©or land, i
jumping wotion, in
1

S
body are principally
sl in wgetting, or
rather climbing out of the water, upan the ice, Tihe webbed
intervals of the toes, which last are vampletely enveluped in

membranes that leave a considerable power of expansion to
the extremity, serve as excellent oars.  The greatest part of
; their life is passed in the =ea, and they only come on the ien

i to bask or sleep in the sun, or to suckle their young,  Vheir
celongated body, their very movable spine, provided  with

museles which put in action with powerful dexibifity. their
i parrow pelvis, their close thick fur. all unite to make them
Cexeellent

swimmers.  Thus what the seal loses of facility of

Cmotion on lamd, in consequence of the shovtness of its limbs,




