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© MRS. LANGTRY.
In preseutihg ‘our pictorial suypplement this
week we expected to offer it to a public, a pro.

.. portion of whom had seen Mrs, Langtry in-the

fiesh, had formed opinions about her beauty and
had settled her position as & dramatic artist.
What the reporters plessingly call the *“devour-
ing element” has, however, changed all this.
Mrs. Langtry's histrionie ability is still & mys-
tery to us, and numerous, but indifferently-
executed, photographs are ull we bave to gmﬂe
us in determining Mrs. Langtry's claims to per-
sonal loveliness. .

There is nothing absut which tastes differ-so
much as physical beaaty. Not only do indivi-
dual tastes diverge, but those of nations are as
wide apart as the poles, and a typical Euglish
beauty may be considered homely iu this eoun-
try, and a daintily beautifol American girl be
regarded as “finnicking™ ora ““doll” iu England,
They say that where there’s smoke there’s fire
pear at hand, as poor Mr. Abbey found to his
cost on Monday, and as Mrs. Langtry’s repata-
tion for beauty is phenomenal and has lasted
now for four years, weo may at once accept the
fact that she is regunded as a beauty, or even as
the beauty .in England. , :

Court, fashion, literature and art bave praised
her without ceasing. Great painters like Millais,
Leighton, Miles and others never seem to tire of
transferring her features to canvas. Poets, such
as they are, have sung the praises of her eyes,
her hair, hercomplexion and her carriage. She
has beeu iutroduced into a score of fashionable
novels, and the * society journals” of London
have, during the last four years, devoted more
space to her than the doings of all the rest of the
“professional heauties’” put togetber.

Years before Mrs. Langtry went on the stage
she was a ** personality " to all Eogland. Not
only did the golden youth of the mezropolis pur-
sue her throngh park, theatre, fancy fair, ball-
room sud garden party, but provincial youth
from Manchester and Liverpool, spent much of
the time they should have devoted to cotton
and corn when in Londoa to following imagin-
ary Mrs. Lsugtrys all over the fashionable
guarters of the city.

Rickard IITs mortification at finding six
Richmonds on the field of Bosworth was pothing
to the disgust of s Manchester ** blood,” who, in
the course of ane day, at a frightful expense io
cabs, janey fair and theatre tickets, saw eleven
Mrs. Langtrys in eleven different dresses, and
with eleven different noses, pairs of eyes and
heads of hair. .

We are afraid that the Manchaster youth was
impssed upon by some of the ‘‘curled darlings”
of society, who are not sbove parpetrating harm-
less, and even feeble, practical jokes. ludeed,
in 1880, this diversion was carried to such an
extent that provincials were very chary of tak-
ing suggestions from their metropolitan cousius
and {riends, and contented themselves with
forming critical or admiring groups outside the
‘¢ Stereoscopic Company’s” shop in Regent
Street, where hideonsly painted phatographs of
Mrs. Langtry struggled for popular faver with
those of Kate Vaughan, Coonnie Gilchrist and
kllen Terry.

Howeyer, all this, ladicrous, snobbish and
even valgar as it was, proved the extraordinary
bold Mrs. Langiry had over the public imagina-
tion, which was almost daily whetted by the
journals of society and the London correspon-
dents of the provincial newspapers. These latter
gentlemen devoted more time to fashiopable
quarters than even they did to the “‘Lobby™ of
the House of Commons, aud were pronder of a
bit of **exclusive Langtry news” than of a
private and unimpeachable “tip > concerning
Cabinet Minis‘ers or the fate of a government.

When Mr. Edmund Yates, in his World, first
anuounced that Mrs. Langtry was going on the
stage, he was credited with the news senaation
of the hour. - Had he announced the appearance
ot Mr.  John Bright on the stage of the Gaiety
Theatre he would hardly have created more as-
tonishment. . All the other *‘society paper,”
especially - Mr. Labonchere’s Truth, stoutly
denied the statement, and a newspaper wer
arose on the subject. Mr. Yates stack to his
statement, and in a few weeks had the gratifica-
tion of actually  secing Mrs. Langtry on ‘the
stage_. though this time it was amid amateurs
and in the cause of eharity. . :

thgnsbt’he ice[was broken, and after two mo
charitable performances Mrs. Lan stepped
boldly on the stage of the Haymfugl:g ’I‘htr;aptere
as leading lady, appearing first as Miss Hard-
caslle, in **She Stoops to Conquer,” and next
a8 Blanche Haye, in ‘‘Ours.”’ ‘The wild, almost
dslirious excitement of the public to ses- the
fashionable beanty was a- thing’ to.be wondered
at, smiled at and even wept over. Whether her
Miss Hardeastle or Blanche Haye were good, bad
or’ indifferent mattered. not & jot to the public.

They ‘went to see Mrs. Langtry, not with the
eyes that nature gave them, but with something

~ resembling the ** double million magnifying gua

micrascopes of extry power,” spoken of by Mr.
Sam Weiler, . . o0 oot e
The" first row of stalls at the Haymarket
- Theatre’ presented - one solid ‘phalanx of opera

. glasses every night the “beauty’” appeared. The

- people ‘behind levelled their lorgnettes at the

;. i attraction from between the heads of the people
- gitting in front of them.- The hire . of .opera
%}:sses, ndt usually an extensive business in. a

. "“London theatrs, becdme ons of houndless profit:
- -and extent.

¥ ‘Even the yallery of the Haymarket
Theatre: bristled with™!‘spy-glasses, *’ 'and ‘af
nthusias

 nightly take 'his place on a back ses in the al. ' ribg

posing, aad whether npon avalysis her claims

ith” & marine.: telescops” used - to |

' 'titﬁdé dévo{éﬁ,fo the"gOdS."Mddﬂnk mthe G

joys for which he paid his shilling. - . - .
" 'To criticise Mrs. Langtry's acting uader such

circumstances - was _absurd. The - Haymarket : py, 'y oug of s friend of mine, who was himself

“Theatre” was simply a.show, and thlo-'nudyi\moeo,
‘an assemblage of sight-seérs. - Mrs. Laogtry's
provincial tour way a repetition of her Londan
experience with' the difference, that while the
enthusiasm was equally great, the manners of
the public were very much better.: SR
The story of ‘Mrs, Laugtry's brief theatrical
career has been told often, aitfully and compre.
hensively. Public cariosity on this side of the
water is, we expect, not unlike what it is i
Eagland, and Mrs. Langtry’s “drawing powers,”
during her brief season, will be found to rest
with fer personal claims. - 1f she should again
visit us, the will, no doubt, be judged after the
kiudly, but critical, . fashion, to which other
dramatic artists have become accustomed.
Among the questions most frequently asved
in New York at this moment are, **What is Mrs,
Langtry's Christian name and what is Mrs.
Langtry's sge¥'*  In answer to this we have to
say that the Rev. Mr. Le Bretou's only daughter
was born at St. Hillier's, Jersey, alinost twenty-
six years ago, and was baptized with the charm.-
ing name of Lilian, which is abbreviated to the
more familiar “Lillie.” When Mr. Millais first
painted ber, his picture hung in .the Royal
Academy and in the catalogue appeared as ** A
Jersey Lily,” thetitle was uot intended as a pun
on the lady's name, but as a tribute to the mar.
velons complexion which the painter tried to
reproduce on canvas. Before the lady thus be-
came famous she was liring & comparatively
humble, or, as they say in England, genteel life
with her husband, an [rish geutleman of mo-
derate fortue,
Bafore Mrs. Langtry was *‘discovered’” by the
world of art, she was almost a stranger to Lon-
don, and positively unknown to the fashionable
world. She was enjoying a life of modest g}ln-
sure, completely novel to her as a conntry-bred
woman, snd had as much idea of being cailed &
“‘beauty,” as had her worthy hushand. When
she found greatness thrust upon ber, she acoept-
ed the situation with a calmness and dignmity
which ars pecaliar features of her chamcter.
She accepted homage without agitation, and
among her personal friends, and even among
ber lovely rivals, acquired a singnlar popularity
through the frank simplicity of her character.
Mrs, Langtry had, duoring her most brilliant
Londos seasons, two most formidable rivals in
the persons. of the Countess of Lonsdale and
Mrs. Coruwallis West.
In character, manner, and appearance, these
three ladies presented striking contrasts. - Lady
Lonsdale is almost a giantess, with a massive
head, great eyes, and the figure of & Roman
matrou. Mrs. Cornwallis West is rather petite,
and in manper is piquant, Parisian, snd per-
haps frivolons. . Lady Lonsdale, as becsme. a
women of her proportions, was somewhat mas-
culine in voice and bearing, while Mrs. West's
habit is what is irreverently termed *‘kittenish.”
Between these two extremes steod Mrs. Laog-
try, the perfection of wowmanhood-—at least to
English eyes. , 2
‘“ Her voice was ever soft, gentle and low, an
excellent thing in 8 woman,'" as poor K'ing Lear
says of Cord:zlia, her manner was always stately
and graczful without being statuesque and im-

to beauty were greater or less than those of her
two famcus rivals, it is certain that she caltivat-
ed them both in fashionable and pogpular favor.
Threa years ago »tories of the somewhat excen-
tric doings of the *‘professional beautiea' teceis-
ed wide currency, end one to the effect that s
“‘beguty” went “'t0o far” even for the good ua
tare - of the Prince of Wales when she dropped
& piece of ice between the royal collar aad: the
royal neck, was related with Mra. Laogtry as it
heroine. - - .
Perhaps it is hardly worth while to correct
the detatls of this little bit of gossip, but in case
it should be, we may say on the authority ol
those who ‘'know,” that Ara. Cornwallis took
the [rigid liberty which his Royal Highness so
haughtly resented, and that lady dropped out of
the princely sunshine while Mre. Langtry con:
tinued to bask in it. Fashionable life in London
cannot be lived for nothing, despite Mr. Thack-
eray.and Becky Sharpe. Mr. Langtry’s modest
forture was unequal to the d:mands made npon
it. ~Necessity was thus the very prosaic resson
which drove Mrs. Langtry to the stage and -en-
-rolled her among the army of woman workers,
of which Miss Emily  Faithfol is the devoted
champion. . G e
Her success, at least, iu the art of money-
setting, has been prodigious, and - without the
ispla{ of any special talent, it is probable .that
Mrs. Laogtry's name will be sofficient to conjure
up a smoall fortune. . Baut those around har, who
have worked with her, and watched her, declars
that ber industry is'phenomenal,  her patience
untiring, and her intelligence of ‘the brightest’
character. . These, surely, sre qualities invalu-
able to a student of any kind of art. ~ As'Mrs.
Langtry has, at least, good looks, youth, educa-
tion,  highbreeding, "and. {s descendend from a
long line of ladies and gentlemen; “we can wish’
“her all the succens ‘she deserves, and hope that
she 'may prove an acquisition as well as an orna-
‘me| and Drama,: =
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‘\'adapted to tha poor and ill-fed;
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AN AOTORSJORE. .
“ I think that one of the most recklcss aflairs
with which'I'have ever had to do, oocurred “at
fond of a joke, and had, at home, abundant

bad - just ‘arrived from ‘the Crimean War, and
was forwanded to Glasgow 1o be quartered there.
My friend asked the officers to dine:immediate-

Iy aftor their arrival, wlthough he was a stranger

to them all except by reputation.. ‘Hoe invited
me to go with 't em). mgxkrkillg, * Now, Ned,
let us have some fun,” and we at once concocted
s plan.- I knew his residenco very well, and
could do anything I pleased with it. = With his
leave I.sent for a stonsmasou aud told him to
ascertain where the flue from the fire grate made
its exit on tha roof, as ] wauted him that night,
during the dinner, to call down the chimney in
answers ‘ta any question I might mak. My
{riend, the host, meanwhile was to_mtroducc.me
to his guests as a ocelabrated American ventrilo.
‘quist, who was about to appesar in Londos, and
was acknowla to be the most extraordinary
artist of the kind in the world. - Whils the meal
was going on, Colonel , & very aristocra.
tic old man, gradually began to throw out sug.
gestions, and to lead” conversation in the direc.
tion of ventriloquial subjeots. 1, of ‘course,
pretended to ba very bashful, and to avoid any
allosion to the theme. After much solicitation,
however, ] consented to speak, as he suggested,
only two or three words. Mark you, I had
timed the experiment so that it should be ex-
actly eight oclock, or within a few minutes of
it,when I knew that my mason would be keep-
ing his en ment at-the other end of the
chimney. Going to the fireplace, 1 shouted at
the top of my voice, for it waa a deuced long
way up, '* Are you there I -but there was no
reaponse. - 1 came to the conclusion that, ss by
this time it was raining very hard, the stone.
mason had got sick of the whole business and
left the roof. Imagine my surprise, when in
eight or ten seconds alterwards, just as | had
turned, and was going to tell the colonel that
wy failure was due entirely to an ulcerated sore
throat, a deep voice'was heard hallooing down
the flue, ‘“1 don’t hear a word." The colonel,
officers, and all the guests looked perfectly stag-
gered. 1 immediately took advantage of the
sitoation, and remarked, “ There, you see how
badly [-did!  You noticed what a gutiural tone
there was in my voice :” but they all crowded
round me, and said it was the most extrsondin.
ary thiog they had ever heard in their lives,
and begged me to repeatthe experiment. [ had
previously made the arraogement with the
mason that when 1 said “good bye®' three
times he wonld undersiand that I required him
no mare. I therefore shouted out * good btye "’
three times, and, getting no response, conclud.
ed that he had gone, and thonght no more about
the matter. About an hour: after this the col-
onel was leaning asgwinst the mantel-piece
smoking a cigar, when he turned to ‘mo—1 was
on the opposite side of the room-—and said,
*“ Colonel Slayter ' (by which name 1 had been
introduced to the'company), ’*1 have no hesi-
tation in saying you are the most extraordinary
ventriloguist alive. Now, in my own little way,
I occasionally try toamuse my children in the
same manoer; bug it is really absurd, after the
wonderfal effect you have produced, to give you
an illustration hers; still T will try. For in-
stance, when at homer, | sometimes put my
head up the chimney and shout, ¢ Are you com-
ing down """ and the old gentléman sccom-
panied the action to the words. - Judge of our
utter amaz=ment when a yell was heard in the
chimney, ““Oh! go to Jericho! 1 have had
enough of this." ~ Ererybody looked xt him as
if for an explanation. Taking in the situation
quickly, and carelesaly stepping forwand, 1 said,
‘‘There, gentlemen, that is my lasteifort: 1 am
suffering 50 much from bronchial affection that
you must really excuse me from any (urther
exhibition. One and all of them gathered
l_u'qund m2 and sgiin shook my hands, express.
ing amazement at'the ‘high art 1 had evinced,
and. promising  me a- magnificent reception
-whenever 1 should appear in public. | 1t was as
much as | conld do to preserve & serious face.
The joke was too good to keep long; and-ins
little while afterwards, in'the coarse of conver:
‘sation the host ‘said, ‘. By the wnv,” Sothern,
do you remember so-and-so1', *“What !’ said
all “the officers, looking. up. ‘*8othern!’:: 1
thought thin was Colonel Slayter.” ¢ Oh, no.”
replied my friend, *'thia ia ‘ Lord Dandreary."”

ventriloquist.— The Theatre.

" TEA DRINKING : ITS EFFECTS. .
The sense of cass in respiration and .increase
of .general comfort after-teking tea in. well
known, as is also the fact that tea tends to-in-
duce perapiration,'and thereby Lo cool the body.
Hence, " in reference to nutrition, we  may say
that tea increases waste, . since it: promotes the
transformation of food without supplying nutri.
mient, .and iucreases the loss of heat withoat sup-
plying fuel, and it is, therefore, specially adapt:
ed to the wants of thoss who usually eat too

assimilation should - be.quickened, but is- less

ing.: To tako tea befors " monl i as absard.as
‘not o taka it dfter a meal, unless the system. be
‘at all times Toplete with nutritive ‘
‘day of takin

clock can “only: be" defeinded :whe
beon a hearty lunch at one or 't

| an nnticipated diuver or suppor at soy

‘opportunity for the making of ane. A regiment.

That was my first and last experience asal

_much, and after a full meal, when'tho process of.

aterial and | 1

i ) o1 or of
o'clock.”  For those to take toa bafore dinuc: 'fll:;

eat littla or nolunch, wust bo so fur ivjur :
and tend to promoto irritability of the u&:::::l:'
-As ».matter of somfort, howsver, it is 1o be o).
‘served that's eup of ten in health §a alwaya re.
freshing, and to thoss avcustomed to its use, 4)-
ways: welcame. - 1t may:also  be mided 'ﬂm.'
whilst tea promotes assimilation, thers is pno-
ground for beliéving that it promotes the diges-
tion of food iu healthy persons, wnd, therefore
it is not usual to tuke it with, but after, a iy,
cipal meal. -Indeed, but few perans conly
tolerate a ten dinner as a daily habit, howyer
agreeable it may be as achange of diet ; angd 1y
the universal consent of mankind, s ix leg
fitted to accompany meat than starch and fat, |
have not referred to the effect of tey iy tha
mind, “because it is not -eapible of proaf Ly
weight and measure ; but it iy av action whisl
is universally admitted, and taquite in kevpung
with the sction of tea upon the rexpiratory m.;{
as & tespiratory exvitant. Thers can be neg dogie
that, under certain circumstances, it quickeny
the intellect, both in thought and imaginatiag
and takes nway the tendency to aleep, na that in
experiments which -we wade hourly through
three days and nights, tea tuken twice during
the uight prevented any desire for sleep. This
is not always the samie on‘any person, neither iy
it nniform on ditferent persons, nor do-s it ac.
tually corre-pond with the quantity of tes taken.
Moreovar, it appprars 10 b sueasured by the made
of preparing the tea, 20 that a srong infusion
which has been poured off the laaves, sad vopt
hot for & considerable period, has greater ¢iTecr,

ECHOES FROM LONDON

Loxpox, Get, 23,

It is believed that there will be some hononre
bestowed by the Quesn to commemorats
opening of the Courts of Jastice, This 1n 4 unt
mean that the coming Lord Mayor will s wials
a baronet, but indicates doubtlew that thivrask
will be given to Mr, Street, the able son of the
genius who concsived tha idea of the Courty, and
many great works., Mr. Bloomfeld, it 15 axi,
will be made s knight.

—

AxoxG the fantastic ideas which now and shen
invade the brains of all yachtiog men nons fiave
been acoepted with more glee than that of 1ia
wealthy owner of the Pearl, wholhas converind
his yacht into » maguificent_hothouse fitinlwity
exolic plants, and provided with wvery oo
venience for giving the mont ibrilliant {ir i
the midst of orange teees and bananas, from
which the fruit may be gathered freah and ripe.
The friends of the yachtaman eall him ** M uite
Christo,” and by that name is he known &i}
along the Mediterranean,

R

Tur ladies intend to have a pablic rejorrinz
meeting in London ere long, to celebrate ther
wreat vietory, namely, that of obtaining the
Married Women's Property Act.o It iy dus 1
their sglem{id organization that they have gt
what they wanted ; they have always triumpdi-d
by these means, and po doubt at the réuniomn tie
opportanity will be given of broaching anstlee
female grievanee. Committees dis very hurd
after being succensful.  Will they interest them-
selves in tho deceased wifn's sister question ! It
is still{a fine opuning for feminine sgitation.

—re;

Tue Junior Army-and Navy Clob, which Las
migrated from Gralton street to 3t, James's
stroet, having for a vis.a-rvis Arthars’, alse an
ostablishment that will hold all the clab's spae-
cash, was at first. mather interierad with in tie
carrying out of the altarationa which were necrs.
sary to-give the club splendor and cemfur.
‘Some  official body, we. believe the Hoard of
Works, objected to its interest in ancient ligh:s
being infringed, a0 the club bad to stop a stary
short in its architectural intontions. The mew-
bers have now the gratification of hearing that
the ancient lights' claim in waived, and the clun
can do what it likes, towering heavenward with
out lot: or hindrance. While the conssquent
building is going on, the Juaior Aemy aud Nasy
Clab's membera have bad friendly ofers of ho
gitalit from Kalf a dozen clubs, where they wiii

6 made qaite at home, *

—————

Acalx it is nsid that the Speaker will retirn.
He only awaits the formal completion of the
presont session before resigning his high offi-e
and applying for the Chiltern Huundreds, H-
will sit out the debato on clbture, but he will nut
be the presiding authority which is to carry 1t
out, and the state of hia health is such thath- st
least- will not desire that the  winter sessicn
should extend over a month, : Sir Heory Beind
will, of course,  be ruised to the peerage and re-
ceivo-tho usual ponsion ; but the poerage ho wiil
receive will not be the ordinary viscountey which
s given to the Speaker on his retiymant, but au
earldows.” Sir H. Brand is .now the heir 1o the
Bmmier’ barony on the roll of Euglish peers, To

o'at the top of the list of Barons is a highr
honor as mattars go than to be at the bottom of
the liat of viscornts; and 80 ‘he will be maie au
oail, an_honor. usually reserved only foc Prime
Ministers whe aro made peers from the rauks of
[ .16 18 the cu;-l;gm to give tho penion




