that the University haa Facnltfes of Law, Me.
dicine and Applisd Scisnee, six Affiliated Col-
Jeges and a Normal Hchool, aa well aa connec.
tinua more or less dirset with neatly the whole
of the active educational werk of the Deminion.
1t thua happena that with abont 300 stadenta
and an income adequate to one moderata col
dege, MetHill yot Hinds iteelf doing work that is
spread over all the departmenta which belong
1o the greatesd universities, It may be that
much  ia  imperfectly done, that time and
~finrt are warted in harrying from one field of
labor to another as exigency demands, that cen-
atant watchfniness ia needed to prevent some
agency from }mmkin¥ down ; and finally, that
in wntking for the future it i often necessary
tn appest to be attending to one interest at the
expenae of another, and that in spite of all efforts
the College may have temporarily to abamdon
snme promising position which has become un-
tenable, but upon which, naverthaless, it muat
rontinne ta have a watchful eye, and be 1eady
to reocenpy when circumstances permit, The
whole educational histary af Mefiil i thua like
a hard fought battle, in which, with a too
alender foree, its supporters have been defeading
or attacking widely extended positions.

Even after the organization, or rather during
ita progress, Me(iill can hardly be said to have
,mm;» a very encournging start, outside of ita
Medical School which flourished from the first.

In the session of 1354, the Univerity had,
in addition to it medical class of thirty.mx, just
half-n-lozen students, but it wsa neceasary to
begin with the number which then offered, or
to closs itz Jonrs. It conld never have axpected
ite two hundred and 6fty now, or its five hun.
dred, or one thoneand hereafter, unless it began
with its halfolezen then. A commencemsut
raust at some time be made 10 every enterprise,
and whon the enterprize has for its object the
pmprorement and elevation of a people, the
sooner the beginning is made the better, for the
R apenciea of intellectual and moral progress do
i not act quickly, their resultx are gradual and
‘ prinfully slow.

It wae in thin particular, as we have xaid,
that we awe it to the liberal and far seeing po-
licy of the original promotera of the Univermity
that in spite n? the stuall beginningy, they held
to the i(*m of affunling the opportunities of a
full University Education to those few, instead
of being content to measurn the outlay by the
hrst members who took advantage of it,

REOGRGANEZATION,

The titne when the University was re-organ.
ired, say from 1830 ta 1855, wax a time of wiife
between things new and old in collegiate educa.
tien.  We had bedore ur the old Englich sxstem, 4
and the improvementa then recently introduced
or recommetnded. We had the methods of the
Neottish, Gerntan amd Amierican  Universitios,
which differed altogether from those of ¥ng-
land, and also to a great extent from one
aunther. We had the new Gaiversity of Loudon,
and the Queen’s Univensitiesn of Ireland, with
their peculiar modification of the idea that a
University should ba an examining rather than
a teaching body. We had the imitation of this
svaetem introduced inte Caunada in the new
Faivemity of Toroute, and we had the chequer-
wd history of MG itaelf, and the peculiarities
which ind been {mpreased on it by the condi-
tious of its origin and existence,

In these circumstances, it would have been
the eaniest conree to have fallen back on the
limited curricnlum of the English Universities,
ard th have eatablished here a bare imitation of
one of their smaller Colleges, with as much of
Vaiversity show, titles, and cerrmonies, rs our
limited means wonld permit.  Such a coutse, if
succesaful for a little time, would have neces-
narily f{ailed in the end. The learning which we
shonid have had to affer weauld have heen of
that kind for which, however waluable, the pa.
late of a new and young society has little
relish.  The laws and usages of this country
gave none of that prescription in favonr of su
stidies which exials in older countries. We
had no muss of educated gentry tmined in thia
method ta support us.  Even admitting that we
had recoguired this as the true idesl of the
Vaiversity, it would have been hopeless to have
taade the attempt.

Anothet course would have been to have taken
av ity coustitution that of the newest univemi.
ties of the Qld World, and to have vaunted be.
fore the country a magnificent and nltea-liberal
programine of modersn studies and aptions, re.
gardiess of all that had been before done here,
and to the subversion of the older and time-
honoursd curriculam of college learning. This
would have twen dangerous with our limited
weang, [t might, under favourahle circum-
slanices, have led te a magnificent if unsubwtan.
tial suecess. It would more likely have reanlted
in a gigantic failure.

The anthoritiea of this Univerity did neither
of these things.  Carefally cherishing every
element of success already existing in the Ul
lege, dropping only what seemed ussleas ar
harmful, they attempted ta gather amand the
University an ableand eficient ataff of instruoet.
ors, rapresenting in the first instance the sub-
jeots most emential in a college course, and, in
the second place, those more modern suhjects,
which by beibg ‘more popular, and in some .

ects ‘more ptactical, fncrease the value of the
elueation given, and at the same time canse it
to be more songht after. This being secured,

~_mere forms and rules were at first left somewhat’
- ¥ague, that they might ahape themselves accond.
ing to the nedessitios of the case, as thess shosld:

e, AL the mme time, the University was

connrcted, as fat as ponsible, with the pra_ctiml.
wanta of life in this country, by its two Profes..

sional Facultirs, ite Normal School, its attempts
ini the direction of Schools of Agrinnlture, of
Fogineering, and of I'ractical Chemistry, and
by its courses of [Papular Lectures. Howme of
these attempts have been discontinued, either
hecause the nesd of themn had ceased, or (rom
want of studenta, or waut of means, but othery
have been eminently sucvessful, snd all have
contributad somewhat to the growth of the Uni-
veTnity,
COMPLETION OF RUILINGS,

The next stage of progreas consisted in giving
to the University a local habitation, by the oo
cupation of the original College Buildings sbove
Kherbrooke Street, previously snused because of
their distaner from the heart of the city. This
was fallowed in a short time by that most muni.
ficent act of Mr. William Molson, which has
brought the buildings to their present state of
cotnpleteneas. .

We may be pardoned if we turn aside here
from the history of the colluge in general to take
up that of the individual, whose name is con-
nected especially with the reorganization, of
which we have bren speaking, and who has heen
identified with the progreas of the colloge ever
since 1855,

DE. DAWRON,

John William Dawson was born at Pictoy,
Nova Scotia, in 1800, He received his early
academic training in the College of Pictou, then
one of the best institutions of higher education
in Nava Scotia, and under the principalship of
the Rev, Dr. McCulloch. Here, while yrcmt‘v:ut-
ing the regalar course of study, he made nslen.
sive collections in the unatural history of kis
native Province, thus carly manifesting a taste
for original scientific inquiry.

Having finished his course at Pietsy, he en-
tered the University of Hdinburgh. After a
winter's atiudy he returned 1o Nova Seotia, amd
devoted himselt with ardor ta geological research.
He was the companion of Sir Charles Lyeil dur.
ing hix tour in Nova Scotix, in 1842, and follaw.
ed np his researches by studies of the Carhonif.
ornns rocks of Nova Seotia, on which be contrile
uted two important papers to the Geological
Soviety of London,

In the autnmn of 1846 hie toturued to the Unt-
versity of Fdinburgh, his special objectaof stwly
being now practical chemixtry and other sub-
jeetn of which he had found the necessity in the
original work in which he wasengaged.  On re.
turning to Nova Scotiahe purated his grotogieal
investigations with renewnd energy.

In 1850 he was appointed Superintendent of
Faueation for Nova Scotia,. This eftice he held
for three vears, and rendered valsable service to
that Province at a time of special interest in the
history of itx schools and educationai institu-
tions.  He took alwo an active part in the estab-
lishment af a Normal «whool 1n Nova Seotia,
and in the regulation of the atfairs of the Uni.
verdity of New Brunswick, as a member of the
cotmisgion appointed by Sic Edmund fead,
then Governorof the Provinee, for that purpose.
{n conunection with these educatinpal labors he
published several claborate Reports” on the
Schools of Nova Scotia, and a work on Agricul.
tural Fducation entitled ** Scientitic Contriby-
tions toward the improvement of Agrieuiture,”
which went through two editions, and was of
much practical utility.

In 1855 he was called to the position which he
still holda, that of Principal and Professor of
Natural History in Mefiill,

The raising of the college to ity present posi-
tien would have been wark eunugh in iteelf for
these years, but in addition to this Dr. Dawson
has had under his care the Protestant Normal
School.  From his position there, he has had a
great deal to do with the moulding and control-
ling of the school system of the rountry.  After
many years' faithful work, he withdrew (n
1870y from the active dutis« of the Narmmal
School, rataining, however, s connection with it
ax Chainman of the Protestant Sehool Bosrd.

His special work in conneetion with the Uni-
versity and the Normal School took up mnch
of that time which would hawve otherwise been
devoted to ariginal investigations in his favorite
wcience, yet a review of his more important
scientific labors will show us haw much may be
dane even in the midst of engros<ing educational
occupations.  As early as 1530 Dr. Dawson be.
gan to make collections of the fowil plantsofthe
Nova Sentia coal formation. Ia 134! ke con-
tributed to the Wernesian Society of Falinburgh
his first sclentific paper, on the species of Held-
mice foond in Nove Scotia. In 1843 he communi.
cated a paper on the rocks of Fastern Nova
Seatia to-the Geological Rociety of London ; this
was (ollowed in 1844 by & paper en the pewer
coal formation. In 1845, besides exploring and
reporting on the iron mines of Londonderry,
Nova Scotia, he published a paper o the coal
formation plants of that Province,

- During the winter of 1546 47, while stadying

in Edinburgh, he contributed to the Bogal Sa.

ciety of that city several valuable communica.
tions, and from 1847 10. 1849 we find him, with
never-flagging zeal, pursuing his geological re.
searchies, and giving the results to the warld in
frequent papers.  [a 1852, in company with it
Charies Lyell, he made a’ re-examination of the
Joggina section, and visited the remarkable de-
posit of Albertite at Hillsborough, New Bruns.

wick, which resulted in several important dis
ceveries, and in 1855 he published the first edi-

tion of his ** Acadian Geology,” & complete ne.
count, up to that date, of (le geology of the
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Maritime Provinces of British North America.
Tn 1556, though now tramelled by the ndn‘ons
duties incombent npon the prinepal of a Uai-
versity, he still continned his geological work in
bis native Provinee. R

In the follawing year he commenced the stady
of the Past-Pliceene deposits of Canada, the re-
suitn of which appeared in his ** Notes on the
Post Pliocens of Canada,” published in 1873,

While in England, in 1870, Dr. Dawson lee-
tured at the Hoyal [natitution. He also read
papers before the Geological Society, aud the
toyal Socivty. ‘The same year hiy ¢ Handbook
of Canadian % wlogy * appeared, being followed
in 1871 by a *‘ Report ou the Silurian and De-
vonian Flom of Canada,” and & *“ Report on the
Gueologieal Structure of Prince Edward Island,”
in which lie wagably assisted by Dr, Harrington.

Ir. Dawson was elected a Fellow of the Geo-
logical Society of Londeu in 1854, aud of the
Royal Society in 1862, Heia a Master of Arts
of Edinburgh, and Doctor of lLawse of MeGill §
and i an honorarv or corresponding member of
many of the Scientific Societies an both sides of
the Atlantic,

Heturning now to vur gensral history we note
the next advance made by the collage.

AFFILIATINN AN{Y CONSOLIDATION,

The next stage has been the affiliation of new
tolleges, and the consolidation of the University
regulations in a definite and determinate form,
a work only completed in recent years. MeGill's
position in these respects is not precisely like
that of any other University : but partakes of
the methods of several, and secins eminently
fitted 1o the work it has to do in this country,
As an evidence of this, it has been imitated 1n
several of the nswer or more recently recognized
Colleges of Rritish America, and some of the
points which have been practically settled am
now subjects of discussion in connection with
the farthier reforms now sought in the Universi-
ties of Lireat Britain.

FEATERES wb THE CGifrug,

Amaotigst the donations which have from time
to time bevn added to the original bequest of the
founder, and which will be found more fully
particularized in another place, we may he ox-
cased for specially referring to the magnyliernt
donatien of Mr. Peter Rv«r\ath, which almost
at a bound places MeGill's appliances for the
teaching of Natural Science on a level with any
mtinent.

In 1855, when it fell to Dr. Dawson to de.
liver the first conrse of lectures on Natural His.
tory in the McGill College, there wasabsolutely
no collection of specimens.  The new Vrinvipal
had, fortuuately, brought somewhat extensive
collections with him, and with the aid of the
museums of the Natural History Society and
the Geological Survey, secured suthcienl ma-
terial for the fist course.  But, unhappily, a
large part of Dr. Dawson's private m‘llcv&imx
was destroyesd by fire, without any insurance, in

lurnside Hall, and the College wax quite auable
to replace 1t Within a short time, however,
the governors were able to secure the collections
of minerals and plants of the late Dr. Holmes,
and theve, with what rewalned of availshle ma-
tertal from the fire, formed the nuclous of the
Museum. It was, hewever, very <mall, and
without any fumds to promote its tncrease. Dao-
nations were then solicited 1 selentific

from
frirnds, and with the duplicates of the collee.
tions and what could be prosored in expaditions
undetaken in the summer vacations, the col-
lege was able to organise a system of protitable
exchanges. More impartant aids gradually came,
in connection with the completion of the build.
ings by Mr. William Molson and his donation
for a musenm fund, in the noble gift of the Car.
penter collection of shells, and the room provided
to contain this 1 antil finally, alinost without any
expense to the general Mmnds of the college, its
collrctions have grown to such dimensivns that
they would justify tha erection of the splendid
tmilkling now completed.

Other departments have eatlered npon and
proceeded some way in the same courss, and be.
Tore many ¥rars may attain to the same devel.
aperaent.” The beginning of the library dules
from 1585, Thsn%(s to the generoaity of Mr.
Molsen it secured an ndmimgle room, but not
until it had grown to some extent in tempomry
quarters.. Since it has been transferred 1o the
William Molson Hall, it has increassd, almost
without expense to the College, at thr rute of
vearly a thousand volomes annually ; and at a
similar rate of incresse for another decasls, it
will either wholly eccapy this hall or will reqaire
a large separaie building for itself, We have
no doubit that if the University could have af.
forded sdequate salaries for a librarian and an
amistant, 1t would already have outgrown its
present accommodations, und might have at.
tracted the attention of some one willing 1o erect

a great libmry building. The little observatory,

built to facilitate the meteorological work of the
late Dir. Smaliwood,  had a tower for a telescope
attachad to it, when the college had no such in-
strument, bat it was destined to be ceenpied by
the telesaope presentad them by Mr, Blackmaa,
the means to - accommodate -which were thus
at ‘hand. 1t ix yet on a small eale, bat in
connection with the practical demanda Arising
in this country for astronomical and metesorolo-
geal work, it may be eogsideret an the germ of
greater things. In 1355 the University poRaose.
ed a small collection of philosophieal apparatus,
otiginally procured to iliustrate the lectures of

Dr. Shaked, one of ‘the pioneers of Canadian

sience, and which, with some additions, served

Vfor several years as the only ‘means of illustra.

e,
I

tion in experimental phyrics ; but the good use
made of it by the professor stimuolated that try]
handsome gift of the members of the Board of
Governors, by which it has become probably the
most  moders and serviceable apparatas in the
Dominion, If not otherwise, no doubt befors &
very long time has elapsed, those who have by
its meana ecquired an insight into the wonders
and triumphs of modern physical research, wil]
eatablish in connection with it a physical Jabor.
atory with ample means for pmcticaf study, and
apecial endowments for experimental physics,
The establishment of the Faculty of A plied
Science and the appointment of able pru;mors
to earry on its work, at once called forth hand.
some gifts and subscriptions. It has ouly re.
cently received a large bequest; and the a
tempt, under certain disadvantages, to truiy
some of the atudents as mining eugineers, has
not only led to important donations of spuci.
mens, bnt also to the presentation of that beay-
tiful set of mining models, which are unique in
this country, and which will be suitably Todged
and displayed when the specimens in Geolagy
shall be trangerred to the new Museam. )

The chair of Modern History seems to claim
a few special words to itself. Cansult that now
somewhat antiquated publication the Calendar
of McGill College for 1855.5, we find thers thie
name of a gentleman weil known as an able ndy.
cator, as Professor of Ancient aud Modern Hj..
tory ; no that the College begun well in relation
to this subject. It soon, however, became ne.
censary to transfer the ocenpant of the Chajr of
History to another and more onerous positing.
in these circumstances, to keep faith with i,
students who had entered ou the cours, it was
necessary for 4 seasion that Dr. Dawson shanid
himself deliver the lectures-on Histery, wihich by
wecordingly did ; but other duties ~oun rendend
even this makeshife impossible, and studen:,
were obliged to content themselves with the ay.
cient history connected with the course in
clussics, and such modern history as was ineludii
in the subject of English Language and Liter.
ature.  Heyond this could be dene notbing .
cept in securing o courne of lectures in Fnpliny
History from Prof. Goldwin  Swmith, aud o
agsigning the medals given by Lord Dutferin 1
a conrse of historical mading. When, therefon,
two years ago, the University were so fortanate
as 1o secure the services of the present assoctals
{'rofesasor of English Literature, Mr. Charles b
Moyse, the title of Professor of History was b
stowed on him, and it was arranged that s Lo
ay his other onerous duties would permit, soom,
time was (o be given to modern history,

ARCHITECTERAL FEATTREN

OF the architectural features Hittle nead 1o
saidd in explanation of the illustmations which vl
be found on the double page in the centre. Th
illastrations  comprise the main buoilding,
vast wing of whicL is occupied by the Princt
1al’s residence, while the correspouding buld.
ing on the opposite wide, knowp from it
dener’s name as the William Malson building,
vomtains the likraty, a fine room, the intener
of which is alw meprexented in another plate.
On the extreme right of the engraving is sen
the hahitation of the Medival Faenity, plared a
little in rear of the main bailding, and «p-
proached by s sepamate entrance from Pnive:
sty atreet. O the apposite side, and shightly in
advance of the main building on one hand a
the Presbyterian College on the other, s
by itsell the magnificent block of the new L
'{:kh Museum, to which allusion has alreasiv

en made and which is only just completed.
The slight sketch of the interior of this haud-
some butlling, or rather of the principal hallin
it, gives but an imperfect idea of its really fine
proportions, but wa hope at a later date 15 5o
il jastice.

THE COLLEGE STAFF.

In eonpection with onr other engmvings we
give on page 132 a few of the pnncipal pro.
fessors of the College. The comp‘e'w list O}Khv
stafl will be found in the roll of the Univeray
which sccompanies this article, but our space
will only admit of the representation of the
Principal and the Deans of the ditferent Facul-
tirs, O these [r. Leach has been long and
honorably connected with the (Iniversity a»
Viee-Principal and Dean of the Faculty of Arts.
Mr. Bovey, the Dean of the Faculty of Applisd
Science, 18 a Fellow of Queen's College, Cam.
bridge, who has been comparatively recentiv
called 1o take. charge of the latest established
scheol, that of Applied Scionce, Mr, W. Kerr
is so well known outside of McGill that any
specisl mention of him seems unneceasary save
to record the fact of his holding the position «f
Dean of the Fuculty of Law. The Faculty of
Medicine i al present withoat s legal band,
owing 1o the decense of the lata Dean Dr. F.
W. Campbell, bt Pr. Howanl, whoss portmit
we give, Is the Dean elect and falfilling at pre-
sent the duties of the office,  We ray perhaps
mention in connection with these engravings,
another picture of Principal Dawson seated in
his study, which appears as part of the donbie
page engraving, and which will bring pleassut
memories to many an old stadent who hw there
been received by “him. (ther portraita in con-
nectiou with the Uuiversity. are thase on page
133 0f the Chaticellor Judge  Day, and Mr.
I'ster Redpath, from photographs for which we
are in Jebted to Messrs, Notman.

THR ENDOWMENTS OF THE COLLEAE.

'The name of Mr. Redpath naturlly leads us
to a- consideration of S)‘e various - benefsctor

who have [rpm time to time econtributed 10 the

ropy1—



