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r bas been doubted, iot aloue in ng-
l:nd, wherc wlhat is cUed Society las

lwaîys delighted in snori ng ut and dis-
piiaraging the past and the prescunt of'
irnd , but nals monig a inserabie

"Know-Nothinug" class in the United
States, whethor frieland ever wVas niider
regil mile, previous to the invasion, by
the Ango-Normans, in the reigu off
Ienry II., of Englaid, over seven hun-
dred yeairs ago.

Keating and other historians, down to
or· friend Thomas Mooney (whoOe two
voluminesI haveti-eqient occasion to rofer
to), have inentioned the undeniable fact
that, in tMr remote ties, Ireilnd consis-
ted o kingdoms, governed by princes
exeroising kingly sway. l Ah," it may
be remarked, " but tlhse wer more
provinces ? " At ay rate this doubt or
socer cones iith a bad grace froin a
countiy ivhich, intil the middie of the
cleventh con tury, when William ofNor-
mandy invaded and conquered it, was
cnt up into scven kingdoms-known as
the Saxon Hleptarchy, the largest of
which vas not equat in extent and pop-
hition te the prosent County ofCork, in
Ircland.

I dCsire lire te show that Ireland had
various lines of native soveicigns before
fraud, force, and troachery comibined te
invade th isiand and reduce it to a
province ewing foalty te England.

Hoeromon, bond of the Milesian race,
vlio becane sole ruler of Ireland, only
thre centuries after the death of Moses,
the Jewish leader and iaw giver, bnilt
that royal residence, in Meath, the site
of which is known as Tara, evon te the
present day. Fron the death of Iro-
mon, to the accession of Oilainh Fodhla
(about 920 years beflore the beginning
of the Christian cra), ther were aine-
teon Irish kings, Vhich shows an aver-
age reiga of twenty-one years for each.
This was nearly two centuries before
Roinulus and Roniis laid the first stone
of Rome, Thon what probably w'as the
first Parliament any where, was assen-
bled at Tara, and that systen of juris-
prudence was established, thora and
then,-a groat system ot oquity and
conion law-whieh Alf'ed, educated

in Ircland, transferred to England, when
ho was thera ackiewldged os monarch.

Thore was, in fact, froi a very renote
period a succession of kings in Trlohod.
Chicfs soietinies bore the royal title,
but the rue Vas to have oe supremue
rulir, of whoni aill other chiefs were the
Vasails. Their naies and exploits nre
recorded (soietimes, it may be, with
more or iess exaggeration) by varions
historians. 3ut there is nothing over-
charged oi exaggerated in what has been
written of the lite nid death of Brian
Bor'u, who rose froin the sovereignty of
unster to that of the whole island, and

retained his high position for mlany
years, not alone by the sagaeity and
suecss af hi government, but by the
portinacity with which ho repelled an
invasion of the Northmon or Danes-a
belligoront and piratical race. They
wro finally defeated, at Clontarf noar
Duhlin, on Friday, April 23, 1014, in a
battie which wasswaged frmen sunrise te
dusk, but the victory was dearly won,
for Brin lost his life, by the base hand
of an assassin, who slow the old man nu
his tant.

Brianii, who was directly descended
from Miliesins, the Spanish conquei'er and
colonizer, whose very existence issome-
what angrity ignored by Thomas tMoore,
overcame the Northien, led by their
Vi-Kings, in forty-nine battles aiso dcld
a great deal to strengtlen [reland by
cultivatig thie gentle arts of peaco He
built Ciithedrals, restored bishops te
their. socs, revived decayed schools and
coileges, laid good ronds through the
island, and built bridges over deop wa-
ters and rivers that had previously been
impassable.

1o1 gave sirnames of listinction ta ail
the leading families of his time, it is
recorded that a maiden in the flash of
youth and "I beautifutl excedingly " had
traveled alone on foot, throughout the
realn, without either ber honor or her
troasuro boing assailed. Moore has made
that tradition the basis of his well-knewn
yril, "Rich and rare were the geins
she wore."

Mirrough and Turlough, respective
son and grandson of King Brian were
slain in the battle of Olontarf, but Do-
nagh, who w'as Brian's third son, taking

command 'of the Irish troops gave battle
te the IDanos, and eompletiy routed


