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Most people %vil sec intho ol] vation
of Cardmnal Peccii to te. Pontifical
throne, a nost renarkable fultilnent of
the prophecy of St. Malachi'who, seven
hutndred ycais ago, pointed ou. the

ope te succeed Pins X. as "lumen int
colo." It so happons tiat, the niotto on
the armorial, boarings of cthe Pecci
family for centurios back bas bn this
sane l lumenin cwlo " is not a little
significant thereforo thtat a member of
the Pocci flamily should at this particu-
lar tine have been selected by the Con-
clave to succeed Popo Pins LX. Some
wIl say-that tthe motto mnade thte Pope-
that tho Cardinals knoung t/he n:gphecy
and the notto were led to choose Cn-.
dinal Pecci Pope ln order to fulfil the
prophecy-not that the prophecy fore-
told the Pope.Very well but h on-
does it happon that there Nasjust at,
the ight tnie a ' lumeI nu ce//o ' t9
chooso ? Even if ne grant theviolen4t
suppostion of" e collusion among the
Cardinals," and that thoy chtose Cardinal
Pecci, solely ant only to fulfil the pr
phecy of St. iMalachi, wo shaLhave
other equally -violent suppositions to
take for granted boforo the renarkable
colncidence can be.disposed of. It nvas
Pope Gregory XV. who created Pecci
Cardinal-are %Ve then to suppose that
ho eid so, in order that ho might be
available to be mado Pope immodiately
after his stccCssor's death ? This woukIt
be a very violent supposition indood.
BJuteven supposing it granted-suppo-
smg, that Pope Gregory, knowing ithe
"lucimnen in colo," and St. Malachis pro-
phecy; did choose a Pecci.te be Cardinal
in ordorto be ope, aorcler to ful fil
St. Malachi's prophecy-how does. it
happen that there nwas ain,ecclesiastic of
the: Pecci family to make a Ca dinal to
be madé Pope intorder to fulfiLthe.pro-
phecy? ,We fear the explanationis
more Violent than the fact is startling.

But if our friendsdo.notle to admit
thopossibility ofîSt MalachiPsprophecy,
haing5been) futldlledlet thfem look to
anothero curious, coiticidence. connected
with. this elovation of ono of th'ejoeci
family tothe -:Pntificate. ThisifhmiIly
isýdescended froin aiiancoient pti-ician
famiily of Anagni in the Papal Stàtes:

Conspicuotus amongst their hcraldic
bearings is the fleur-de-lys.: .iNov Dante,
ln the 201 canto of his inimortal Purga-
torio, sings, as translatéd by Longfllow.

1 se0tlcfl:,& Aungnîi enter,
Ant Christ in 1is en car captive imade."

This is, we think, something more
than a more startiing coincidence. Notus
verrons.

.1ow times (10 change things. In the
Catholic ago, personal governiîment by
the king hinself'was not only notobjeet-
d to by the people, but was absolutely

insisited upon by them. If a main. was
king; ie was expected to be one, and hmad
inoreover to be his ov.n prime ininister
his own commander-in-ch if. When,
however, his Ici ngdon was too lu-go for
ail these duties to be pcrfotmed by one
man, albeit ho -was a king, it naturally
followed that sone friend, in whose
powers the king could roly, was called
in to assist in the goverm'în1ent. As long
as-this assistant was some dignitary of
the church, allwent well, for the peoplo
had confidence iii hliin for his ocelosiasti-
cal. character.fIf he was net a dignitary
of the churchlie nas looked upon With
distrust. and svas called a favorite.
Sonietimes, itîs truc, churchmen were
looked upon as" favorites," but tiis
ws seldoni; for ch evitheir greatest

enmies acknowledge that " the power
of governing communities systematic-
ally, iwas the groat science of the ancient
cluarch." It as Wolsey, remember

(who had loved bis king moreithan lie
h'ad<Ioed his' God)," w o could alone
hold bis royal master's passions in any-
thing:like decent check; vhen he was
gone,r then 'ther floodgates'oro opened,
and after that-thc. reforniation. But
thon, these churchmen could only help
to 'wield -the civil power of the réahn
for -fter alL it wias only once in a long
tim'c that the world, heard tellý of a
bishop buclcling on his armour to fight
the enemies of the kingdom, and then
unbuckling his arnourafter hehad
overcame them, to puton: his stolo .to
shrive them befoi-er theyjero sentto
the gallows. The king's'laÿ-favorito
uperimtended the^army, and w3oebotide

him and his mustert ifhedlaredi laun-
privilgedéhändston the sacrd ark of

the civil gove rnnont, as s bündntly


