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*“ Thou canst not follow me now, but thou shalt
follow me afterwards.™  John alii. 206, Jesus
uttered these words in a small meeting, the last to
be held with Iis disciples before 1Iis death. No
unfriendly Jews were at it, Judas had gone away
to betray him, and Jesus and tho cleven were left
free to speak and breathe. Still, a pang of sorrow
was felt in the friendly circle. Will there ever be
a pleasurable mecting without an alloy? Yes, in-
deed, but not in changing time. The thought of
parting disturbs the sweetest meeting on earth,
and the disciples were very sad to think that.they
would soon adjourn to meet no more, for their
loving Master was woing away where they could
not find Him, Peter says, * Go or stay, I can't.be
separated from Iim. If He leaves, how can 1
stay? All my associates have been relinquished;
I have left all to follow Him, and what is the
world to me if He has gone? Lord, whither goest
Thou let me know, and neither prison nor death
shall divide us.”

Jesus states two facts—onc bitter, the other
sweet.

I Whither I go thou canst not follow me now,

II. But thou shalt follow me afterwards.

1" Thou canst not follow me now, Here the
bitter comes first. This is ulways the case. In going
Jrom God the sweet comes first, then the bitter;
but in coming back to God, the bitter comes first.
Had there been no separation from God, it would
be all enjoyment and no bitterness; but in every
change there is the bitter and the sweet. The
forbidden fruit was sweet to Adam’s taste, but it
ended in the bitterness of death. All'sin, whether
it be the Inst of the eye, the lust of the flesh, or
the pride of life, has its seducing pleasure, but,
O! the dreadful end! All whom Jesus ledts
have the sorrow first, but afterwards joysthat sball
never end, *“a far more exceeding and eterngtl
weight of glory.” To forsake the broad road: we
must deny ourselves of sinful pleasure, and meet
the opposition of men. Sometimes we must incur
the keen displeasure of our nearest friends as well
as deny ourselves of all ungodliness.and worldly
lusts  So that many who are almost persuaded to
be Christians think the sacrifice too great, and
turn their back upon the “man of sorrows.
Jesus' langrage ‘o His disciples was, ¢“Ye now
have sorrow. Wt T will see you agnin, and your
hearts shall rojoice, and your joy no man taketh
from you ™ 8o He tells Pater, ¢ Thou. canst not
follow me now.” When a-fond mother goes- to
visit friend+ how eagerly her little ono pleads to
go with her When told that hé cannot go the
hear, avells with grief that cad only bie ' assaaged
by her kind assurance that “he will in futire ac-
company her when heis better equipped for the

journcy, Hope sparkles in the moistened oyes as
ho cxolaims, ** Ise doin’ adin when I dets my now
dess.”

Thou canst not follow me now. Let us consider
some of the reasons why Peter could not follow
Him then.

1st. ITe was not long enough in the school of
Christ here to go up higher. God trains His
children on carth to fit them for the society of
heaven. Peter knew so littlo of Jesus' death and
resurrcction that when Jesus told His disciples
that the chicf priests and scribes would deliver
him to the Gontiles, wko would scourge and
crucify Him, Peter began to rebuke Him, saying,
“Be it far from Thee, Lord, they will not do this
unto Thee.” How painful this rebuke may be to
tho Son-of God, who told him of His approaching
agony, and how strange the prejudice on Peter’s
mind after all he heard from Jesus, and after hear-
ing Moses and Elias on the holy mount talking of
the descense that He was to accomplish at Jerusa-
lem, He was too ignorant to follow Jesus.

2nd. 1o also needed moral training on earth.
Hewas quite willing to render evil for evil, and to
hate.and destroy his enemy. He drew his sword
and cut off the car of his enemy. He had to
possess o different spirit cro he passed into the
heavens. It is good to notice Peter's rapid im-
provement in head and heart. He saw the very
fulfilment of. what had been forctold. He saw his
Lord.condemned and scourged and erucified. He
saw Him after Ho -had risen from the dead, and
spent :his. life.in proclaiming this for the salvation
of men. {jAnd:when:enemies beat and threatened
him with death for preaching Christ, he drew no
sword upon them, but rejoiced that he was counted
worthy to suficr shame for the name of Jesus.

8rd. Peter:had work to do.on carth hefore he
followed Jesus He would give him two keys by
which he could open the kingdom of heaven to
two nations, Jews and Gentiles, And he used one
key when he preached.Christ.to.His Jewish mur-
derers, and showed them how to be saved so
plainly, that 3,000 cntered the Kingdom in onc
day, which numbcr soon reached 5,000

Ho used the other key-when he preached Christ
to Gentiles in.the house of Cornclius, and they in
hearing believed and entered into-the -Kingdom
of Heeven.. Since then the Kingdom is open to

shut it, and by the sare authonty all are invited
to enter.

Again, Peter had important work to do in
showing those who had entered the Kingdom of
chvcn, or the Church of God on earth, how to
gain the Eternal Kingdom by adding to their
fmth virtue and all thc graces of the Holy Spirit,
which he did by tongue and pen, but especially in
the letters addressed to the strangers’ scattered
throughout Western Asia.

‘When about to put off his tabernacle and follow
his Dlaster, he <as intensely anxious that they
would do those things and they would never fall,
but have an abundant entrance into the everlast-
ing Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. When we consider the grand training
and important-work of Peter on earth, we see the
wisdom of Jesus in not permitting him to follow
Him then Who cau ‘t¢ll the myriads who will
shine in Peter's crown who have .and shall learn
from his mouth the way of salvation?

II. The promise, thou shalt follow me after-
wards  Blessed promise. “After you koow the
Father and Mé and My work, and after you
have faithfully made Me and My Fatber known to
others, then you witl t'o.low Me through the grave
and inithe resurrection snd to My Father's pres-
ence, whére there will be no misunderstandiag, vo
clouds, no separation.” How the apostle would
‘téjoice in the proqpect of followmg his Magter:

when prepared for the society of heaven. He had

all'nations by Christ’s authority, and no man can{.

his Master’s promise of eternal life, and ho had
along with that tho carnest of the Spirit

If we azo the children of God, and are left by
Iim on carth, it is that we should be trained for
heaven and do important work for the Master hero.
The lingerlng sufferer on a bed of pain can re-
ceive such training and do such work, How
many will bless God forever that they saw in
such the grace of Jesus, and heard from them His
blessed Gospel. Let us who hear the name of the
Saviour ask this important question, Do I know
more of Jesus than I did years ngo, and we wilk
likely sny yes; this is right, we should follow on
to know the Lord and not rest with present attain-
ments. If wo ask, Am I more alive in the Lord’s
work than I was? Do I resemble Christ more than
1did in the past? Do I spend more timo and more
money according to my ability than I did? How
will we answer these questious to Lurselves and to
God? If wo cannot by His grace answer these in
theaflirmative, how can we Dbe assured that we are
being trained for heaven? And if wo are not
now, when will we be? While we feel our short-
comings, and remember our Migh Priest, let us.
come boldly to a throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy and find grace to lelp in time of
need.

On the whole, it is better for the Christian to
desire to live and labor for Christ than to dic and
rest with Christ We are very apt to grow im-~
patient at our lot, and liable to mistake a sclfish
desire to escape trouble for a love to be with Jesus,
Even the sweet singer of Isracl.bad his, weakness,
and once wished for the wings of a dove that he
might fly away and be at rest.  How many have
beartily expressed that wish, and quoted the very
words. When we cxamioe this wish it appears.
as foolish as it is selfish. What would David do
if he bad the wings of a dove? And if they were
sufficient to carry him as far as he wished to go,
where would Dbe his destination? How much.
better for him.to meet trouble, and when the Lord
needed to remove him, he would send angels to-
carry him home. On what ground-can I or any
Christian claim an exemption from ecither work .ox-
trouble?

Must I be carried to the skies
On-flowery. heds of case,

While others fought to win the prize,
And sailed through bloody seas.

No, I must fight if [ would reign—
‘Increase my courage, Lord—

I'1l bear the toil, endure the pain,.
Supported by Thy word,

‘When that illustrious day shall rise,

'_ And oll Thy armies shine

In robes of victory through the skies,
The glory shall be Thine.

Iw the September number of “Lend a Hand,”
Dr. E. E. Halo presents a truth recognizable in
every organization, whether political, moral or
religious It really brings out.the truth well known
to us all—that grumblers arc no workers; that it
is imposeible for us to grumble and to work at the
same time; that if we grumble we haven't time to
work, and when working we haven't time to grum-
ble. Yes, and we see all belong to cither one class
or the other. Brethren, if you should find your-
selves among the grumblers, get away from them;
they will do you no good. Dr. Hale says:

“It is very interesting to observe that the people
who do give themsclves to charity or to work of
public spirit—that is, who give time, thought, in-
genuily, service, resvuree, compaunionship, as wcll
as money, arc always the people who are sat:sﬁed
with the results achieved, and who look forward
cheerfully and hopefully to the future, e)*hor of
next yuar or the next genération, On the other
bund the most gloomy pcople and those most dis-
trustful of the future—the people who, as & whole,
think the world is going te the dogs—are tho peo-
ple who do nothing, in their own person, to hinder



