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drates of carbon, is not an alimentary substance.”
Of course it isnot. It was precisely on the prin-
ciple of eliminntmg from tho extract every par
ticle of albumen, of fat, even of gelatine, that
‘Liebig procecded. And with what result? To
produce, not an alimentary substance strictly so
calied; but a condiment which bas a distinct and
unique place indietetica. The rol- of condiments
in the complex action of nutrition is Lut partially
-appreciated, and the most natural condiments are
usually neglected for others much coarser, more
stimulating, but really less cfficatious.  Voit, the
most recent experimenter in dietetics, confirmed
the popular impression tbat the flow of gastric
juice to the walis of the stomach may be acceler
ated even by the sight of meat, as when he wit-
nessed in a fasting dog, in’ which he had establish.
ed a stomachic tistuls, the immediate rise of the
juice when he offered, without giving, the animal
a bit of meat. Bouillon, he further maintained—
warm and well-boiled bouillon—is the zimplest
and best digestive, and it is from this premise that
Pettenkofer vindicates for the extract its.para-
mount claims as a condiment. Thess it owes to
the mixture of salts, different, indeed, but oom-
bined in definite proportions, in a ratio which the
orgauism impematively demands, and the slightest
deviation from which would constittte a veritable
impurity. No amount of the best meat can take
the role of the extract any more than milk can
play the part of cheese or butier. The product
of Liebig is ncither a nutrient nor an alimentary
substance capable of economising the albumen,
the fat, or the carbo-bydmies ; it is simply a con-
diment, but one of such efficacy that Pettenkofer
does not hesitate to auticipate for it the chief
place among such aids to digestion, not only in
the sick-room, but in common every day lile. It
has served him as a text for a very instructive
esaay on nufrition in general, and though much
that he says is a recapitulation of a kind that has
& novelty of its own froua the olear and discrimi-
nating eye he passeaalong the series of discoveries
bearing or’ the physiology and application of
food.

“ MEDICAL NEWS.

Enteric fever haa broken out in several parts of Bir-
mingham,

A wovement bas becn initiated in Loudon having for
its objoct the p of a ial to Von Graefe,

A clergyman living at Wolverhampton has just loat s
third child from enteric fever, presumably through the
agency of infected milk.

Professor Czermak, the celebrated physiologist, whose
work on the Laryngoscope was translated by the Syden-
ham Society, died on Monday; Sept. 8, at Leipuig.

The Town Counocil of Partamouth have mol!ed to

ialise the Gover ¢ ageinst the erection of the
Hospital for Contagious Discases which has boen com-
" menced close to Portsca.

The prize of 2600 rupees offered in  October, 1861, by
the Govornment of India for the compilation of the best
Manual of Family Medicine for India has boen awarded
to Surgeon-Major Moore, of the Rajpootana Political

* Agency.

W record with regret the death of William Busker,
M.D., who diod on the -11th Scpt., at his residence in
Hatch-strect, Dublin, aged sixty-throe. Dr. Barker
held the posta of Profossor of Experimental Physics to

Y

the Royal College of Scicnce, and the Lactureship on
Chemistry to the Royal College of Sargeons, Ths de-
ceased Lad & high reputation in various branches of
medical science, and his funeral was largely attended
by the medical nity, who est d him highly.

An inquest was held a few days ago before Dr, Lan-
kester on the body of a boy, aged six years, whose brain,
according to the medical evideuce, although bealthy,
weighed no less than fifty-thres ounces. The causs of
death was pulmonic apoplexy.

A clab has been formed at Hamburgh for p ng
the heathen practice of incincration, in place of Chris-
tian orthodox inhumation. The club, it is eaid, slready
numbers npwands of eighty members, each of whoin on
cntering has made a will, according to which his re-
mzins are to be burned,

It is the intention of the British Government to eqnip
a large vessel as & hospital ship for the rwception of the
sick and wounded during the expedition against the
Asbantees. It is probable that it will be very mach
after the pattern of the hospital shipa stationed in the
Red Sea during the Abyssinjan war.

A London military journal states that some reduction
in the personnel of the department is at present under
consideration, and that Mr, Cardwell is intent on abol-
ishing abont thirty-five places in the surgeons'list. It
is stated that it is the intention of the authorities in
{uture to utilise the civil profession to a grester extent
than herctofore for taking medical charge of small de-
tachments in outlying districts, as a subetitute for the
services of medical officera, It is believed that a public
saving will be effected in this way.

The topic of an International Pharma apeeia occasion-
ed at the Vienna Congress much animated and some-
times able argumanut. It was admitted that an English
physician, unless scquainted with the G Pharma-
copein, would be unsble to write s prescription which
an Austrian professional brother conld understand. A
new system was proposed, of which, it was suggested,
the Latin should be the uniform language ; while the
adoption of & metrical ecale of weights was farther re.
commended. The subject was too vaat, however, for a
final lusion, and its di don was poatponed til) the
next congress.

While the science of * preventive modizine” scoms to
be taking a firm and salutary bold of the madical pro-
feasion and the public at large, there is a strong countoer-
balancing effoct produced by the scienca of ** procurative
surgery,” which seems to bs so much enocuraged by
railway companies. From the roturns recently issued
wo learn that during the year'1872, 1143 persons were
kiiled and 3038 were injured upon railwayn. O those
killed, 127 were railway passengers, and 632 were rail-
way officials. The rest are returned as **

icides, and miscellaneous,” a large and doubtful class,
numbering 386.—{London Lancet.

MERCURY IN THE HUMAN BODY.

A paragraph lately appcared in an evening cortempo-
rary to the effect that an illastration of the accumula-
tion of mercury in the human system was furnished re-
cently st a lecture in Vicuna, by the exhibition of the
leg-bone of a man whose death had been accelerated by
tho use of the metal. Professor Hatt struck the bone
heavily upon his lecture table, and thousands of glitter-
ing little globules of guicksilver were forced out, and
rolled into larger drops on the black surface before him.
All this had been abeorbed into the man's system dar-
ing life. .

Is this possible in these dsys? Do our Anstrian con-
freros prescribe mercury 8o freely as to accelerate death ?
YWa confess to s little scepticiszn about the reduction of
mercury to the metallic form in the body from any of
its preparations. Perhape it was administercd in the
liquid form, s plan that was sometimes adopted in old
times as & for the reduction of stramgulated her-
nia. If not, the only preparation which could wupply
the metal itself is the ointment of mercury, in which
the particles of mercury msay be seen with the micro.
scope , but the quantity used to produce the effact de-
scribed must have been enormous, —{Laccet.
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The Assistance Publique, or general administraticn of
the Paris Hospitals, has jaet published its budget for
1874. The total amount of expenditure appointed for
the year, namely, 28,150,000 francs, bringa out the fack
of the extrsordinary importance of this admiristration,
In the beginning of the year the amount fixed upon kad
been only aboot 26 millions and a half (francs), but
nearly two additional millions have recently boen votod
throngh the general rise here in all the neocssarica of
life. The number of beds to bo sapported in 1574 will
be 20,161 ; of which 0311 ar for the infirm and aged,
8227 for patienta, and 2081 for lanatic subjects. 1t im
reckoned that the number of individuals admitted into
the hospitals, or assisted by the administration, will be
about the same as during the present year. The nums
ber of patients admitted was this year 11,099; whilst
192,000 {ndividuals received help in various shapes from
the sdministraugy. Desides the above figures, the As-
sistance Publique haa 556; lunatio patients in the va-
rious asylums of th%" Department vf the Seine or of
Frunce, and 26,000 infants or young children that it
helps to bring up in the country. The total number of
individuals of all categorics succoured yesrly by this
vast administration of the Assist. Paobligne thos
reached 338,200.—{Paria Letter. .

DRUGGISTS AND THE PRESCRIPTIONS GF
MEDICAL MEN, .

The death of a tradeaman from delirium tremens ad
Ramsgate under the following circumstances has excit-
od much discussion. The facts were brought to light
by a coroner’s jury. Thetradesman was attended by Mr,
James Richard Leake, a retired army surgeon, LLR.C.
P. Edin., M.R.C.8. Eng,, and L.8.A. Mr. Leaks find-
ing hia patient very excited, and not banefited by a dose
of opium, prescribed bali an ounce of tincture of digi-
talis, which the druggist refused to dispenss, on the
ground that digitalis was an uncertain medicine and the
cose prescribed an excessive doss, being eight times thas
recognised by Squire’s Pbarmacopeia. Mr Leaks be-
fore the coroner justified his prescription, and was ably
supported in deing so by Mr J. Pearson Cresswell, the
ordinary attendant of the patient, who had been from
home at the time of his death., He natasslly threw the -
onus of the man’s death on the druggist, of whose con-
duct the jury expressed their disapproval. There can
be no doubt that the druggiat in this case acted very
wrongly. And the aconer it is undemtood that moedicat
practics is not to bo limited by » druggist's opinion of &
prescription, aven if it be backed by Bquire, the better,
If o druggist is in doulbt abous the accuracy of & pre.
scription or the intention of a practitioner in regard to
any given dose, it is his duty to take ateps'to ascertain
whether the preacription is according to the wish®and
purpoes of the writer. There, unless the dose is ob.
vionaly poisonous, his responsibility ends. Here the
druggist’s refusal tc dispense arose from his ignorance at
medical acience. He knew Squire very well ; but he
was ignorant of the fact that for years past it has been
well known that large dcees of digitalis, larger than
Squire ever dreamt of, cured some bad cases of delirium
tremens. Mr, Leake’s prescription was quits in accor-
dance with the practice of Mr, Jones, of Jersey, and of
others. For example, Dr. Garrod, whose authority will
not be disputed, says he has “seen many cases of de-
lirium tremens rapidly recover under its influence, sleep
being speedily produced ; but the doscs havo been very,
large, from two to four fluid drachms, repeated every
four hours for two or thros times only.” Of course such
a prescription is a responsible one ; but the case wasa
very responsible®one—extremi morbi extrems remedia ;
and in the ab of the medicine the patient spoedily
died. A druggist who refuscs to dispense & moogmned
prescription even in gentla terms does & great injury to
a medical man ; snd the druggist's mode of refusal in
this case was not gentle. We 1 10 see the names
of some medical men atiached 10 a * round robin” exon:

i ist for not making up the medicine
r&:&z?&&:ﬁ:‘mnuimﬁm vﬂ.E t.hl; medical man

prescribi It was the ist's business {0 have
sought such communication, . Leake may, howsver,
be well sutisfied with the expression of opirion on the

part of the jury, and with-—what he will certainly bave
7—the sympethy of the profession.—{Landet.



