
TH. CH OAADI MEDiCAL T1D. 7

drates of carbon, is not an alimentary substance."

Of course it is net. It was precisely on the prin-

ciple of eliminatrng fromu the extract every par-

ticle of albumen, of fat, even of gelatine, that

Liebig procecded. And with what result i Te
produce, net an alimentary substance strictly so
calid; but a condiment which has a distinct and1

unique place indietetics. he ro of condiments
in the complex action of nutrition is but partially
.appreciated, and the most natural condiments are
usually neglected for others much coarser, more
stimulating, but really lesa efficatious. Voit, the
most recent experimenter in dictetics, confirmed
the popular impression that the flow of gastric

juice to tie ';:]is of the stomach may be accoeler-
ated even by the sight of meat, as when ho wit-
nessed in a fasting dog, in' which he had establish-
ed a stomachic tistula, the immediate rise of the
juce when he offered, without giving, the amimal
a bit of meat. Bouillon, he further maintained-
warm and well-boiled bouillon-is the simplest
And best digestive, and it is from this promise that
Pettenkofer vindicates for the extract ita pars
mont claims as a condiment. These it owes te
the mixture of salts, diffrent, indeed, but com-
bined in definite proportions, in a ratio which the
organims impeamtively demands, and the slightest
deviation from whicl would constitrte a veritable

impurity. No amount of the best meat can take
the role of the extract any more than milk can
play the part of cheese or butter. The product
of Liebig is neither a nutrient nor an alimentary
substance capable of economising the albumen,
the fat, or the carbo-hydraies ; it is simply a con-
diment, but one of such eflicacy that Pettenkofer
des not hesitate te anticipate for it the chief

place among such aids to digestion, net only in
the sick-room, but in common every day li.e. It
has served him as a text for a very instructive
esaay on nutrition in general, and though much
that he says la a recapitulation of a kind that bas
a novelty of its own foia the clear and discrimi-
nating eye he passe2 along the series of discoverie
bearing or: the physiology and application of
food.

mEDICAL NEWS.

Enteric fever has broken ont in several parts of Bir-
minglam

A movement bas been initiated in London having for
its object the promotion of a mémorial to Von Graefe.

A clergyman living at Wolverhampton bas just lost a
third child from enterio fever, preumably through the
agency of infected milk.

Professor Czermak, the celebratedphysiologist. whose
work on the Lryngoccope was translated by the Syden-
ham Society, died on Monday; Sept. 8, at Leipdig.

The Town Council of Portsmouth have resolved to
memorialisé the Government against the erection of the
Hospital for Contagions Diawan which bas been com-
menced close te Portsa.

The prixe of 2000 rupoes offered in October, 1861, by
the Government of India for the compilation cf the beat
Manual of Family Medicine for India ha been awarded
to Surgeon-Major Moore, of the Rajpootana Political

Agency.
We record with regret the death of Willism B..ker,

M.D., who died on the -Ilth Sept., at bA résidence in
Bateh-stret, Dublin, aged sixty.three. Dr. Barker
held the posta of Professer of Expérimental Physics te

the Royal Collcgé of Science, and the Icturcship on
Chmlistry to the Royal College cf Surgeons. The de-
ceased had a high reputation in various branches of
medical science, and his funeral was largely attended
by the medical community, who esteemed him highly.

An inquest was held a few days ago before Dr. Lon.
ktester on the body of a boy, aged six years, whosebrain,
according to the medical evidence, although healthy,
weighod no les than ifty-three onnces. The cause of
death was pulmonic apoplexy.

A club bas been formed At Hamburgh for promoting
the heathen practice of imcincration, in place of Chris-
tian orthodox inhumation. The club, it is said, already
numbers upwards of eighty members, each of whon on
entering has made a will, according to which his re-
mains are to be burned.

It ia the intention of the British Covernment ta equip
a large vessel as a hospital ship for the reception of the
sick and wounded during the expédition against the
Ashantees. It is probable that it will be very much
after the pattern of the'hospital ships stationed in the
Red Ses during the Abysainian war.

A London military journal states that same reduction
in the penonnel of the department is at present under
consideration, and that Mr. Cardwell in intent on abol.
ishing about thirty-five places in the surgeon'list. It
is stated that it i the intention of the authorities in
future to utilise the civil profession to a greter extent
than heretofore for taking medical charge of nsali de-
tachments in outlying districta, as a substituts for the
services of médical oflicera. It is believed that a publie
saving will be effected in this way.

The topic of an International Phanra:npia occasion-
ed at the Vienna Congres much animated and noms-
times able argument. It was admitted that an Engliah

physician, unles acquainted vith the German Pharma-
copeia, would be unable to write a prescription which
an Austrian professional brother could understand. A
new system vas proposed, of which, it was suggested,
the Latin should be the uniform language ; while the
adoption of a metrical scale of weights was further te.
commended. The subject was too voat, however, for a
final conclusion, and its discussion was postponed till the
next congres-

While the science of " preventive medi ine" eesa tO
bc takinga firm and salutry hold of the medical pro-
fession and the public at large, there is a strong crunter.
balancing effoctproduced by the science of " prcurative
surgery," which sem ta be so much encouraged by
railway companies. Prom the retus recently issued
wu learn that during the year'l872, 1145 persons were
killed and 3038 were injured uyOU railwayn. Of those
killod, 127 were railway passengers, and 632 were rail-
way oficials. The rest are rturned as '«trespassers,
suicides, and miscellanous," a largé and doubtful clss,
numbering 3S.-[London Lancet.

MERCURY IN THE HUM N BODY.

A paragraph lately appeared in an evening cortempo-
rary to the effect that an illustratson Of the accumula-
tion of mercury in the humn system was furnished re-
cently at a lecture in Vienna, by the exhibition of the
ieg-bone of a man whose death had been accelerated by
the use uf the metal. Professor Hatt struck the bone
beavily upon bis lecture table, and thousanda of glitter-
ing little globules of quicksilver were fored out, aud
roulled into larger drops on the black surface before him.
AU this had been absorbed into the man's systema dur-
ing life.

Is this possible in these dayas Do our AustianS con-
frures prescribe mercury o freely as ta acceleraté death ?
We confess to a little scepticism about the reduction of
menacry te the metallio form in the body fran any of
its preparations. Perhapé it was adminiatered in the
liquid form, a plan that was sometimes adopted in old
times as a means for the reduction of strangulated her-
nia. Il not, the only préparation which could supply
the metal itself il the ointment of mercuy, in which
the particles of mercuary ay ha seen with the micro-
scope , but the quantity used te produce the effect do-
acnribed muit have been enmous-{ancst

1
The Asaistance Publique, or general administration of

the Paris Hospitals, bas just publisbed its budget for
1874. The total amount cf expenditure appointei for
the' year, namely, 28,150,000 francs, brings out the fact
of the extrwordinary importance of this administration.
In the beginning of the year the amount fixed upon bad.
been only about 26 millions and a hall (francs), but
nearly two additional millions have recently been voted
through the general rise here in aIl the neocessaries of
life. The number of beds to be supported in 1874 wiil
be 20.161 ; of which 9311 arù for the infirm and aged,
8227 for patienta, and 2081 for lanatic subjects. It in
reckoned that the number of individuala admitted into
the hospitals, or assisted by the administration, will be
about the same as during the present year. The num-
ber of patients admitted was this year 11,099; whilst
192,000 individues received help in varions shapes from
the adminitra Besides the above figures, the As-
sistance Publique has SGCi !unatic patiente in the va-
rions asylums of thé Department of the Seine or Of
France, and 26,000 infants or young childran that it
helps te bring up in the country. The total number Of
individuals of al categories auccoured yearly by thia
vast administration of the Assistanoe Publique thua
reached 338200.-[Paris latter.

DRUGGISTS AND THE PRESCRIPTIONS OF
MEDICAL MEN.

The death of a tradeaman from delirium tremons at
Ramsgate under thé following circumstances bas excit-
ed much discussion. The fact& Were brought to light
by a ooroner's jury. The tradesman was attended by Mr.
James Richard Leake, a retired army surgeon, L.,.
P. Edin., M.R.O.S. Eng., and LS.A. Mr. Leakefmd-
ing his patient very excited, and not benefited by a dome
of opium, prescribed half an ounce of tincture of digi-
talis, which the druggist refused to dispensé, on the
ground that digitalis vas an uncertain medicine and thé
dose prescribed an excessivq dose, being eight times that
recognised by Squire's Pharmaoopoia. Mr Leake b-
foré the coroner justified his prescription, and was ably
supported in doing so by Mr J. Pearson Crésawell, thé
ordinary attendant of the patient, who bat been from
home at the time of his death. He natU-ly threw the
Dnus of the man's death on the druggist, of whose con-
duct the jury expressed their disapproval. There ca
be no doubt that the druggist in this casé acted véry
wrongly. And the sooner it is understood that medical
practice is not ta be limited by a druggist's opinion of a

prescription, even i il é beacked by Squire, the botter,
l a druggist la in doubi about the accnacy of a pr.
icription or the ieneint of a practitioner in regard to
any given desé, it is bis duty to take steps'to ascertaix
whether the proscriptron laccording to the wisabnd
purpose of thé writer. There, unles the dose is ob-
vionaly poisonous, bis esponsibility enda. nore the
druggist's refusal te dispense arose from bis ignorance of
medical science. He knew Squire very well; but ho
was ignorant of the fact that for years past it bas been
velil known that large does Of digitalis, larger than
Squire ever dreamt Of, cured some bai cases of delirium
tremena. Mr. Leake's prescription vas quite in acoor-
dance with the practice Of Mr. Jones, Of Jersey, aud ot
othera. For example, Dr. Garrod, whooé authority Will
not be disputed, says he ha "sen many cases Of de-
lirium trémens rapidly récover under its influence. seep
being speédily produced; but the doses have béen véry
large, fron two to four finid drachma, repéated every
four hours for two or thrée times only." Of course such
a prescription is a responsible one ; but th case wasa
very responsible'oneé-xtremi morbi extrema remédia;
and in the absence of the modicine the patient speedily
died. A druggist who refQues to dispense a recognised

préscription even in gentle term doem a great injury te
a medical man ; and the druggiat's mode of refusai in

this case was not gentle. We egA& to see the names
of semé medical men attached to a " round robin" exon-
erating the druggist for net making up the medicin
without further communication with the medical man
prescrib' It was the ' t'a business to have

g communication . Lsa ayhowerar,
be vell satisfied with the expression Of opinion on the

part of the jury, and witherwhat he will certainly have
r-the sympatyf th pofe o.-{anót


