
OmINÂL CONTRIBU!TIONS.

To quote also from the statemecnt of the Board made July 22, 1919:
"Indeed, the laxity that arose through misinterpretation or otherwise of
a physician's righits of prceription under the Aet reached such a pitrb
that the Ontaior Medieal Concil feit obliged to caneel the statuas of five
physicians wbo hiad been vonvieted ini Police Court for violation of the
Act, and to suspend two others. It is but f air to say, however, that the
physicians who hiad offended by giving evasive prescriptions in large
mimbers are a smnall niinoritY of the profession."

It must be admitted, however, that among the unscrupulous the
law formed a splendid loop-hole for pecuniary advanement, This was
,trlUingly evident dunring the recent Epidemie of Influenza. Me» with
exzeeedingly smail praetires, and some with apparently none at al], sud.
denly developed a practice which required f rom 200 to 1,200 prescrip-
tions aweek. 1 thinkI1may safely saythat no do i ntario
justlfled in prescribing alcohiol in siieh quantities. This prescrlbing bas,
ini Dany cases, heen niost remunerative. One, praetitioner told me that
lie bad written few prescriptions, and those only Wo bis own patients, but
actuai count sbowed that he had issued 3,900 ini five inontha. Hfe eharged
regularly not less than $1.00, and generaily 82.00, for each prescription.
Such men have brought odium on Medical men. Surely we, as a Pro-
fesion, cannot stand idly by and eountenance sueh flagrant actions.

Wbat is Wo be the outcome? If the Temperance Act stands we must
try to flnd some measure to cope with the situation. In order Wo proteet
the Medical Profession as a whole, we must demand adequate punisb-
ment for offenders, and we must also aim at gaining legisiation whicli
~will prevent sncb glaring t ransgress ions as have been reported. The
tticense Board and the (4overnmnent both say that the Doctor is the
person qualifled Wo prescribe liquor, and therefore ail alcoholie bever-
ages must be proeured from a licensed regi.dar physician. If the Doctor
follows tbe law, fnrtber legisiation of the 'natter is unnecessary, but for
the above-mex'tioned unscrupulous, laws must bie made te proteet the
Proeflio. F'irstly, there sbould be some limit placed on the nunmber of
prescriptions one man may issue. Because of the varying sizes of
praetiees, this number cannot lie absolute, but must bie relative te the
gjiz of the man's practice. Surely it might bie pos;sible te devise a »m+th<><
wereby a physician would be obliged Wo prove that lie prescribed only
to hi. own patients. There are certain difficulties about this means, but
it should do away with a great deal of promisenous preacribiug. 8o
RilOch for prevention. For those who trngesthere must be punish-
ment. The Legialature, at its st session, passed an amendment to the
jjefical Act, whereby a member may be suspendèd from practice for a
limited period. Thtis is a great improve»ient on the only meto previ-


