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a lofty disdain of everything practical and who thinks it more noble
investigate a siek rabbit than to attend a sick mani. "The trouble w
meni trained exclusively in laboratories is two-fold; first, they do Ir
seem to sec that a medical fact observed critically by a capable phyuicl
deserves as much credence and consideration as a fact developed
laboratory methods; and, secondly, the laboratory mani offers pouiti
opinions in a field in which lie lias no experience. " We should renie
ber, however, that clinical and laboratory knowledge are in ne 'w
antagonistic or mutually exclusive.

Ameng the other factors exeroising an influence in the PreS
forward movement, we musat flot overlook the importance of such i mtil
tiens as the Acadcmy of Medicine. It prevides every year an exteia
anid valuable course of post-graduate instruction; through. it our yonur
er men are given an opportunity by presenting results of investigat<,
or reports of cases, te establiali themselvcs ini the estimation of th,
confreres, who wiil not be slow to judge tliem by the quality of the wo
they bring forward; our senior mecn, in the scats of the inighty, a
enabled t> demonstrate that their places of trait and oppertunity U
worthily occupied, by presenting to the great body of practitioenrs eo.
pouing the bulk of our membcrship what is latest and best in their E
eral departments; our coileagues in the scientifle departuients te b$i
their investigations and discoveries before the men who can test o
their value in practice.

The Iibrary, howcvcr, is the nucleus arouind which centres the l
of the Academy. Frein. the tine of the Alexandrian sehool to the pr,
cnt, no great medical centre ever develeped apart from goed librari
Osier lias said: "Tt is liard te -speak of the value of libraries in teri
whicbi would not scin exaggerated. To study the phienoînena of d
case witlieut books is te sail an uncharted sea, while to study books wii
ont patients is not te go te sea at ail. For the teacher and worker
great library is indispensable. They inust know the world's,, best -wo
and knlow it at once; they rinit and make current coin, the ore
widely scattercd in journals, transactions and monographs;."

It shôtild, therefore, bie our steady aim to inake this one of
great inedical libraries of the world, and 1 helieve mnany of ns will li
to sec th(, day wlien this lias been accomplished. It niay be ef!ner
te you te know that among niedical libraries wc at present rank seco
in Canada, 29tli on this continent, and 76th in the world.

To indicate the possibilities of growth, it is encouraging to kn
that when Dr. Billings teck chiarge ef tlie Surgeon..General's library~
Washington, in 1865, it contained less tlian 2,000 volumes, while at prý
ent it lias on file 175,507 volumes, and its index catalogue lias a rf
ece te evcry rare case that lias been recorded since the icvy


