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tumor about the size of a child's head, removed

by him a few days before from a maiden lady
of 43 years. On opening the abdomen, the
tumor of the right ovary and tube was found
firmly adherent to the intestines, omentum and
floor of the pelvis. The operation was a very
formidable one. The patient, however, recovered
well from the effects of the operation, baving
experienced no severe shock, and was apparently
making a rapid recovery.

MYXm DEMA.

Dr. James Stewart read a paper on a case of
myxodema.

Discussion.-Dr. R. L. MacDonnell said that
the patient bad been under his observation in
the General Hospital at different times. It was
generally regarded there as a case of tetanus.
He had never been able to find that the patient
had any tetanic spasms in the hospital, though
these were carefully looked for. le did not
think that the thyroid in the patient was alto-
gether absent. In many it is difficult to make
out the gland by external manipulation,. Fin-
ally, he asked if Dr. Stewart had ever seen the
patient in a tetanic spasm.

Dr. Meirill said he had known the patient
some years. He had never seen any tetanic
spasms, but the patient had complained ab3ut
frequent attacks of severe colicky pains. He
was always a very badly-nourished, dyspeptic.
looking man.

Dr. Shepherd could not agree with Dr. Stew-
art's suggestion, that the reason myxoedema
or cachexia stramipriva follows excision of the
thyroid is because of the disturbing damage
done to the sympathetic system, as the affec
tion, so far as he knew, never followed exten-
sive operations in the neck (as removal of chains
of enlarged glands and tumors;, when the
sympathetic trunk is quite as much inteî fered
with as in the removal of ie thyroid. When
no myxodema follows the operation of removal
of the gland, it is supposed to be incomplete
removal.

Dr. Reed asked if Dr. Stewart could give
the average temperature of the patient i

Dr. Mills said to believe that any gland or
other organ existed to prevent the formation of
a substance, whether normali or abnormal, was

inconsistent with general physiological prin-
ciples. True, the removal of certain glands, as
the testicles in the young, arrested develop-
ment, both physical and psychical. In the
adult dog, such removal was followed by obesity,
which could be largely accounted for by the in-
activity of the animal, associated with the

psychical shrinkage -the curtailment in the
number and variety of the afferent impulses
reaching the nerve centres. It had been as-
serted that, after the removal of the thyroid in
children, there was stunted development, es-
pecially intellectually. It is likely metabolic
changes follow removal of the thyroid ; owing to
the influence on the nervous system there is a
loss of balance. All healthful life implies
balance of function. It was not yet clear how
the balance was destroyed by removal of the
thyroid ; but we were on the way to know-
ledge, for we had learned, experimentally, that
this organ was not a blood-former. If, as bad
been suggested, the changes following experi-
mental or surgical removal were due te injury
to the sympathetic, one would expect to observe
vaso-motor symptoms, which had not been the
case, though such an objection must not be too
strongly urged; for though dilation follows sec-
tion of the cervical sympathetic, such is not
permanent, and, if transient, muight be over-
looked.

Dr. Stewart, in reply, stated that he had
sean the patient in tetanic spasms many times.
When first seen the patient had an attack.
With regard to the average temperature, it was
low-about 97°. The patient always coin-
plained of col-. The whole question of the
function of the thyroid was still in a very
unsettled state. He did not wish to be under-
stood as saying that atrophy or disappearance
of the thyroid had nothing to do with myxe.
dema. There is certainly evidence pointing
strongly to both myxœdema and tetany, being
due to changes in the nervous system.

ExcisIoN or THE LARYNX.-We learn from
the daily papers that a larynx bas been removed
in toto by a Philadelphia surgeon. The patient
died. The saine operation with the same result
has recently been doue in Baltimore and

London.
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