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taken up and some definite and practical plan settled upon which
<an be laid before the minister of agriculture, who would doubtless
act upon it if possible. The expense yearly of such a department,
or ordinary board if preferred, need be but comparatively trifling,
and could accomplish a great amount of good in instructing the
people, and creating public and individual interes:, in sanitary
matters.

BACILLI—-GERMS Ol INFECTIOUS DISEASK.

In the interests of the public health 2 kaowledge of the germs of
disease cannot be too general and clear. A vague notion has pre-
valled from a remote age that infectious diseases are produced by
minute living organisms : but «t is onlv since Pastcur’s researches on
fermeentation and putrefaction, and, more recenily, his experiments
'n innocalation, together with those of Koch, Cohin, and other inves-
tigators, that the vague notion has raken the vosition of a very gen-
erally accepted doctrine.  Comparatively few now doubt that these
discases, or perhaps rather the symptoms and consequences of these
diseases, are due ic the development and growth in the human body
u meyriads of hiving bodies.  In size and form these are among the
smallest and simplest of living things, and wneir chief manifestation
of hf is in their wonderful power of reproducion and mulunlica-
tion. In a human organism furnishing suitable soil, they rapidly
become so numerous that there is as it were a struggle for life
between the parasitic invaders and the natural celi element, of the
body. In this and succeeding articies we purpose giving a brief his-
torv of these little bodies, so far as tne present knowledge of them
permits, which will it is 1o be hoped prove of practical advantage in
relation to the suppression of infectious diseases.

There are many foums of bactenia, constituting a large class of
orzanisms, which hive been grouped together under the designation
of sapropiytes (from the Greek. signitying plants which live upon
decaying organie matter).  This includes all the organisms ussocia-
ted with the dec ..aposition and decay of organic substances, the
veast-plant and its allies and all the varieties of bacteria. They are
mdeed the essential agents in all decompositions and putrefactions,
and we are ! at just beginning to realize their importance in relation
o the healtls and life ol the human race.  Most of our readers are
familiar with the nature and peculiarities of the yeast-plant. There
s another very common bacterium, the dacillus subtilts, found in



