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termine the ,aorm.wil forra, and dieu to ascertain the usual deviations front it. l'bis
8imple inethod, whicb lias been emiployed iii the elucidation of other natural ob-
jecte, will roduco the subjeut to as great order as it admitE of, and render descrip-
tion and delineation ûwsy to be uîîiderstood. A knowledge of the general charac-
ter of the Britishi bauli is not Lu bu obtaitied froim the exainination of those bAlong-
ing to one tribe onty, but front a cmnparative investigation of crania derived front,
naany. It is believed by Mr. Davis that a skull derlved front the Green-Gate-HilI.
Barrow, exhibits the true typical forrn of the aucient Britisît craniuna. Its most
marked distinctive features are, the shoitness of the face, which is, at the saine
time, rugged with elevations and depressiony, the indications of wild passions oper-
atin- on the mnuscles of expression ; zygoinatie art-ies net unustial)y expanided;
the nose short, projecting at -an angle too, great tW be gracefil ; imimediately
above its root risci an abrupt promninence occasioncd by the large frontal sin-ises,
which passes on the sides itito the elevated superclliary ridgcs, and produces a
deep depression between the nase and forchead givîng to the profile a savage
character; the osseous case for the brain upon the whole not large, rather than
smail; the occipito-frontal diamneter tomewhat contractcd, and parietal diameter
good. It ranges with the o)-lhogitaltic crania, or those having upright jaws, and
inclines te the brachy-ceplialic division. It presents the uncivilized character, but
from the mass of the brain it bas evidently belunged to a savage possessed of
power, and fitted to profit by contact with mon of other races.

Having thus enumnerated the chief peculiarities of the typical British craniuin,.
Dr. Davis remarks; we nay advert to its leading abcrraittforms3, whîch admit of*
being- arranged i a simple intelligible metbod. They will bo easily understoodl as
the abbreviated, or strittly brachy-cephalic ; the eloimgatcd, or dolicho-ccphalic; the
eleî'ated, or, to continue the ternis, the acro-cephalic ; and the e.rpanded or plat-
cephalic.

It must be ad-ded, however, suebl a systemi as that adopted by Mr. Davis bore, of
classing under the convenient titlcŽ of '-abe,-rant fornze" craniial peculiarities of tho
widest po;sible diversity, seomns irroconcileable with the law of permanence of ethnie
formas; Un!ess indeed guarded te an extent net at aIl apparent hn the above re-
marks, iL woul(l put an end to aIl ütlinical deductiams freont cranial or osteological
evidonce. The grounds?, howover, on Which 60 COmorDIelensive a staternent is based
may be Iooked for in the furthcomimmg) "' ramaia Britannica" of the autmor. vean-
while he thus partially ailludes te soine of' thiem:

.\twithstaniding tliese aberrant fornis, the 'vhole oeries bears the impresa of so
many sii milar features, as to shoew tîmat it constitutes one natural group. The
dolicho-cophalic lias been supposed to indicate ant IlAllophylian" or «"pre-Celtic'
race, but iL rmay probably be rcgarded as more properly a famnily peculiatity in
somoe cases, and accidentai in others, in which iL ha.4 been met with in the saute
Barrow, and in a position proving the intorment Le be equally ancient, with a cal-
variun of the normal formi. Stress bas bcen laid upon the circumistance thatit has
occurred in C'/aanmbered Barrorcft, resembling the famtous une of New Grange. Tho
be8t informced antiquaries accord te these Barrows an extromely carly date, but,
that tbey have altogether proceded simpler and ruder sepulchrml cairns, and were
erected by a distinct antecedent race, appear to stand in nced of inuch confirmatory
evidence before they canu ho admitted wit.h tolerable confidence.
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